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HINT OF SUNSKT

by Terry Sprague

The date Is August 27, 1972. Severai members of the
Kingston rield Naturalists are having a good day birding
at Prince Ecward Point, Purnle Finches are everywhere,

the raspioeiry coats of the males striking against a bach—
drop of shagbark hickory and ironwood. Their numbers
suggest an autumn movement ofthe species through this
ncopular migration point at the eastern tip of South Marys-
DUrgGHn Township.

The less spectacular brown temales are around, their
white evebrows off setting the heavv sparrow-like
ﬂfrﬁaking Qu enl ; a som ﬂwha diﬁﬂfﬂnt femalﬂ
streaks and lacking the white line through the eye which
readily identifies a female Purple Finch. Dr. Ronald Weir.
a chemical engineer at Kingston’s Royal Military College
and autnor o1 tne recently published Birds ofthie Kingsion
Hegjion, and co-author of Birds of Prince Edward County,
is on hand this day. Veteran Kingston birder and author.
Helen Quilliam is also present and armed with binoculars.
Tney iaentity the stranger as a femaie House Finch, the
first ever for the province of Ontario.

Little did they know, as they recorded the details of
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nan 20 years the House Finch would be among the most
abu ndant guests at bird feeding stations along the north-
em shores of Lake Ontario and Lake Erie.
The story of the nhenomenal spread of this necies
Degan in 1940 wnen cagepnird deaiers in California sent a
small shipment of House Finches, caught in the wild, to

dealers in New York City for sale as *Hollvwood Finches.”
Since this wae a 'F!ar'tr::zqi' viola
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Trealy Act, agents of the U.S. Fish and
promptly put an end to it.

The birds were released on Long Island, where they
nreceedeqd to pair up and multinly, Within a few years,
signtings pegan 1o occur up and down Lhe easierﬂ
seaboard, and homeocwners were captivaied by these
colourful exotics. After their initial appearance at Prince
Edward Point, residents along the Lake Erie shoreline
were deiighiea wnen their Tirst ingividual turned up four
years later.

With habits similar to those of the House Sparrow.
these new arrivals began popping up in towns and vil-
lages ail along the Iakesnore. By 1578, iney were nesting
at Niagara-on-the-Lake. Itwasn’'t until 1880, however, that
the population literally ex;:loded in the Kingston area.
Hundreds cfreports flocded in from bird feeder watchers,
curious apout these new arrivais. Nests were turning up
on vine-covered buildings, in ornamental evergreen
trees, under eaves, and in hanging flower pots. The
scattered breeding pairs during that first vear or two at
Kingsion had expanded 1o over 250 breeding pairs ov
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1985, By 1988, an estumated 1,000 pairs of House
Finches had nested within the Kingston area.
In Picton, the story was cimilar, Birds nof Prince EQ’ sard
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Cui.:.ruy (api':"iguc and Weir, '5954) claiied svery signung
since 1982, and the first recorded nesting in 1983. T hey
had become something of a novelty in Picton. But, like

Houece Sparrnwc +!ﬂ|r;au were not inglined to travel farfrom
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urban areas, and were LULc:uiy apsent in the rural Coiii-
munities. As their population increased, small numbers
began turning up at rural bird feeders three vears iater.
In just another two orthreevyears, nopulations numkbering
as high as 250 were not uncommon at winter Dird feeding
stations everywhere.

Today their expansion continues unabated, now rang-
ing as far north as Marathon, near Th”hf*ﬂr Bay, The
Ontario bird Feeder Suivey, condaucted by the Long Foint
Bird Cbservatory in Lake Erie, has revealed that close to
50% of all Ontario bird feeders now enjoy the presence
of House Finches, and that figure is rising with each
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Did you have House Finches at your bird feeder this
winter? Chances are good that vou did. Look for a bird
similarto a Purp!e Fiﬂﬂh, but a bit emaller and daintier,
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With vaiying snaaes of rose of ine chiest and Sy
wash over the rump, sharp lines of brown streaking on

the sides and belly, a notched tail and heavy bill.
Their coft expreggit_!e notec are 2 hannv contract to the
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narsh, irritating chirping of the House Spairow, their song
full-throated and as natural as the rippling of 2 mountain
brook
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If you are p anning on attracting House Finches, en
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start. They seem 1o prefer this over the larger, striped

sunflower seed. Its small size, thin shell, and high ol
content make itagraatun ter fonad Nicer cead inﬂpgrted

ten winter food, Nigerseed, im
from Africa and Asia, and soia comimerciaily at imost feed
mills which specialize in mixed bird feed, is another
choice Offering this in a silo tvpe feeder specially
designedfor niger seed will guarantesresults, Cfferthece
WO T00Us ana an abundance of water during the summer
months and you can be certain of one or two pairs of
House Finches remainingto nestin someobscurecorner

r
of your p.e. jses,

Wil the nouse Finch one day push the aggressive
House Sparrow into oblivion? The House Sparrow in
Prince Edward County has been undergoing a long

! arlina av
nericd ot decline ever since the automeaebile replaced the
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norse. Wwnen we aad sucn faciors as disease, predation

and changing agricuitural practices, it is easy to see that

the House Finch is iust one more adverse factor. With
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