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Figure 9. Left: Publicity material from Pauline Johnson’s  1906  London  tour.  Right:  Photograph  of  
Pauline Johnson taken in London 1906. (McCrea 1947) 
 
 
NMAI 008386.000 from 1906 to Present 
 

After  Heye’s  purchase  and  cataloguing  of  the belt in 1906, there are no MAI-HF 
inventory records or other records concerning it until  it  was  classified  as  a  “low”  item 
(meaning  “not  found”) during the inventory of the MAI-HF collection in the 1970s.22 On 
March 22, 1996, NMAI Acting Registrar Ann Drumheller reported to NMAI’s Curatorial 
Council that NMAI 008386.000 had been found in the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology (UPM) collections and returned to the 
NMAI. This may be explained by the fact that shortly after Heye purchased the belt, he 
lent his sizeable personal collection to the UPM (Gordon 1907).23 After Heye created the 

                                                 
22 In 1938 the MAI-HF compiled an inventory entitled “Wampum  Collection  (Not  Including  Strings)”  
which did not include NMAI 008386.000 (MAI-HF 1938). Another undated MAI-HF document, 
“Wampum  Belts  of  the  Six  Nations  Confederacy  in  the Possession  of  the  Heye  Foundation”  does not list 
NMAI 008386.000 as part of the MAI-HF collections (MAI-HF n.d.). Martin Sullivan briefly mentions the 
belt  in  his  1995  repatriation  report  entitled  “Reviewer's  Report  on  Request  by  Grand  Council  of  the  
Houdenosaunee (Six Nations) for Repatriation of Wampum Belts, Strings, and Beads;”  under  “Table  2  
Unclaimed  Six  Nations  Wampum,”  Sullivan  (1995)  classified  the  belt  as  a  “League  belt”  and  recommended  
notifying Grand River that  the  belt  was  in  NMAI’s  possession, but at that time, Sullivan was unaware that 
the belt was not found during NMAI inventories (personal communication, March 24, 2011).  
23 In 1907 this museum was known as the Free Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania.  


