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EIGHT-YEAR-OLD Trina
Pelletier sits on the lap of
Chief Dan Goerge who is a
house guest of her parents,

chief and Mrs. Leonard

At 74, Chief Dax
Isn’t Set To Retire Yet

By FLOR-ANNE FAULKNER

Sevenly-four on July 24,
Chief 9Dan George of North
Vancouver harbors no thoughts
of refirement just vet.

The .philosophy behind this,
explaing " the silver haired
chief, is based on an old In-
dian legend, personified in the
movie “Little Big Man" where
as Old Lodge Skins, a Chey-
enne chief, he prepares for his
own imminent death, only to
learn it isn't time to go.

A Salish Indian, he was horn
Dan Slholte, but was forced to
change his name to Dan
George when a teacher was
unable to pronounce his sur-
name. The George is his fa-
ther's Christian name, while
the “chief” is an honorary
title conferred on him by the
British Columbia Council of
Chiefs on the premiere in 1970
of his movie ‘“Little Big Man"
in Vancouver., He did however
serve 12 vears as chief of the
Teslallwatte tribe in Northern
B.C. prior to launching a gar-
eer in the movies.

Chief George began making
his mark as an actor late in
life, having worked most of
his vears as a stevédore and
part time logger.

STARTED ON TV

It started with the. role of
Ol' Antoine in the CBC ‘tele-
vision series Caribou Couniry.

When the lead actor, a white
mait, took sick Chiefl George's
eldest son, who was also part
of the cast, suggested his fa-
ther for the key role as the old
Indian.

Chief George was audilioned
and given the part. “‘The
white man wouldnt come
back.” chuckled Chief George,
who starred in the remaining
seven segments,

One chapter of the 12-part
series, entitled “How to Break
A Quarter Horse," was later
sold to Walt Disney who made
it into_ g full-length movie, re-
naming it “Smith.”” Much to
his surprise, Chief George was
hired to co-star with Glenn
Ford in the movie, filmed in
the B.C. interior, near Williams
Lake.

NOMINATED

From there, he went on to
co-star  with Dustin Hoffman

Pelletier of the Fort William
Mission. Trina, the 1973
Tammy, will be presenting
flowers to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth today, Chief Genﬁe,

in “Little Big Man,” filmed
in Montana and Calgarv. His
portraval as Old Lodge Skins
earned him an Academy
Award nomination as best sup-
porting actor.

“I was kind of scared work-
ing with Dustin Hoffman—he's
tops in my books,"” recalled
Chief George. 'l thought may-
he I'd ruin the part for him
. « . but the seript was weil-
written for me. The person who
wrote i, wrote it just the way
I liked to play it."

As for his Oscar nomination,
he savs, “I didn't have no
hopes for winning.”

However, he did receive the
New York film eritics group
award for best supporting ac-
tor for the same movie which
he commented, ] liked better,
The critics are always hard.”

A quiet spoken gentlemen,
Chief George became vehem-
ent when asked about Marlon
Brando's refusal of an Oscar
last March. Brando's spokes-
man, who appeared before the
Academy Awards audience,
was an Apache woman, who
said Brando could not accept
because of Hollvwood's treat-
ment of the American Indian
“, . . and because of recent
happenings at Wounded Knee.”

“According te our culture
that was wrong,” said Chief
George, explaining that an In-
dian never refuses a gift, no
matter how small or insigni-
ficant,

MADE MISTAKE

Bringing politics into such am
occasion was also wrong, ac-’
cording to Chief George's stan-

dards. “‘He also made a mis- .

take sending an Indian girl,™
he added.

Chief George is also adam-
ant about education for his
people, frowning upon segre-
gated reserve schools, Indian
children should be integrated
within the white man's schools
as early as Grade 4, he sugs
gested. L

Indian eulture should also be
made part of the curriculum
for both white and native chil-
dren, if not on the regular pro-
gram at least at night school.
Similar programs of this na-
ture in B.C. have proven suc-
cessful, he noted.

who Monday night officialy |
opened Indian Days, will also
be introduced to the Queen.
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Chief George's family-cen-!
tred life (he has two sons and
four daughters) has had to
undergoe change in the past de-
cade, since his rise to fame,
His time is mainly taken up
now with movie-making (he
starls filmng ““The Bears agd*
I" with John Wayne in a few
days, followed in Auzust with
another movie, “‘Litile Chief’
which will alse be filmed in
Canada.) In between there's
promotional work, such as that
he's done. for CP Air, Lake
Tahoe or an eve glags company
and 'speaking *engagements;
mainly to U.S. universities
and colleges He's alsn been
patron for such ohservances as
Young Canada Book Week and
Brotherhood Week

RELEASE SOON

Two other movies, **Alien
Thunder' with Deonald Suth-
erland which was filmed near
Saskatoon and “Cold Journey™
with Buffy Ste. Marie and John-
ny Yesno are both scheduled
for release within the not too
distant future. :

He has had to hire a lawve
to look after investing h
money in various stocks,

elling companion who has a
companied him everywhe
since his wife of 52
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Annual Snow Taffy Parties
Entice Many Sudden Friends

A Times-News reporter’s
visit to the sugar bush on
the Fort William Indian
Reserve on the slopes of ML,
McKay to garner a slory
on the annual Maple sap
harvest (April 15 lissue)
brought memories flooding
back for Schreiber
correspondent Mrs. Inez
McCuaig., Her tale follows

SCHREIBER — “When we were
very voung, my sister and my
brother and I, the moon of our
popularity with our friends
waxed and wanted, according to
circumstances, as did our
friends!

