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War of 1812

Mohawk Warriors Drop Out

Following their repulse at Stoney Creek the Americans sent a
force from Fort George'to destroy a British advanced post at
Beaver Dams. Warned of their approach by an Indian scout
and by Laura Secord, a force of Iroquois from Caughnawaga
and the Grand River, led by Captains Dominique Ducharme
and William Kerr, ambushed the attackers near here on 24
June 1813, and compelled them to surrender to Lieutenant
James Fitzgibbon of the regular British army. After this defeat
the Americans did not again venture out in force, leaving the
British in control of the area.

Aprés leur déconvenue & Stoney Creek, les Américains en-
voyerent des troupes du fort George pour détruire I'avant-
garde de Beaver Dams. Avertis par un éclairenr indien et
Laura Secord, un groupe d'Iroquois de Caughnawaga et de la
riviére Grand, dirigé par les capitaines Dominique Ducharme
et William Kerr, tendit une embuscade aux assaillants et les
obligea 4 se rendre au lieutenant James Fitzgibbon, de I'armée
britannique. Cette défaite du 24 juin 1813 mit un terme aux
incursions américaines dans la région,qui est alors restée aux
mains des Britanniques. -
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The victory was entirely due to the Indians, who were not only deprived of the
booty which had been promised them but of the honour and glory which they
had won.

Capt. Francois Dominique Ducharme, Officer of the St. Lawrence Mohawks in
the Indian Department, 1828

Once the Americans were secured, the British officers claimed the victory and
denied the St. Lawrence Mohawks their right to the war booty. Instead, it went
to the Grand River Mohawks who agreed to return to the battlefield on
condition they received immediate compensation. This aggravated the St.
Lawrence Mohawks so much that they decided to quit the war and go home.
On July 11, 1813, Colonel William Claus wrote to Sir John Johnson,
Superintendent of the Indian Department, rationalizing that the Mohawks
wanted to return to the St. Lawrence to help with the Harvest, not dealing with
the real issues of dissatisfaction. Many Buffalo Creek Haudenosaunee also left
American occupied territory on the Niagara Peninsula and went home,
complaining that they had not received promised pay; were worried about their
families; fear of the closure of the Bank of the United States that delayed treaty
annuities; and they wanted back pay before they would continue to fight.



