
Dupassionate Study 

........... son's Verse Mediocre 
HAMILTON (CP) - In- in 1861, a sense of urg- She therefore embark-

dian poet Pauline John- ency was felt for a truly ed upon a career that es­
son, who had difficulty Canadian literature and sentially catered to popu­
in having verse publish- and in post - Confedera- lar taste of her time, he 
ed while she lived, was tion Canada it was more explained. Dressed in In­
subsequently "chosen for important that verse be dian costume she went 
immortality by the liter- written -by a Canadian from city to city, town to 
ary boosters of the 1920s, than that it be poetry, he town, even barn to barn, 
a :McMaster university as- added. reciting her verse and 
sistant professor said to- Miss Johnson was born reading her interpreta-
day. on the Six Nations Re- tions of Indian legends. 

In an address to · the serve near Brantford, the In her costume, com-
Intemational Conference daughter of a hereditary plete with scalps hang­
on Iroquoian Studies at Mohawk chief and an mg from her waist she 
the university, Dr. Nor- English mother. She was "could have carried at 
man Shrive said interest determined to write but least part of the audience 
in Miss Johnson was realized that she could by merely standing on 
stimulated by the non- earn no more than a few t ,, Th m d 
literary aspects of her cents when she was fortu- 8 age. e P essor e­
career. " nate enough to have scribed the tours u be-
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If an unprejudiced, dis­
passionate assessment of 
Pauline Johnson's verse 
was made, said the pro­
fessor, "'I think we shall 
see that she is to be 
n e i t h e r unrestrain­
edly praised nor sneer­
ingly -scorned." 


