
etired band chief now 
NEW CREDIT - rm sitting in ·the stark 

council chamber of Agima-gamig. 1 Ah-gee
ma:gaw mig> with former chief councillor Fred 
W.G. King. Today is his 68th birthday. 

··one month ago they called a special coun
cil meeting and made me official elder... he 
says with a gleam in his eye. ·Tm going to 11e
lax and be retired." 

-
1 officia~l-e~ld_e_r 

Our Town 

Richard 6. 
Green 

I 
Agima-gamig in Ojibway Wikwemikong dia

lect means chief or main building. The new 
4.000-square-foot brick ,structure will be the ad-
ministrative c~ntre of the l\lississaugas of the traditional or otherwise.' · he says. "The elec-
New Credit Reserve. tive· system has changed a lot. It used to be one 

, "We want to have our grand opening in . year at·a time, now it's two years." 
early spring. We've still got some things to fin- Though similar to a municipal government 
ish and we're waiting for our furniture, " he structure, the reserve is not divided into dis
says. "This building will also be the head office tricts. Seven elected councillors each represent 
of All Chiefs of Ontario." '100 band members of the entire reserve. Chie~ 

After five years in the Canadian Army, Cpl. councillor became a full-time position for the 
King returned to the reserve in the spr.ing of first time in 1981. ' 
1946. ''During my time we got hydro, telephone, 

"We got half an H-hut to start with," he a road system and housing. Six Nations bound
says. "Col. E. P. Randle. the Indian agent, had ary roads are the only ones not paved. We got 
it shipped in from Brantford Armory. I was all new bridge!. It took us IO years to get this 
made acting chief in 1950: got voted in the first building." 
time in 1951." Along with the new came a shift to the old. 

King served as chi~f councillor for a total ·of The community's first powwow represented an 
24 years. During one stretch, he ·-was elected other advance in its cultural revival. But thev 
nine straight times. found th~y had to go back before they could go 

"I'm the onl one wh hel forward . --~~~= -'--"'......_......_.,....._....., ...... =>.Oi"""'-'-=-:...;=<::u....-,:_:.:_:_: 

_ In the 1720s in what is now the City of Mis
sissauga, the French opened the Credit Trading 
Post near a Mississauga tribal village. Located 
along Lake Ontario at what became the Credit 
River, local inhabitants became known as the 
Mississaugas of the Credit Indians. 

Before last year's Three Fires Powwow 
could begin. the fires of Past. Present and Fu
ture were lit at the original Credit River site. 
Embers were then brought to rekindle the fires 
which burned during the three day event. 

"It was the best conducted powwow ·rve 
ever seen," says Mr. King. ·'The people helped 
to their limit until they couldn't help anymore." 

One item Mr. King couldn't resolve while in 
office was the band's land claim. An original 
settlement by Canada for lands in the cities of 
Mississauga and Toronto shrunk to half then 
was subsequently entirely withdrawn. 

"I'd like to see the land claim in Toronto 
cleared up," he says. . 

In his immediate future he'll be attending 
his first eld~rs conference. After that he'll keep 
busy as adviser to culture ·and activities. 


