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Bell Telephone ;Here Since 18384

| Bell Canada’'s $1,854,000 ex-|Lakehead Telephone history. Be- ed that of the area — constant
'penditure on consigection and sides the Twin Cities, 12 other and secure. A good basic labor
‘equipment in 1966 ught the exchanges received DDD, put- force continues to play an im-

1y

form of conversiom to dial tele-
phone service in a number of
communities, notably Gerald-

‘company’s total capital invest-|
'ment in Northwestern Ontario
‘to  approximately $20,000,000.
| In Northwestern Ontario's 213-
000 square miles, Bell Canada
serves approximately 20,000 cus-
. |t8mers through 4! separate ex-
. |changes, and directly operates
long distance service for more
than 40,000 subseribers in Fort
William, Port Arthur and Dry-
| den. : ;

Bell has operated in the Lake-
head since 1884, having sold its
local equipment in 1910, while
reserving the right to establish |
long distance lines in the area.
By 1930, long distance lines link- |
ed the Twin Cities with Duluth, |
an event heralding the estab-
lishment of additional lines to
other distant points.

In 1932, Trans-Canada Tele-
phone System was inaugurated,
| enabling every telephone
_5_c:ustumerr in Canada to ecall
ievery other telephone point in
the country.

Dial telephone service wa s
established in Port Arthur and
Fort William in 1949, and 15
vears later, direct distance dial-
ing was introduced to permit
the majority of long distance |
calls to be made by the custom- '
2r,

Then 1964 was a big year in

—

CTR W T rj‘i'-_q--*.fn:: i ﬁj_;:u - m

ting them only a few seconds portant part in this achieve-
away from any of 95 mi]liuniment. Presently, Bell employs
telephones in North America, [400 in the area.
RELATED SERVICES | Last year was a very active
Throughout Northwestern On- one in terms of telephone pro-
tario, Bell Canada serves the 'gress in the Lakehead area,
public in ways other than the Possibly the most significant
provision of traditional
phone service. These include Canada of controlling interest in
Fringe Radio (a telephone-by-'the Northern Telephone Com-
radio ‘service); Mobile Service, pany.
allowing customers to place and| This event has already result-
receive telephone calls while ed in closer co-ardination on the
fravelling in their cars:; and technical level, but it will be

'TWX, the Company's System  some time before the full extent
(for transmitting printed

mus-lnf the advantages become ap-
Sages. parent.
Company growth has parallel-! Progress was visible in the
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tele- event was the purchase by Bell !l

ton, Emo and Barwick. Fringe

‘radio service was further im-

proved with additional base sta.
tions at Upsala and Fort Fran-
ces.

BASE STATIONS

Measures to improve overall
maintenance of company equip-
ment included the moving of a
base station from Savant Lake
to Ignace and the establishment
of radio extension service base
stations at Marathon, Manitou-
wadge, Jellicoe and Longlae.

Centennial Year will see the

|extension of Bell's toll building

in Fort William, the extension
of the microwave network which
carries long distance calls, the
;cstah]ishment of an additional

:”f:;f; |TV pickup and distribution sys-
il | tem, and the introduction of dial

gservice in White River,
Here, as in every community

_ 11: serves, Bell Canada is keep-

aaaaa

SOMBRE SCENE—The place is Schreiber rail-
way station and the time is near the turn of the
century as a group of people await a train.

: —Photo from Inez McCuaig
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. ling a healthy stretch ahead of
. (present communications de-

| mands.

' | The community and company

have grown side by side well
‘beyvond the expectations of the
last generation, and are equip-
ped and prepared te meet the
challenges of the future mm a
spirit of mutual help and eo-
opesation.

k. lepach
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