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Uncle Thomas’
Gardening Column

Uncie Thomas is still not up to writing his gardening column. Al-
though spring has arrived early this year, Uncle Thomas says he’s still
running on last year's schedule, but hopes to be writing again in the May
is5Ue.

In the meantime, he has gleaned a seiection of gardening hints from
his winter reading, that he hopes will be useful.

To the bird lovers:
Don’t put peanut butter out for the birds. It sticks intheir throat and the roof
ot the beak and choxes them. Dip a pine cone in melted fat and hang that out

instead.

Plant this year with an eye to at-
tracting birds and butterfiies. Most
seed catalogues and garden centres
can advise you on what to plant and
where. [fyou want birds in the winter,
you must start feeding eariy - even alil
summer - to attract a variety.

Nesting birds are fun to watch,
hence all the bird houses one sees
around. But have you ever thought
of putting out materials for the birds
to build their nests with. The follow-
ing materials wiil lure more birds to
set up housekeeping in your yard.

Wool: either natura!l or synthetic,
in subdued colours. Birds see coiour
the same as we do, and don’t wantto
attract attention to themselves with
bright colours. Cut into three inch
lengths for easy handling for the
pirds.

String: can serve the same pur-
pose, but never thread or nylon line
as it tangie in their feet.

Twigs: from spring pruning are
used by mourning doves and bold
clack grackles.

Feathers: especially white ones,
are useful. Tree swallows atypically
only use feathers to one their nests,
but other birds use them too.

Robins and Barn swallows use
mud to buiid their nests. Dig a small,

shallow hole that's easy for birds to
notice, and fill with water.

't takes material to build a house:
be generous. Hang selections from
shrub or tree branches, or use a bird
feeder. It doesn’t matter how close
to your house the material depot is,
but place it where you can enjoy the
view of the nest building in progress.

Garden Lore:

From Canadian Gardening -
(something most of us have known
of for years.) Rhubarb leaves Kill
chickweed, dandelions and other un-
wanted weeds in the garden. Simply
place the ieavers over the probiem
area and in a few weeks the soil is
weed free. |t works great between
wide vegetable paths and fencelines.

A soil preparation hint:

When your garden is dry enough
to work, (at least 2 wks. before plant-
ing} wWork up an area. Lay clear plas-
tic over the werked up area, holding
it down at the edges with dirt and
stones. Leave on until ready to plant
then remove plastic, pull the weeds
that have started and without recul-
tivating, plant the seeds. The heat of
the sun andthe plastic cover will have
sterilized the soilto a depth of at least
four inches andyou wiil have cieaned
out whatever weeds germinated.

Asphalt Paving » Driveways & Parking Lots
Patching & Repairs « Sealing & Crack Fiiling
Line Painting & Traffic Mariking « Grading & Compacing
Trucking, Top Soil, Sand, Gravel * Bobcat Work
 FREE ESTIMATES -

W.F. (WES) HICKS
R.R. #3, Picton
Ontario KOK 2T0
613-476-2652

Ganac{f:arz Pune
MAPLE SYRUP

SIROP D’ERAB

- THE OLD TYME -
 SUGAR SHACK
GEQ ACKERMAN - R,R.1 MILFORD, ONT

n a cool place Garﬂardans un endroit frais

™7 AT &R r R WaTal -
12102 (N TSE T MATAIPICETITITY f ITT YD I--.-.-'\Iftm




