
dian relics Uncovered b 
LANGFORD - I found myself standing in 

,awe OD the ground of an Iroquois cabin site dat­
:ing back to 162t or 1630 and a small Neutral In­
dian ctampground receatly unearthed in Lane­
ford. Thad the opportunity to meet with region­
.el archeologist Paul Lennox of London, who is 
with the Ministry of Transportation. He and his 
s&aff of seven, along with six citizenship an<I 
culture summer students OD loan to him, have 
been conducting an archaeology dig in the bush 
here since April. It will probably continue at 
least two more months. 
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~ 

With construction of the new section of rowhead, dated back to 8000 B.C. and was 
Highway 403 and interchanges coming soon, the found on the right-of-way. Mr. Lennox feels 
~ was contracted to locate possible sites, these sites are from a small village of Neutral 
which it has been doing by digging test pits lO Indians which lived apart from three or four 
metres apart through the bush and inspecting other large villages in the area. They existed 
fields every 10 metres. 'Ibey have identified 30 by growing crops, fishing and hunting. Car 
sites and 20 of these will be endangered by the nized corn and beans were found, which shows 
highway right-of-way. They are being systema- they cultivated the land. He showed me a corn 
tical)y dug at least 10 inches deep and the soil kernel dated about 1620 A.O. 
is sifted and carefully examined. 

All articles collected, and they are numer A great number of bones of deer, turtle, 
ous, are identified, labelled, sorted as to their raccoon, squirrel, bird and fish were found 
~ on the map and are carefully preserv- which leads them to believe game was plenti-
ed for further studies at the lab. Only when all ful, especially deer. They found four European 
this data is complete will they know the full items, two of brass and two glass beads, which 
~ance of their finds. , the Indians probably received in trade for furs. 

In one spot, one-metre square, they found Their longhouse was very small, as lon-
380 pieces of pottery, some blackened - which ghouses go. They located two of .them which 
&ells them they were used for cooking. Lots of were five metres square. This-leads them to be-
.flint, otherwise known as chert, a stone the lieve it was not a major village, perhaps only a 
Neutral Indians brought from the north shore few families. The average longhouse in a major 
of Lake Erie, was found. It was flaked and village was 30-to-100 metres long. One 13-acre 
used for arrowheads, scrapers, drills and all site dates back to 1620 or 1630, a four-acre site 

...::m= a=o=ne=r:.....:of::..:....::too= ls-=-. One=:....:i.:.:tem= , __ a.Lii,i~~ ....... til_e-.=i_nt_a __ r_- - , about 1620, and one site had flakes of chert 

rom at least 1000 B.C. No pottery was found on 
his site as it was before pottery even existed. 

I saw tools used for scraping hides, stones 
sed for pounding, arrowheads, pottery for 

king and decorative pottery pieces, seeds 
nd nuts, a stem from an old clay pipe, pieces 
f spongeware, white granite, and buttons 

made of bone. 
The diggers can locate _where posts have 
n for cabin foundations and even arrive at 

measurements. 
I wrote this.under a mighty maple tree with 

the largest trunk circumference I have ever 
seen. It must be a very ancient tree and per­

aps supplied maple syrup. In this lovely, 
aceful setting I could easily imagine people 

busy cooking over an open fire while the sun 
sparkled on the water and the woods echoed 
M-ith children's laughter. 

Further east the team has discovered a set­
tler'& one-room cabin dating back to 1835 and I 
hope to be there when they conduct this dig. In 
the meantime, my thanks to Paul Lennox for 
making me so welcome, and others like Eliza­
beth Alder, archaeologist from Kitchener, Bev. 
Menison. Philippe Peleja, Chris Baker and 
MartiD Gpsslwpf for tlleir help. 

Tb9 new Highway 40I will be a reality in 
lbe not tao ~ tu,e. la U.. llll8Dtirle, we 
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