
Six Nations· stil 
OHSWEKEN - Land in East 

Hawkesbury and Innisfil townships 
must be the most valuable·in Cana
da, Phjl Monture figures . . 

The Six Nations of the Grand • 
River paid four times for 4,000 
acres in ~he first municipality, east 
of Ottawa, and 900 acres in the sec
ond, south of Barrie, counts Mr. 
Monture, who researches and nego
tiates the band's land claims. 

And the Department of Indian 
Affairs still does not acknowledge 
the band owns the land. 

Correspondence between Six 
Nations and the federal govern
ment about this claim shows the 
same problems that bands across 
the c;ountry are complaining about. 

England discovered in 1803 that 
William 'Claus, assistant to Sir Wil
lialJl Johnson, the first Superin
... d. lndian Affairs, and trus-

1 

tee for Six Nations sin~e 1799, 
couid not account for some of the 
band's money, according to the 
band's report on t~e claim. _ 

Mr. Claus did not co-operate 
with the investigation and the 
amount was not determined. So the 
government gave the band h.is 
estate, including the 4,900 acres in . 
what became the two townships, in 
1844, 18 years after his death. 

But it used the band's tnoney to 
pay his family for the land. 

When white settlE:_rs en
·croached, the government· used the 
band's money to pay them to 
leave. 

When East Hawkesbury Town
ship taxed the land, the govern
ment paid the taxes with the 
band's money. It later advised the 
municipality that land owned by 
Indians is not taxable. So it sold 
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waiting 
, the land between 1853 and 1883, 

without a surrender - the offlciaf 
word for th~ band's approval -
and used the proceeds to compen-
sate the band. ' · 

Six Nations filed its claim in 
East Hawkesbury Township in Oc
tober, 1984, when David Crombie 
was Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Wellington Staats was the band's 

·.chief. The claim in Innisfil Town
ship, filed in 1982, is being handled 
with it because both resulted from 
the same circumstances. 

Under a new minister, William 
McKnight, and a new chief, Wil
liam Montour, the band is still 
waiting for the govemment to 
accept -the claini. · 

The Office of Native Claims 
wrote the band in January, 1985, 
that it was reviewing the claim 
and it would take three months. 

for claim to be accepted 
When there was no report by 
August, the band wrote the govern
ment and receiv~d a response from · 
another official in October saying 
staff had changed and the claim 
would be a ·~priority." 

The band learned during a 
meeting with the government in 
November that the report had been 
finished and waiting for a year in 
the computer where it was written. 

The band offered to type the~ 
report. "We'll bend over back
wards to help them," Mr. Monture 
said. 

A letter from the second offi
cial in December said the report 
would :srrive "shortly" and the 
claim would be addressed by Ute 
Justice Department. 

The draft report, similar to the 
~ the band, arrived in Decem-
198S the band learned last 

May that the Justice Department 
would study the claim after "other 
priorities." . 

It responded the next day with 
a scathing letter to the government 
'citing the "many and inexcusable 
<jelays." The government returned 
with a letter that the complaint 
would receive the minister's "per
sonal attention." 

The band has not received no
tice since. 

Indian Affairs expects to finish 
preparing questions about the 
claim for the Justice Department 
by the end of this month and it will 
send a copy of the questions to Six 
Nations, said J. R. Goudie, direct
or of specific claims. 

But Mr. Goudie said he cannot 
predict when the Justice Depart
ment will finish its study. "We 
used to give a time frame, but we 
don't do that now. It 'ust creates 

false expecta.tions and I have to ·go 
through the whole range of 
excuses." 

The claim is an example of an 
!'inordinate delay," Mr. Goudie 
admitted, but he blamed it on "un- . 
usual circumstances" like the 
change in staff and the increasing 
demand for use of the computer in 
which the report was written. 

"You go into these things with 
the best interest but if you don't . 
have control; unfortunately, these 
things'happen. We strive to not 
have this happen. I hope it's not 
always this slow." 

Compared wilh the ...... r 1· 

other claims, this one is Wgnifi
cant in size and location. fut Mr. 

· Monture worries that if!tbe govern
ment treats this clairn,tbia 'W!IY it 
will treat JPOl'e • 
in 8-WGl'le 


