
OBSWEKEN - The Six Nations Iroquois 
have often been called the People of the 
Longhouse. The original reaion for this was 
because the Iroquoian people· nvec1 in tong 
houses. Not just the Six Nations but the-Hu
rons, Petuu (Tobaccp !JidiaDB) and the Neu
trals of southern Ontario all _ lived in Jonc-
bouses. · 

llodern-<lay excavations ba~ shown that 
the houses ,r,ere ftl'Y_ long. Some of them ap
proached 200 feet in length. Now .that's a 
long house! What the Iroquoians considered 
a family, we now coasW.r an exteaded fami
ly. The modern family of father, mother and 
children II what is called a nuclear famU,. 
In an ancient longbouse there were many nu
clear families. In the middle of a longhouse 
lived the grandparents and the older mar
ried daugbten. As the younger ones manied, 
they added on totbe boase aild made it long
er. · 

As you can see, daughters were very im
portant. 'Phey were lnsilranee for their par
ents in their old age. When a 10D married be 
moved into the lqboue of bis wife's fami
ly. Daughten did not move when· they mar
ried. In times of war and unrest, sons were 
important for the defence of the whole vil
lage but daughters were always indispens
able. Whether in war or peace, daughters 
planted and hoed the ftelds which produced 
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com and other vegetables. Sons sometimes 
brought home meat and ftsb but daughters 
could bring home vegetables every day in 
summer and fall And their surplus com and 
beans were dried and kept for winter. 

· In the 1700s the Six Nations began to ,:opy 
the European housing style. Log houses re
placed longhouses. Nuclear families re
placed extended families. By 1784, when the 
Six Nations came to the Gnnd River, they 
all lived in log houses. The community meet
ing houses that were built came to be called 
longhouses even though they were mueb 
shorter than the long houses of ancient 
times. Because religious ceremonies were 
carried on there, the native Iroquoian reli
gion came to be known as the longhouse reli
gion. 

Around the year 1'199 the SelleCB prophet _________________ ...;....___, 

Handsome Late bad bis first vision. His co~ 
demnation of alcohol drinking and his call to 
a return to ancient moral values led to a 
vival of the native Iroquoian religion, es 
cially among the Seneca, Cayuages and On 
ondagas. 

According to Dr. Sally Weaver, who ha 
done a lot of Iroquoian research, the numbe 
of adherents to the longhouse religion 
remained fairly constant, percentage-wise, 
for the last 100 years. It bas ff uctuated slight 
ly between 19 and 24 per cent of the Six N 
lions reserve population. The tiUe Long 
house People does not apply to three out o 
four Six Nations Iroquois if used i1J a reli 
gious sense. If used in a historical sen 
however, it is accurate. · 

I am one of the three out or rour Six Na 
lions people who was not brought up in th 
longbouse religion. I do not reel either su 
rior or inferior because of that fact. One 
or another, fam still one of the People of 


