
- Most people have a ~ 
a1,out- the number of natives that used 

Soutbei'll Ontario and in the rest of 
~~lilil'iir-:111, Wbite Suro~ regarded tile 

Marth America which they knew ·notb­
,a., wild· and empty. Writers usually 

it "the wilderness." Actually it was bad-
misnamed. It was not a wilderness. 

Par example in Ontario, history books tell 
ttmeire were Tobacco Indians or Petuns, Neut- · 

fltll'Oll9 and Algonquins, when the Freneh 
~- The Hurons were actually a confedera-

Of rour nations who spolte different langu-
• They were never given English names so 
wri~ simply called them Hllrons. The 
als were U10 made up of several separate 

ud should really be called the Neutral 
aiiillil'silMP. 1be Algonquins wete really Cree 

with their separate bands, such as 
and Ottawa. · 

,_,,..._lll,iJle wbite Europeans took for empty 
was actually peopled with thousands 

. There were dew.ens of Indian towns, 
"*mes surrounded by. -smaller villages, 

lere in Ontario. 1bere were nearby clear­
db bilge ftelds c,f com, beans and squash. 
~ Jesuits who came to convert the 

of the Huron Confederacy wrote 
1'em. They called the- 1118111, volames 

. . 1bese books 

Our Town· 
George 
Beaver . 

related many stories but they were all in 
French. 

In 1634, the Huron villages were ravaged by 
diseases brought by· the Europeans. In five 
years, the Hurons lost half their population. 
According to the Jesuit census of 1640, taken af. 
ter an epidemic of smallpox in 1639, the Hurons 
and Petuas numbered 12,000 people in 3'l vill­
ages. This means that five y~ earlier, there 
were 24,900 here in wliat is now Soutbern On­
tario. The woods were far from .pty. 

At the Woodland Indian Centre on Mohawk 
Street, there is a large map showing the loca­
tion of hundreds of Indian trails. They criss­
eross ho-de-n~sau-lle-ga, the or1ginal land 
the· Six Natiom Iroquois, in what is now New 
York State. I couated 36 separale bu 
there may have been QIOre. There ii . ....... 
to believe 1bat a similar ... ~::J::­emt in the rest of North ni 


