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OHSWEKEN — Another
native group that visited
Ohsweken for the New Year’s
program I told you about in a
former column was the Ay-
mara Indians of Bolivia,
South America. They are now
living in Montreal. Of the 10
or 11 in the group, almost all
had Aymara as their first lan-
guage with Spanish as a sec-
ond language. Only one
young man could communi-
cate in English. Whether any
of them spoke French, I do
not know.

The young man who spoke
some English said that anoth-
er large native group in Bo-
livia spoke Quechua. There
are also lots of Quechua Indi-
ans in Peru. I had not real-

ized until recently that there
are still large populations of
aboriginal people all over
‘South and Central America
who are quietly carrying on
their age-old customs, arts,
-music and language. In spite
of almost 500 years of Euro-
- pean domination, they still
remember who they are and
the old ways are not all for-
gotten.

It is mostly along the sea
coast and in cities that Span-
ish is spoken. Along the east-
ern coast of South America,
the dominant European lan-
guage is Portuguese. This is
because soon after Columbus
brought the first European
tourists over they were close-
ly followed by boatloads of
robbers. After robbing the In-
dians of their gold and silver,
the Spanish robbers were of-
ten mugged themselves by
the Portuguese robbers and
vice-versa.

A pope of that time had a
bright idea. He took a map of
South America and divided it
down one of the lines of lon-
gitude. The pope ordered the
Spanish to confine their ac-
tivities, which included rob-
bery, rape and pillaging of In-
dian towns, to the west of that

line. The Portuguese were
E dtostay east of it. In that
way could get on with
the ;b 1ess of robbing the
Voﬂl peorle ‘without

bothering each other very
much. It worked very well for
the Europeans. It’s in the his-
tory books if you want to read
it for yourself. The pope was
well paid for his trouble.
Some of the gold and silver
from the Americas found its
way to Vatican City.

The Aymara Indians who
visited Ohsweken wore color-
ful ponchos over their Cana-
dian clothing. Their musical
instruments were two large
drums and very long pan
pipes which they called
sikus. The leader explained
that a siku could not make
music by itself but that at
least two people were need-
ed. Some notes were played
on one siku while the other
played different notes. To-
gether they could produce a
tune. Even in making music
these native people exnpha~
sized co-operation.

While they played they
demonstrated various circle
dances. These were very ex-
citing and active. They fea-
tured, running, hopping, clap-
ping and holding hands.
Parts were speeded up to cre:
ate even more excitemen
and many people in the hall
jumped up and participated;
Of the four types of dancing
demonstrated by the four na-
tive groups, that of the Ayma—
ras was the happiest.

They also demonstrated
another unique type of in-
strument. After Spanish gui:
tars were introduced to the
Aymaras, they made tiny
ones, smaller than violins.
These tiny guitars probably
suited their type of music
better than full-sized guitars,,
For some tunes they qlso'
used smaller sikus.

The New Year’s progran'g
by the Iroquois Institute was
very educational to me.
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