
.Warriors exhibit celebra 
(Haadwrlttea letter from Pte. 

E.M. Bunbam:) 
Somewhere in Germany 
Mar. 5, 1945 
Dear Folks: 
Whn·tl Boy lt'1 swell to get a 

breather and a r,ra"d night's .,..,,, 
You'll probably hear about us 

on the radio, but as luclc would 
have It, I was sent baclc for a few 
days to talce out citizenship pap
.,., but I told them I didn't need 
diem so I'm clear again until they 
a later. 

I managed to talce a shower, 
change my clothes, clean up, SH 
a mcwie and hear a radio, the first 
I've heard and done in a hell of a 
while so that now I don't feel 
quite as blue as I did just before 
they called me baclc and I only 
hope it lasts for a few days long-
er ... 

* * * 
U~ote • a handmade Happy 

Blrtbday card addressed .. Mn. 
&twml'd Bllrabam, RI Oblwekea:) 

O..rest mother: · 
You've been everything a son 
Id ever upecr of a mother. 
So plea .. accept my little 

n a tolcen of my love and 
.verything that may and daft go 
with it. 

Binhday 1945 
Your son, 
Love 
Ted. 

* * * 
(Canadian National Telegram 

ge RA3C40131 from Wabln&· 
, D.C.) 

MRS. MINA E. BURNHAM• 
ROUTE NUMBER ONE OHS· 
KENONT. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SIRES ·ME TO EXPRESS HIS 
EP REGRET THAT YOUR SON 

VT BURNHAM ELLWOOD M. 
~ KILLED IN ACTION IN GER

NY '9 MAR 45. HE HAD PRE
USL V BEEN REPORTED MISS-

G IN ACnON. CONFIRMING 

JA'll~~E ADJUTANT 

Private Burnham's purple heart 
is now in a glass ·case, along with 
the letter to his folks, the birthday 
card to his mother and the telegram 
she received shortly after the card 
arrived. 

It's an emotional display, part or 
the Warriors exhibit which opened 
on Friday night at the Woodland In
dian CUitural Centre. 

Rose 
Simone 

Emotional as it 'is, Mrs. Burn-
ham, who still lives in Oshweken, He was somebody's son. He also 
donated these treasured memories happened to be an Indian from Ohs
to the museum for more than 8 sen- weken; one of many who served this 

continent in war. 
timental ~- "So often those thoughts are 

As people react the touching let- · lost," said Tom Hill, the museum di· 
ter, the beautiful card, and the trag- rector at the Woodland Indian Cul
ic telegram, Pte. Burnham becomes tural Centre. 
more than just another statistic or Few people realize how much In-
the Second World War. dian people contributed to the de-



__ __,, 't e f o gotten 
flnce of this nation's freedom. The 
Indian IOldier is often "the forgotten 
IGldier ... said . Hill. 

The display includes ane 200 
artifactl splllftq history from the 

ar of 1112 te the World Wan, Kor
em and Vietnam an. 

nere an paintings, eapons, 
archival photographs, and memora
bilia in the collection. any of the 
artifacts came from private homes. 

"Whit 're trying to do is to 
evoke moods and feelln&, and 
ma~ triger a little bit of IIOltal 
pa," ilaid Mr. Hill. 

But beyond that, the museum is 
trying to educafe the pubQc about 
"the apedal kinds of circumltancel 
lndiar. people faced hen they 
moved iilto the military." 

. Bumham's son, like many 

other Indian men and women, joined 
the irmed foces in the United States 
because it was difficult to get 
around the military rules and regu
lations which prevented many of 
them from joining here. 

"A lot of Indian people served 
with the American forces because it 

as easier (to be commissioned) 
ttill ay,'' said Mr. Hill. 

In the Second World War for ex
ample, the Royal Canadian Air 
Force had regulations preventing 
people from being commissioned 
oveneas if they weren't of pure Eu
ropean delcent or didn't meet cer
tain edlacation standards. 

The Royal Canadian avy also 
bad a prerequisite that an applicant 
blcl to be a "British born subject of 
a white race.'' 

During the ar of 1112. Indian 
people viewed as allies, said 
Mr - Hill, but after the war, when 
their lel'Vices for the protection of 
North America were no kJnaer re
quired, "a paternalistic attitude de-
~-" 

•• After belnr arriors, they be-
cam- desi&nated children." 

The artifac OD display show 
boW after each ar, major IOCial 
and cultural cbages took ~

"Wars are bench-mark • not 
only for Indian people but for all of 
IOCiety," said Mr. Hill. 

The cbances can be seen in the 
Indian ~ OD display. The 
traditional beadwork and colors 
merged with the design of ScoUisb 
capa Indiana came in contact 
with people from Scottilh regiments. 

It's ironic, how 10 much artistic 
beauty is found in objects used to 
cauN death. There are intricately 
carved ar dubs from the War of 
1112 an diaplay, which show, as Mr. 
Hill said: "Even in times of ar, 
there as an artistic creativity that 
cannot be ignored .• , 

Looting clOler at the display, 
the allO notices a sharpened 
object found In a Mallnk Indian viJ. 
laae, wbicb would have been embed
ded In a 

" abVtDUIIY 
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