
yet • like union should be impracticable for ten Of. d01.ell English colonies." 
It should be remembered that in those days 

the word ignorant merely meant unschooled; 
l&V'8e could be used for both negative and pos­
itive expression. Franklin was called "a savage 
8$ fbllosopher" and 1bomas Jefferson called 
himself a "savage from the mountains of 
America." 

In 1754, Franklin, now Pennsylvania's di~ 
matic envoy to the Iroquois; and other colonial 
leaders who had close contact with Indian so­
cieties introduced their plans for union at the 
Albany Congres.1. ~ 

-~-------, 

Among Franklin's party, the lroguois sa­
chem Canassatego advised lbal, "Our wise 
forefathers establilbed union and amity be­
tween the Five ations. This bas made us 
formidable ... by ,our obsemng the same me-

thods. . • yeu will acquire much strength and 
power." • 

Between the Albany Congress and the Revo­
lutionary War, Iroquois ideas of a union of in­
dependent states. governmental checks and ba­
lances, flftdom of speech and individual liber­
ty, all appealed te American l!aders who 
,ought an alternative to the feudal ideologies of 
their European ancestors. 

Some historians say tbe Albany. plan _of 
Union was directly copied from the Iroquo&S. 
An official thank you to the Iroquois stated, 
''Our for,fatben rejoiced to hear Canassatego 
speak those words. They have sunk deep into 
our hearts . .. Provinces have lighted a great 
COW;ICil fire at Philadelphia and sent sixty-five 
counsellors to speak and act in the name of the 
whole." 

In early November congressional hearings 
wW be held in Washington, to evaluate formal­
ly the contribution of the lroquo~ Great Law of 
Peace to the U.S. constitution. After 200 years, 
recogniUon that the principles of democracy 
came from the forests of North Americ · 
finally be realized. . . 
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