Who started WI

the 100 yomen who attended to his
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WI's esteem *‘for the woman
who gave other women cour-

age to speak in public.”
Since that time when rural

women were liberated and
encouraged to meet (their
only other outing was church
on Sundays), the Women’s In-
stitute has spread to 64 coun-
tries around the world and
has six and a half million
members.

Whether WI branches in
other parts of Canada and
throughout the world hail
Mrs. Hoodless or Mr. Lee as
the founder is unknown.

But as recently as Decem-
ber last year, an advertise-
ment placed in a hTurﬂqtﬂ?;
newspaper in connection wi
the founding of a department
store there proclaimed Mrs.
Hoodless as the WI founder.

into effect in April when each
WI branch has its annual
meeting.

The revised objectives are
agriculture and Canadian in-
dustry, citizenship and world
affairs, education and cultur-
al activities, family and con-
sumer affairs and resolutions.

The form of the meetings
remains the same. Each
objective has a ing com-
mittee with conveners, with
the me: planned around
the topic of the objective.

Ml[]:rsaiﬁt ?‘ntcllle demonstrations
are 0 meetings — at
the time of this interview the
stoney Creek WI was having
a demonstration of fruit and
jam products similar in idea
to demonstrations held in the
early days of the WI.

One difference in the past
and present WL activities is

bers are senior citizens. The
youngest member is Mrs.
Daw, who is 52. She and the
immediate past president,
Mrs. Lorna Rogers, admit
there is a danger of the Sto-
ney Creek branch felding if
younger members don't join,

There are 64 members now,
“:telgf:ls ﬂ;th;n in 1897. About 35
a monthly meetings,
held two buildings away from
Squire’s Hall, the original WI
meeting place.

Worried

Mrs. Daw said when she
moved to Stoney Creck five
vears ago and arrived at her
first WI meeting, (She had
been coaxed by Mrs. Rogers)
she wondered: “What am I
doing here with all these old
ladies?"’

Both she and Mrs. Rogers
are worried because two WI

“But a::-mrg'g as Lo g
I'll never let it die,” Mi1s. Ro-
gers says determinedly.

Whether the WI is still rele-
vant to today’s lifestyles isin =~

question. Says Mrs. Morden:
“It could fold in some Ontar-
io places-but not in the rural
areas.”

But while the future of the &
Stoney Creek WI might sound §

dismal at this stage, Mrs. W =

Daw and Mrs.
letting it dim the 75th anniv-
ersary celebrations.

In addition, they are
cheered by the announcement

that the Federated Women's SERr%

Institutes
raised the required $40,000 to
purchase the 99-year-old Er-
land Lee homestead on Ridge
Road, Saltfleet. The FWIO
hopes to own the homestead
by June.

of Ontario have §
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Apeology the participation in commumi- branches in the Wentworth
Mrs. Lloyd Daw, president v affairs. district closed recently be- In honor of the 75th anniv-
of the Stoney Creek WI,  The Stoney Creek WI enters cause of low membership. ersary of the founding of the .
promptly-wirote a lotter to.the, floats in the town’s parades, “The organizations flourish first WI the FWIO held a  Attending from the Stoney

chief copy writer of the store
informing her of the mistake
and received a letter of apol-

with due respect to Mr.
To

There may be differences
in opinion concerning the
founder but there is little dif-
ference in the organization to-
day from when it was found-
ed 75 years ago. The aim is
still the same — to present
educational and cultural pro-
grams to help women better
themselves as hememakers

and citizens and to use their,

leadership abilities in the
community and beyond.
The six original objectives
of the WI — tic econo-
my; household - architecture
(special reference to heaf,
light, sanitation and wventila-
tion); health (physiology, hy-
giene, calisthenics, medi-
cine); floriculture and horti-
culture; music and art and
literature, education, sociolo-

—

marches in othefs and is in-
volved in sidewalk sales.
Once a year members are the
hostesses at the Sunday tea
at Wentworth Lodge, Dundas,
where they also attend bha-
zaars, Cancer dressings are
made once a month and ev-
ery Christmas they donate
canned goods to a local char-
itable institution.

But one objective WI mem-

* bers here find it difficult to

carry out is the agricultural
program.

Stoney Creek was a rural
area and a village with a po-
pulation in the low hundreds
m 1897 when the WI was
formed. In 1956 it was incor-
ted as a town and it now

as a population of 8,193.
There are other problems
here in the founding place of
WI. Most of its present mem-

in the farming and pnorthern
areas where there are no oth-
er distractions,” says Mrs.
Rogers.

But here, she said, refer-
ring to Stoney Creek, “we're
over-organized. There are 12
women's organizations and
too many activities to com-
pete with.”

She and Mrs. Daw see only
one solution. And that is 1o
merge with the WI in Salt-
fleet township. But, they ad-
mitted, the members weren’t
that much younger there.

Says Mrs. Rogers: “It will
be terrible if we can't get to-
gether.” Although both say it

gets harder to mraintain the |
WI every year, they are op- |

timistic. The only thing keep-
ing the two branches apart |
now is lack of an agreement

on a time schedule. !
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luncheon today at the Royal
York Hotel in Toronto.

Guest speaker was Mrs.
Olive L. Farquharson of Eng-
land, president of the Asso-
ciated Country Women of the
World. Others attending were
Mrs. H. L. Noblitt, Ottawa,
FWIO president, Dr. Irene
Spry, Ottawa, deputy presi-
dent of ACWW, and Mrs. E.
V. Fulton, Birtle, Man., presi-
dent of the Federated Wom-
en’s Institutes of Canada.

Invitations were sent to
more than 1,300 branches in
the province.
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Creek WI was Mrs. Rogers.

The Stoney Creek WI will
hold its own celebration next
Saturday, 6.30 p.m. at Sidonia
Hall, Barton Street East in
the form of a family-style
dinner open to the public.
Special guest will be Mrs.
Farquharson.

Attending both functions
are Mrs. Gordon Conant, 0s-
hawa, Mrs. E. D. Smith’s
dawzhter, and Miss Lee.

Mrs. Morden carnot attend
because she 1s recuperating
from a broken hip.
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and legislation — were up- |
ted in January for the first |
time in 75 years andwillguf
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