
Innu fight against 30 90 

overnment called 'Iii ~ 

"There is no reason to cele-
rate in 199'l," Innu Chief Daniel 

inl told a few hundred 
pie Sunday at the opening of 

the Dnim Beat Indigenous 
eople's Conference at 
cMaster University. 
"The history of America is a 
rdld history or rape and plllag-

ng. It ls a history no one should 
pN>Ud of," said Mr. A.shin!, 

hose people ha\'e been waging 
a battle against low-level mill­
~ fllghts and establishment or a NATO training fteld in La-

rador. 
Mr. Ashlni said that expecting 

natives to, let "bygones be by­
gones" is similar to "telling 
lewish people to forget what 
happened to them at the hands 
of the Nazis." 

Ile was . among several 
speakers at the first day of the 
three-day conference, which has 
drawn native leaders 
itemss· Canada and from the 
United States, and South and 
Central America. The event is In­
tended to let them air their con­
cerns ab9ut the environment, 
their language and culture, land 
claims and other iaues, and to 
find solutions. 

Mr. Ashlni classed the Innu's 
fight against the federal govern­
ment as a "life and death 
swu,gle." 

He sald some dismiss their 
CC111cems as political oppor­
tunism but that is not fair. 

The military nights create 
enough noise to harm the health 
o( l*>J)le and wildlife. And the · 
tralnlnc field ls an immense pro­
ec.t with wide-ranging con­._lCel. "We have reason to 

for our f\Jture tr it goes 
_..IJG\l,"hesaid 

eath stru 
.. I'm not gomg to talk about 

prison because rd spend 10 
years talking about it." 

Instead Mr. Marshall, who was 
introduced as an emerging 
leader, said greater attention 
needs to be paid to native youth. 
"These young people are our fu. 
ture and most are able to be 
leaders." 

He said that one day he wants 
to operate a centre for native 
youth that will "get them on the 
right road." 

Conference organizers said 
Mr. Marshall did not· want to be 
interviewed by reporters. A 
couple of bodyguards were as­
signed-to make sure he was nol 

The history or how natives 
were treated by European set­
tlers and the f'uture or native 
youth were popular issues with 
most speakers. 

other issues were the plight 
or native language and culture. 

Bob Jamieson. a translator for 
the Six Nations Confederacy, re­
called how as a boy he was 
punished for speaking his lan­
guage in school. That was among 
the ways that natives have been 
"brainwashed." 

"A lot ot people ~ say it's 

no use, how can you go be$? 
You don't go back. You advance 
together'' with non-natives, he 
said. I 

Mr. Jamieson also decried t,be 
lack of dlsclpllne exercised ~n 
children nowadays and the prac­
tice ot natives manying non-na-
tives. • 


