niversary of Christopher Colum-
'bus’s discovery of the New World
is nothing to be happy about, a
native leader says. -

“There is no reason to cele-
brate in 1992,” Innu Chief Daniel
Ashini told a few hundred
people Sunday at the opening of
the Drum Beat Indigenous
People’s Conference at
McMaster University.

~ “The history of America is a
sordid history of rape and pillag-
ing.ltlsahlstorynooneshould‘
be proud of” said Mr. Ashini,
whose people have been waging
a battle ‘low-level mili-
tary flights and establishment of |
a NATO training field in Ea-
brador At

SR Ash!nl sald that expeé
phﬂves to- let “bygones be
‘gones” is similar to “tell
Jewish people to forget what
ed to them at the hands
;9! the Nazis."”
. He was among several
speakers at the first day of the
-three mnfete?ce, whiel;hgsJ
= ' _té';lm; u'e e“ers 3 L
:)em“Canada and from the
nited States, and South and
Central America. The event is in-
tended to let them air their con-
‘cerns about the environment,
their language and culture, land
\claims and other issues, and to
find solutions. -

. Mr. Ashini classed the Innu’s
fight against the federal govern-

»ment ‘f, a “life and death

i €. :

:;,' g.xa aaid some dismiss their

‘concerns as political oppor- et

tunism but that is not fair.
" The military flights create
enough noise to harm the health
le and wildlife. And the
g field is an imm.ense pro-
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“I'm not going to talk about
prison because I'd spend 10
years talking about it.”"

. Instead Mr. Marshall, who was
introduced as an emerging
leader, said greater attention
nwdstobepaidtonaﬁve youth.
' “These young people are our fu-
- ture and most are ablc to be
leaders.”

He said that one day he wants
to operate a centre for native
youth that will “get them on the
right road.” ;

Conference organizers said
Mr Marshall did not want to be
intervlewed by reporters. (AT
- couple of | _were as-
signed to make sure he was not.

The history of how natives -
were treated
tlers and thebztm of mtive.
‘youth were popular issues i
most speakers. \
Other issues were the pllghf
of native laniuage and ctﬁture.
Bob Jamieson, a tramlator for
~ the Six Nations
called how as a boy he was
punished for speaking his lan-

. guage in school. That was among

.;thewmthatnaﬁveshavebeen
brainwashed.

“A lot of people today say it's

>house,howmymg° 9

You don't go back. You a
togethen" with non-mﬁ

Mr Jamieson u!so
lack of discipline exex‘c
children nowadays and the;

_ tice of natives manying

tives.



