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Anderson's work started af
ter a request from her dying 
mother. 

"She said, 'Anne, write my 
t:,c:ace so that people will 

that I was a proud Indian 
woman."' 

Ber mother Elizabeth Calli
was a Ml-blood Cree who 
been raised in a convent at 
tum or the century. There 

no teachers and the Indi
ebllclren were beaten when 

spoke their language. 
Anderson was 61 wheQ. her 

r died. Since that time 
bas written 9'l bQOks or 
stories, herbal remedies, 
history and a 35,00 word 

dictionary. 
alts behind a desk lit

with llsta or words tor her 
dated Cree-English dlctlo

• A stack or her books lines 
wall or the Cree Produc

ns and Heritage CUitural 
tre office in Edmonton. 

In another comer or the cen
ls the classroom Anderson 
comes to every day to teach 
es and white people the 

Cree language. 
lasUc jars or herbs such as 

e and raspberry root are all 
or the teaching Anderson 

does to keep her mother's Cree 
remedies and stories alive. 

Anderson was bom in t 
on a farm about five kilometres 
east or Edmonton. Ber mother 
was Cree, her rather Scotc:K
Frerieh. 

Anderson finish 

hurting," she says. "Tb ftrst 
people, the aboriginal ~e 
were treated so badly." 

Anderson started to teach al
ter her mother's death, with the 
nrst c condactecl in lier 
kitchen. She has been aranted 
an honorary doctorate 1' s 
for her work In teaching and 
preserving the Cree language. 

"At one time they were say• 
Ing to me 'You can't teach, be
cause you don't have a certifi
cate to teach,'" she 
"Certlftcates and degrees 
nothing to Ullll1111L.to 

n. 


