
to our past . 
- ~......,'"s""',...,Y,....,, a· lmost the ftrst 
few items we pulled out turned 
out to be some of the most inter
esting and most varied of the 
whole collection. 

An unusual pipe stem of 
banded slate ls a seldom found 
stone relic about 1,500 to ~ 
years old. Such an item ls far 
rarer than the large numbers of 
cla,y pipes found so often in 
most collections. 

crash course 
Their visit proved to be a 

wondert\al crash course intro
duction to Indian artifacts for 
me, as this has been an area I've 
had almost no experience in. I 
learned that most of the larger 
stone weapons most of us have 
always called arrowheads are 
actually dart points for the me
dium sized ones and spear 
polntl for the larser. Several 

• alll 

curve to one side turned out to 
be knives. Stone tools we have 
catalogued as axes or tomahawk 
heads for decades are usually 
scrapers, with a smooth, sharp 
edge, and the corred term is 
"celt." Flint is a British stone, 
and our North American variety 
is properly called "c~ert.:· 

The great surprise for. our 
visitors themselves turned out 
to be one nondescript dart 
point hidden amoog a heap of 
others. Tucked away with doz
ens of lesser items was the,dis
tinctive profile and the special 
identi~ng fluted groove on 
each side of the base. A very 
rarely found Clovis era point 
lay before us, made some 12.000 
years ago by the first native in
habitants in Ontario after the 
lastlceace-
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ExpositcrPholo 
lection, along with a travelng Royal Ortario Mu
seum exhibit called The Ontario lrocJJOis: Hstory 
Through Archeology, will be showing at the muse-

1 M 18. 
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