
ile (now widowed) are seen at their marriage feast. 

DMINIS!J'RATION ATTACKED: 

ontroversy On Marriage 
Follows Indian s Deat 

B7 Pe&,!r Wllelan ting the province's ti1ht to pass tistia for the Indian affairs 
Tu accidental death or a Six laws for Indians aud would set branch, lrl. McCrimmona, ,till 
.,.._ Indian and the resulting a precedent for future "encroach- come here from ()Uawa on i'tlt. 

venial status of the 16-year- ments" on the Indians' rights. 14 to talk over the matter. 
lei p-1 ffl! had married in a Long- .. T~e Coa.nty ut! . "J~ S&ar&iq" 

4Ht.e has sparked a Six Na- The first ~bing you know, _if As far u actual progreas wu 
Confederacy attack on gov- we acc~pt this, the c~!'nty "'.ill concerned, th~re wu n~ne. C 

rnmenL administration of Indian be . p~ssmg laws for us, he ~1d. Lo1an, Jr., sud they. did not ~ 
al1'I Chief Logan Jr., and Acting pect any-they were Just s~ 

• . . Chief Emerson Hill, representing the ease. Tilt: orI, in the eyes of the ~npi- the confederacy, and the cr.uples' 
• 18 Mrs. Leroy Smoke, ~idow relatives Monday spent two hours Are the LonghQuse marri~ 
.a 20-year-ol~ man who wa_s arguing the case with the local of former years also regarded 

Dec. 12 1_Jl a quarry acci- Indian superintendent, R. J. the government as ilfe1al? 
near Hamilton. Stallwood. Mr. Stallwood said he coqld 

Tbeir ~ligb~e.r, born five days , The upshot of the meeting was not venture a guess as to -~ 
, ia let1timate, the confed- that the re istrar of vital sta.lstatus of the marriages prior to 
claims. be Marriage Act revision. 
-aceording to the Ontario He suggested tha'-eadl oukl 

~l~ interpretation of ave to be decided on its own 
m,miaee's Marriage Act, the erits" - and possibly could n 

DIM!r uiarrJed, an settled short of the law co 
Dolig. 'Be6-1 :.N~ -

~ name-and thei tandard fo1'! giving detal, 
me11timate. arriage had been registere 

e lligltt tD Legislate? 1Nith the Indian affairs branch. 
Jhe confederacy charges that Since the revjsion, _however 

the Indians' treaty rights, he branch nad refused to accep 
Ontario · government has no them. . 

to legislate on Indian af- · In the centre of the dispute 
the quiet young widow. 

Administering of Indian mat 
rests with the Inci:an affair 
ch of the federal Department 

Citizenship and Immigration 
dian representatives say. 
Even the Federal" government 
barred from passing new In-

· an legislation, under treaty 
nas, the confederacy contends. 
From there the case descends 
to a turmoil of law and tradi

stretcbing back to the Brit 
North America Act of 1867. 

Jt shapes up as a t~st case o 
e stand the confederacy ha 
intained for decades-that th 

Nations are an independen 
tity, equal, not subject, to th 
minion of. Canada. 

Traditional Ceremony 
The couple were married 

une 23 by Joseph Logan. Sr. 
'ef of the Onondaga tribe, in th 

aditional Longhouse ceremony. 
Chief Logan. however. was no 
gistcred with the Ontario Gov 

rnment as a person authoriz 
solemnize a marriage. 

The Marriage Act was revised i 
1156 to accept the Longhouse re 
· ·on as a bonafide rciigion fo 
~ first timr. 

To register, says the act, a 
rson must be ordained. a 
inted. and recognized as en 

'tied by his religious body ta 
rform a marriage. 
Chief Logan fills those qualifi 

atiOIIS with the Longhouse pe 
pie-but the Onondaga Long 
bouse will not rec~hize an 
provincial right to pass laws con 
ceming t~e Six Nations. 

Listed 'as Single 
Leroy Smoke's death cerlificat 

made out in Burlington after h' 
death at the Nelson Crushed Ston 
Company, listed him as singl 
saying in effect that the girl · 
an unmarried mother, and that he 
hild is illegitimate. 
Her listing as a member of th 

Indian band-the official Indi 
affairs branch listing-says she · 
Pearl Doris Kick, Number 
in the Lower Cayuga Band. 

Her baby is listed under he 
number and name, not that 

IIMID" she COD81ders she wa 
arried to. · 
There is no mention of mar 

iage In the band listmg. 
On one side of her is- the In 

ian affairs branch-which 
rawn the enmity of the Long 
ouse people by 'tryhtg to in 

tegrate them with the white pe 
pie-and the Ontario govern 
ment, which her people believ 
cannot affect her. 

Allies Not Subjects" 
On the other side are her .pe 

pie, who are in full sympath 
with her predicament, but fee 
that they must use her plight a 
a test case to prove their rights. 

"We have never been su 
jects," said Emerson Hill. 

"History will bear that out. W 
are allies, not subjects. Th 

rovince has no ri ht. •. " 


