
Playing wit corn 
is a serious matter, 

As a Mohawk Chief, repre
senting one member of the Six 
Nations, I am writing to you to 
display my sympathy to the 
Brantford Expositor for its ignor
ance of our first nations culture, 
especially in regards to your cap-
tion "Husky Mask." · 

My sympathy is extended to 
you because your paper lacks. the 
knowledge and understanding of 
·a very unique and very old cul- . 
ture. But what appears more 
~vious is the fact that you, as an 
informer for people, did not take 
the time to learn and understand. 

The significance of the corn 
husk mask develops from an 
event which concerned our 
people. The event was the dis-

appearance of our people when
ever they neared a certain unde
v eloped stream. A Spirit 
appeared before our people and 
instructed them how to utilize the 
corn husk mask to frighten the 
creature, which was harming the 
people. Our people abided by the 
Spirit's words and the creature 
disappeared. 

Therefore, the corn husk 
mask is a symbol of great re
spect and admiration. Those 
wearing or abusing it must dedi
cate' time to a special society re
presenting the medic~e of the 
com musk mask. 

If your paper was informed of 
the significance and power which 
the com husk mask represents 

and of the Six Nation's religious 
beliefs, then such articles as th 
one you produced would not 
occur. 

I am sure the Indonesians as 
well as the President of the Brant 
County Historical SOclety would 
have appreciated the correct in 
terpretation of the corn hus , 
mask. 

Hopefully, people will start to 
take the time to learn and under
stand. It does not hurt. 

EARLR. HILU 
Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory 

Editor's note: The £xpositor 
has learned, and wishes to apolo
gize for giving offence. 


