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. One Easter, a grdup of us from the Medina

church went to the Tonawanda reservation near

* Akron, N.Y., for a sunrise service. We arrived
- on Saturday evening and were billeted in vari-
_ ous Indian homes. The next morning, after the
sunrise service, we were treated to a fine feast

- of bacon, ham, sausages and eggs. It reminded
- me of one of my father’s favorite sayings. He
often said “the only thing you have is what you
eat.”” He meant that everything you have, such
as.clothes and money, can be taken away from
you, but what you have eaten cannot be taken

' away.

These visits to and from Indian communi-

: ﬁw in the U.S. were very interesting. We often
ran across relatives and friends that we had
- almast forgotten about.

There were four other Iroquoian reserva-

. tions in the U.S. that we did not visit. They

were either too distant or perhaps they did not
have a Baptist church there. They were Alleg
ny, Onondaga, Cornplanter and Oneida. The
Cornplanter reservation, named after a famous
Seneca chief, is just over the Pernsylvania line,
south of Buffalo Onondaga is near Syracugg,,
NY:

I passed by the Oneida reservation on a tnp
in 1984. It is well past Syracuse on the way to
Utica, N.Y. It is not to be confused with the
Oneida Indian Reserve near London. The Onei-
da people in these two Indian communities
were separated from each other during the
American Revolution more than 200 years ago.

These seven Indian reservations are all on
land that belonged to the Six Nations Iroquois
Confederacy before the American Revolution.
It is a curious fact that there are also sebgulr
oquoian reserves on the Canadian side
border. One of them, Akwesasne, sits smaek on
the border to remind everyone that we natives
were here long before borders were put up.




