
~-"When Europeens first 
IL,..tailllled ,the North American continent, 

found hundreds of tribes occupying 
and rich country. 1be newcomers 
recognized the wealth df natural 

They were not. however, so 
ek • willing to recognize the aplrttual, 

lli• ltu~lll aod intellectual riches of the 
e the., called Indians.~ 
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The above Is the beginning l>8l'C8Dh 
atthe introduction to one of the beat boob Another feature I liked was the book's 

native people I baYe ever mad. The aUm size. It has .om, 103 ~ and these 
111be Innu and it was written bf Pieter are packed with eo •ery relevant pictures. 
tage, with an introdudloo by Prank - 'Ibis a.peel should appeal to many stu

Porter III. dents. One pbCJtolraph 1n the last chapter 
One of the reasons I libel reading this sbqws an Innu rock band with electric gul

~k was that it did not adopt the superlar tan and drums, perfonnlng at the "Indian 
tale IO familiar in many boob about na,- Sumlper" festival held. in Quebec in 1986. 
tlvu. Tbls cultural bias comes throucb Some boob on natives emphasize t.oo 

ilearlJ, e,peclally by writ.en of the ~ of the negative. 'Ibis is why many 
....-Uon. Sometimes reUclous in- CanadillllS have such a negative view of 

Is mixed in by hqueat Ille of the lDdlpnous people. 'Ibis slim wlume 
~ lill:e heathen and papn. There Is a llvea a much JDQre balanced study of the 
~ ablence of suchm lnrDnaUan In Imm attuatioa than 101De boob of twice 
tldl boot. .. abe. 

Neither writer attempts to aoft.pedal Molt, lino& all, of the present day native 
nrlous issues which can oft.en be seen problems are rooted in the past. Only now 

td IIIOftt of a 14'CBI or ~t prob- are IIOlll8 of their ideas on conservation of 
1em than an "IDdian problem." It Is IOOd the ,-lromnent. spirituality and a non
.to 1ee a writer call a spade a ,pade. It can materialistic world view being appre

lead to a better understanding of na- clate4 Some people are still unconvinced 
by the NCODdary lChool and colle,e and eonUnue to pollute the earth ~ ex-

lludents for which this boot WM p~ plolt others. . 
'lbe Irinll a boo~ which, in short order, 

deals with the put ctrom about 11,000years 
ago>, sketches in old Shamanic practices 
and explains quickly, but in depth, how 
their way of life js now threatened. In a 
way, it is representative of the difficult, · 
facing m~ if not all, First Nations people. 

1be only thing I founc:I to disagree with 
- and this is quibbling with near perfec
tion - is the unquestioning reference to 
the history of the Indians beginning 12,000 
years ago. 1bis is when the great glaclen 
of the last Ice Age lowered the ~ ao 
that Asia and North America were joined. · 
or coune people and animals crossed tbll 
land bridge - both wap. 

However, Folsom spear points have 
been found in the U.S. southwest which 
have been carbon datecl to 40,000,earsaco
nds would indicate that the history ot 
North America natives goes back far bey
ond 12.000 years. 

'lbe IDma (The Maatapale-Nallrapl). 
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