~ Long, long before Alan Pope conceived
the idea of introducing legislation which
would name the white pine as Ontario’s of-
ficial tree, long before the Europeans arrived
) discover that the wood from this majestic
ree was ideally suited for almost every need
from furniture to tools to the masts of sailing
ships, the Indians had singled it out as an
object of reverance.
.. The “Great White Pine”’ has been the
symbol of the Six Nations Confederacy for
well over 500 years. ;
" Legend has it that, sometime in the dim
past, Peacemaker came to be among the
ple of the Five Nations. These tribes, the
lohawk, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca and
Oneida, had been much at war with each
other for a long, long time.
21 Peacemaker’s message - was one of

peace, brotherhood and justice for all. After
many attempts, he succeeded in persuading
the nations to join together and form a con-
federacy.
The legend tells us that Peacemaker chose
a spot in the centre of the council where he
planted a “‘great white pine’’ which was to be
, “The Tree of Great and Eternal Peace.”
Its great roots spread out to all four
corners of the earth and Peacemaker.
promised that if any nation or person would
but promise to obey the laws of the Great
Peace, they need only follow the roots to find
shelter beneath the tree. All the people then
uried their weapons of war under the tree so
hat the earth would be free for ever of these
things which stemmed from evil minds.
Peacemaker placed an eagle atop the tree to
watch over and protect all those who came to

find peace under the branches.

The great white pine came to symbeolize a
good life with peace rooted in the earth
beneath. It symbolized the law which, by

mutual agreement, bound the nations
‘together. Its branches represented security

and shelter which the peoples of the Five-
Nations found when they united and
followed the law. The roots reached out in all
directions to extend the message to peace to’
all men. - :

This story, a legend based on fact, is one
of the first on record which lays down a plan
for world government featuring the principle
of unity while recognizing the basic diversity
of nations. Its structure, so it is said, had
influence on the formation of the Con-
stitutions of both the United States and the
United Nations. i

The white pine is still a prominent and
vital symbol for the peoples of the Six Nations
who live in Ontario. It is featured in their art
and their pottery. Peacemaker’s message
still influences their lives and their
relationships with other people.

The Iroquois, the people of the Six
Nations, are descendants of the Indian
Loyalists who came to Ontario 200 years ago.
They were pioneers who. strengthened this
“new land with their sense of justice and their
loyalty. i :

This year, like all Ontarians, they are
celebrating their Bicentennial and among
their many contributions to the heritage of
our province is their vision of the great white
pine ‘and they symbol of peace and justice
which ‘is rooted in the earth beneath its
branches.



