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Interview with Leroy Hill on Bill C-10 
SIX NATIONS - The 1\.vo 
Row Times met with 
Haudenosaunee Confed
eracy Secretary "Jock" 
Hill to talk about the 
pending Bill C-10 and it's 
implications on all Six Na
tions residents. Note that 
Mr. Hill's opinions are his 
own and should not nec
essarily be construed as 
that of the Confederacy 
Chiefs Council at large. 

TRT: How would you see 
the 1\.vo Row Wampum is 
not being applied? How do 
you see the Canadian gov
ernment, the province, or 
the City of Brantford relat
ing to the 1\.vo Row? 

The way I see it, 
Canada is still under the 
Queen and they'll admit 
it is still so. When the 
Queen and the Crown 
comes into the picture, 
it's already laid out how 
we're supposed to relate. 
It's been established cen
turies ago. It was meant 
to last along as the riv
ers are still flowing and 
the grass is still green in 
the spring and the sun 
shining. So there is no 
debating that on our side 
of it. So it's almost like 
they are in denial. Now 
it's important to under
stand why it's like that. 
The reason it's like that 
is because they launched 
a plan a while back, to as
similate and eliminate us. 
Now because we haven't 

been assimilated or elim
inated, they don't really 
have papers to say, 'Well, 
what do we do? These 
people didn't abandon 
ship.' That was the intent. 
So this is why there is a 
difficulty because their 
manual they have been 
following since the Dun
can Campbell Scott days 
in the 1920s, he's the one 
who really laid an agen
da out and to this day, 
the Harper government 
is following that. And it's 
sad because we're still 
here and our people are 
determined as can be 
to remain who we are. 
That's what our struggle 
is, to remain who we are. 
We're supposed to be ab
sorbed into their society 
by now. 

In bill C-10, what I 
see is they're taking some 
aggressive action on our 
people. That's what's it's 
going to be amounting to. 
And they're going to see 
what they can get away 
with, again. 

TRT: ls this where they're 
hiring more RCMP officers 
for a special task force to 
go after "contraband"? 

Right. They say, 'we 
feel that it's funding or
ganized crime and these 
gangs and they've linked 
it in to the worst things 
in society.' But why don't 
they have some cour
tesy and sit down with 

our leadership and have 
a discussion about this? 
Is their claim even fac
tual? First start there, 
and work with that idea 
of the equality, brother
hood, respect and peace 
and fr iendship that we're 
supposed to have. Instead 
they make an announce
ment that they're going to 
hire more goons. 

TRT: We say that our peo
ple have never been de
feated in war but what if 
people say that was a war 
when the RCMP attacked 
us in 1924? 

I wouldn't say so 
because the Haudenos
aunee are spread across 
many, many territories, 
in many different states, 
and different provinces. I 
think that for them to re
ally, really say they beat 
us in war, we've had bat
tles we've won and lost, 
in the world, and there's 
not one country in the 
world that can't say that. 
The fact of the matter is, 
we're here and we don't 
intend on going away so 
what would you rather 
have, conflict and pres
sure and stress on your 
grandchildren, or friend
ship and harmony and 
this feeling of mutual aid 
and brotherhood that's in 
our hearts? 

It gets lost in the shuf
fle here. So right away the 
government is gonna put 

more goon squads on the 
ground to fight Indians 
and it's gonna be good for 
Canada. Well how many 
Canadians think it's gon
na be a good move to 
make? They already got 
everything settled down. 
Like that's the work that 
I've been doing. I went 
through a lot of stress 
to keep the peace. You 
know, like a lot of work 
has gone in by the tra
ditional leadership, the 
men and women, to help 
our people stay in a good 
place where they don't 
wanna be taking up arms 
or blowing up bridges or 
taking out railway lines. 

TRT: What can the Chiefs 
do? 

Well like I say, what 
I see is that the Harper 
government is intent on 
following Duncan Camp
bell Scott's agenda: 'By 
the time I'm done my 
term there will be no In
dians to worry about.' 
Like maybe he wants us 
to battle. But our Chiefs 
have to advocate. Our 
Chief's cannot say we're 
gonna battle with you. 
But it can happen. You 
know if he's going to 
push, the Chief's will step 
back, and that seems to 
be where he wants to go. 

I don't know if he 
(Harper) or his advisors 
really know the feeling 
on the ground in Indian 

Country they'd see there's 
a lot of desperation, and 
there's a generation that's 
had enough. That's not 
somewhere off in the dis
tance, that's right there in 
front of you. 

TRT: What do we do if, say 
20,000 people wanted to 
uphold the 1\.vo Row in a 
proper way? 

Well I know the 
fu·nction of politicians, 
right from in towns and 
municipalities, region
al directors and all this 
stuff that's in place. Peo
ple that are voted in rely 
on votes and the fact of 
the matter is, the peo
ple, they really do have 
some influence, especial
ly unions and things like 
that. A good example of 
that is this C-10 thing I 
talked about earlier. Now 
you see big headlines on 
the news saying these 
Indians are in bed with 
a bunch of criminal or
ganizations and all that. 
I think we have to step 
back and take a look at 
what we want in Ontario 
and even in Haldimand 
and Brant. When most of 
those people are voted 
in, they have to answer 
to some degree. I think 
people want to support 
this idea of the Two Row 
abiding by peace and 
friendship and all these 
good things that they 
have agreed to. That's a 

treaty that we've agreed 
to uphold, so we have to 
apply this because it's en
trenched in the Canadian 
Constitution. 

Through C-10, they're 
attacking something 
that's making our people 
somewhat independent. 
That's really what they're 
attacking. Let's cut to the 
chase. ' 

I had gotten a mes
sage that feds made 
an announcement that 
they're going to hire 
more RCMP to enforce 
their law on tobacco. I'm 
concerned because, al
though I'm not employed 
by (anyone in the tobacco 
trade), I have relatives 
who are employed or are 
in some way tied to it. 

The attack is on any 
measure of our indepen
dence because that goes 
against Harper and Flan
nigan and Duncan Camp
bell Scott's agenda for 
us. They're attacking our 
ability to be independent 
with the chains they want 
to put on us . 

In closing I would like 
to see us put something in 
place that benefits all and 
that we all can defend. 
That's what I see as need
ing to be done if we're to 
handle this issue as a Na
tion. I still believe we can 
and should be under our 
own Tobacco Law. 


