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Samuel Mﬂnd“}; wasg not normal
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wanted to change his misanthro

opic outicok and
suspicion of all mankind. No, he enjoved his jaundiced

view, taking a perverse nleasure in the reactions of others
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G 1S pessimism and open scorn of their cheer !t v

his right to try to get back at the world. What had the
world done for him? Had anvone taken him in when as

an infant he had heen left nn the e stepns ofthe very church
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Were ne now served as sexton? No . instead he had
been taken to an orphanage, where, since no identifica-
tion had been made ofthe child, and because it had been

the firet r{a},f of the week ha wae gh:nn the surname
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i&ge was aiso at the ietter S in the
alpnabet inthe naming of boys. The boy who had arrived

just before him being given the name Samson, he was
given the next name in the S-8, Samuel,
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more thougnt in nam Fgmt:::i' cattie, Samuel had aiv WalyS
thought.

to the r::-glmnni':hﬁn of the mﬁ:m*['ru in the lnf.:t vears hf
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ar li, surviving that to go into the woolen mill a
the end oT'mat contlict, where he had remained untii the
plant was finally closed and all hope of it bel ng bought
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naa thern guﬁt: ILJII circig, and ne was ba C?& Of 'i:he CRUGHh
steps, this time as the Sexton.
3ut now he wasn't a powerless infant. Not that this

thought ever crossed his mind, for Samuel wasn't g!*.fen
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L oM. NOT did ne recognize that his boot- ieg-

ging outofthe curate’s cottage, his use ofthe mausoleum
o1 one of the oldest families in the community for the
sterage of his wares, were acts of vengeance *ar the his
peing ignored Ly the worid, being denied even t Figntiul
identity.

And

ustrat:on this morning
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argets ol ridicuie, Agnes Turley
andthen oneofhls pest customers, her nusband, Charlie.
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Even Samuel's less than well honed Derceo’uons were
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winen ne waiked down the street, i place o
Inditterence. Forthefirsttime he was bemg

a part of him enioved it. But this notor; etvw

noticed... and
as having an

effect on business, Dnemftheadvantages ot dealing with
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Saim Monday, was his going largely unnoticed. in fear

that the police might be watching Sam’s activities, his
regular customers were staving away from him. twasn't

just the reduction of income that was angering Sam,
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was veing party to the petty sins of some of the guigaing

ights of the community that was being thwarted.
With that peculiar tendency a topic of qeneral interest

ahH concern caame tn h-un::. T!‘"« al=Tolelasl o e 14.,...r., U **!r-nu: by
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though.” *Terrible abo ut Agnes and bharlie, " ....respo nse,

"terrible... can’t help but wonder who's next.” "Thev have

no idea whno did 5 Al Jresponse, "'no sugpect." *Bi-Cen-
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teninial Ceiepration is gmuﬁ' near,” ....fesponse, ' YES, ana
won't Agnes be missed." The oniy change in this ntany
since Agnes’s death, had been the addition of Charlie’s
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Tne police ook note of these conversations and the
complete iack of the mention of poss&ble suspects. No

one seemed to have any idea of who in the community
would want these hwn mnnln dead., Cornoral Fairchild
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saia as mucn on Tut;‘t:Clciy mumlﬁg WITET ut:l'!::my redan
stopped by to inquire how the investigation was going.
"The biggest mystery is the compiete lack of
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If Agnes was mur-
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ered..... and we still 1 ProoT that she was.., why?
hen why kill Chariie? Or was Chariie’'s death acciden-

Jeremy tock a sip of the coffee he had been given by
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the oiticer, and grimaced. "is this the stuff you serve 1o

prisoners when you interrogate them?" He didn’t wait for
an answer, "It it is the threat of having to drink a second

cun must make them tall anvthing +hnu know " Ha niit
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e cupont e desK wiiéi‘r:cmmangdp eXisted
between the stacks of reports and files. "If it’s any heip,

cF
Charlie was definitely murdered. Someone very carefully
doctored the second hottle of whiskev knowing that
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Cnariie wouldn't notice the change. The bottle | took a
sampie from was as close to pure grain alcohc! as one

could hope to get. Two good slugs of that would kill an
o and Charlia wiacn't an ox
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"Yan! i thought you'd say that," the detective took an
absent-minded drink of his coffee. 'l have a call in to the
lab in foronto for the results of the tests on the stuff we
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nave sometning oy now.”
'So tar though," Jeremy mused, “the only person with
a common connection with deaths is Samuel Mondav.
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mie would have unguestioned access to the cleaning
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materiais at the church oeing the sexton ana L}e:rg Lhe
local entrepreneur, to the bottle that Charlie had. His

dislike of Agnes couid be seen as a motive. and Charlie
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vionday decided o eliminate him as well..... but that is

too obvious. Anyway, Sam is a miserable excuse for a
human but he’s not smart enough to plan and execute
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me's the only suspect we have thoughn.” raliciiyg put
Nis Teet Up on the desk and ieanea pack in his chair
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