Sometimes the experience was
gloried in, and at other times,
grimly endured, for usually, we
suffered as a wnit . . . and
seemingly, our parents were
never aware of our being put
in ‘coventry’, for apparently,
during those early years,
parentf considered that kids’
affairs WERE kids® affairs —
a sensible attitude, for the most
part, and remained aloof from
such small wars . . . although
they could have been alerted
at a certain time in spring by
a ochrious smugness which
surrounded us, like an aura, so
confident were we that shortly
— we'd be the most popular
kids on the entire west end —
their ranks augmented by kids
from other parts of town.

Our self-confidence was due
to the fact that just when the
snow began to disappear from
the town the ample syrup from
eastern Ontario began to arrive.
And, although many others|
received standing orders, our
father was the only person who

made Snow Taffy!! :

Possibly, because he grew up |
on a farm, when all the family
were necessarily engaged im its
various seasonal
this was a fond celebration ‘of
an earligh custom, when,

on, the | odv: with  ‘slurping . and
day and night task of 'war ?ﬂ:]é] ' sinﬂﬁﬂ
off’ completed, nhildret‘t*‘i!% ozen: ‘stuck torone’s
rewarded for their efforts Byfy s . until lfj, |

a Snow Taffy Party." -

Whatever the Impulse was,
the invitation was® anjopen one,
with gnly une% tion;. each
child had to arrive with a _clean
pan of packed snow — the sjze

of the pan-as large as the guest
could muster for the occasion.
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And, because, at that time of
year, any snow within the town
was dirty, grimy, completely
unacceptable, further ex-
citement was created by the

guests having to search on the
hills suwrrounding the town, for
clean, white snow. While this
search was going on, papa was
boiling the syrup in a huge pot,
and when the horde of kids
arrived — some with small pie
tins (scornfully regarded hy
wiser guests) others came with
roasting pans, and, best of all,
those long pans then called
‘dripping pans' — all filled with
clean, hard-packed snow, and
severally, came to the shed
steps, where papa stood, with
the big pot of hot &yrup, and
generously: ladelled it in lacy
patterns on the i¢y snow. .

, ‘with " the~ fork - which |
Mea -Hﬂ,"_"ﬁﬁ' i

up «the candy,

S B e o
Granfed, few, mﬁ%

small gourmets, replete “owiti
their feast, could eat any:
at hounre, . 1o

nigthers  being

wera ' given, -

lenient, remembering this was|

the day of -the annual Snow
m PE‘F,‘F'TT e Ar -
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meo noee i Mlechanies’® Institute Hall

'aglﬂitlu:l he much prefers

wwcwitm Was Karly Soeial Centre

prefers quiet gatherings » T
fnselaite of Hollywood and! o Toe Mechanic’s Instifite in

anything, he is almost ‘e Schreiber, the forerunner ﬂ{ Fhﬂ
harrassed by his fame. Acti present town hall was a building
to him is a job, he said, aj of many parts,

he isn't in it for fame | . It housed the public library,

glory. 43 : |
A% soon a5 a movis is fil; (@ Darbershop and two cubicles)

! grins
He's still the same manj

humble home in North Va'in the town) rented, usually on
couver, Even his automobi /Saturday nights, at a modest|
before EIE: was ﬂltalﬂgyﬂhfﬂ ‘25 cents with the bather bring-
an ‘aecident, cou gaug "
modest by Hollywood stam Zh.%.]i: OWE-toNeel Ainl S,
vards, he said, although he e e was an - auditorium
where the first movies were
orse for transportation. shown, The walls pf the audi-
Looking ahead fo the ! torium were liberally covered
ture.s Chief George is nes 'gith pictures of the Bluebird

tiating a contraet to sta : :
muvieft"-?:ra el Eaigh o ];}Em girls. Here were enjoved the

Geromimo — “But rmhr rf { hi many WPU].EI' Sﬂ'ri.a]ﬁ-
get the right story. He was | There were the Girl and The|
renegade. He did a !of of Nigh

ing but it wasin self defente.” 1}

Game, featuring Helen Holmes,
a railway tale; The Red Circle
about the various adventures of
Pearl White; The Iron Claw in
which Wu Fang was featured,
and The Voice On The Line.

‘ed. he refreats back fo | containing bath tubs (the first| The audience followed a set|
E'Eccident:-: occurred, but the
and | audience waited patiently, en

pattern in seating
ments, seldom varying
never questioned.  Youngsters
occupied the first three rows,
noisy, shoving and jostling dur-
ing musical interludes (this was
the silent movie era).

In the next three rows, seats
on either side of the aisle were
tacitly accepted as belonging to
six older ladies whose attend-
ance was guarranteed. Behind

arrange-

these rows wére_g,];.he youngel
lfu-llr, always there, but unwill:
ling to admit their interest
laughing as the older ladies
shouted warnings during the
play’s progress.

Films broke, and other minm

joyving a round of social ex
changes until the repair wa
done. Somehow not the biggest
longest, nor most starstudded
spectacular of today <an re
capture the spirit of those long
‘ago mbvie goers.

The Schreiber Mechanic's In
stitute so far as is known, wa

the only one built in the distrie



