The smell of yellowed silk
and dusty leather hangs in a
basement corridor of the post
office building. Three members
of the Chiefswood restoration
committee are going through
eight trunks that belonged to
Pauline Johnson, the Indian
poetess, and her sister, Evelyn.
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beaver hat; a sword, and pages
of written material and books,
including several journals and

manuscripts of Pauline's
poems.

Mrs, Ethel Brant Monture,
Mrs. Andrew Jamieson, and
Mrs. J. 'C. Hill are doing the
work. The belongings have to
be carefully unwrapped, iden-
tified, and catalogued in pre-
paration for their installation
in Chiefswood, the poetess’
home on the Six Nations Re-
serve, when it is restored.

Plans for the restoration are
going ahead, the committee
members report B. Napier

tural

expert
who was deeply involved in the
Upper Canada Village project,
has been retained to assist in
the work here.
“The family had a fine li-
brary,” Miss Monture noted
as the contests of the trunks
were being examined, ‘“‘There

are many valuable old books,

and also a few excellent ex-
amples of early glass.

“Of course, there are some
things that are just trash,” she
observed, holding up a set of
oval, colored pictures of Gib-
son .;irh.

“It must have been a senti-
mental family,” Mrs. Hill said.
The three ladies have found a
few pressed pansies picked, ac-
cording to a note with them
in Pauline Johnson’s own hand-

writing, from

the Chiefswood

garden the last time the poet-

mother walked there. The

family was moving after the
death of Mr. Johnson.
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Ezght Trunks Gwe Up Treasures
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have been . discovered is a
dress sword, now aged tight in
its scabbard, that belonged to
Pauline’s father. The original
1856 drawings for the house at
u‘Chiehwood have also come to

ht

“There is no telling how long
we may be here,” said one of
thé ladies, surveying the

-imounting pile of old articles.

“It is going to take weeks to
catalogue all this.”



