CASTOR REVIEW

For the next twelve months
here in Canada and around the
world, children and youth are
going to occupy center stage. It’s
about time.

With single-parent families on
the rise, divorce rates increas-
ing, and with 1'- million
Canadian children living in
poverty, the status of the child in
today’s society demands attent-
ion and reform.

A major issue during Inter-
national Year of the Child will be
children’s rights. In November,
the Canadian Council on Child-
ren and Youth published a three-
year study entitled **Admittance
Restricted: The Child as Citizen
in Canada’’, which claimed
Canadians have come to view
children as “‘exotic pets.”

Children and youths (under
18) comprise one-third of our
population, yet have no rights.
When you stop to think of it,
children have no legal rights to
education or medical care tinoc-
ulation against childhood dis-
eases): no right to be present
during divorce or custody pro-
ceedings., and with corporal
punishment still condoned by
some school boards. children are
even denied the right to be free
of physical threat or violence.

Recently. MP James McGrath
'PC-St. John's East) tabled a
proposal for a Bill of Rights for
children before the House of
(Commons and received moder-
ate support. It 1s now up to local

organizations and groups to
press their demands for social
changes on behalf of the needs of
children in the major areas of
economic support. health care,.
protection and education. Such
decisions should not be left to
professionals alone.

Children in Canada have good
chances for a healthy life during
their early months (Canada’s
infant mortality rate ranks 7th
out of 16 developed countries)
but we are still faced with rising
statistics of child abuse, delin-
quency and teenage suicide.
How can we emphasize the
positive while at the same time
make a worthwhile contribution
towards a better future for our
offspring”

Here in the Castor area there
are numerous visible ways in
which the community has shown
its love and concern for children.
Hallowe’'en and Christmas part-
1es, minor hockey organizations.
figure skating clubs, Brownies,
Scouts, library and arena sum-
mer programs and our new co-
operative pre-school in Metcalfe
are just a few exciting events
where we as adults and parents
have expressed our feelings for
children.

In 1979 maybe we can all do
more. A few local organizations
are in the planning stages of
their International Year of the
Child projects. What can you do
to acknowledge and contribute
to the needs of children in our
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communities?” Let me know.
Write or call your group’s
planned project for IYC and I'd
be delighted to publish it in my
column in the coming months.
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Ventes — Service — Sales

Machines & Coudre ® Draperies & Confection

Custom made Draperies

Big assortment of Springtime cotton,

eyelet, challis, etc.

Sales & repair of sewing machines

Raymonde & Hector, Prop.

(613) 443-5434

398 RUE NOTRE-DAME ST. — EMBRUN
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Boutique La Couturiere

Confection — Sewing Alterations

Tissus a la verge — Remnants

Drapery tabrics and all needs for

sewing, crochet, macrame . . .

SERVICE REPARATION
SINGER — OTHER BRANDS

Come and see our special of the month

Francine Dignard, Mgr.

528 rue Notre Dame

Embrun 443-3113
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CARTAGE LTD.

CARTAGE TRUCKING
LOADER RENTAL

Crushed Stone ® Fill ® Gravel ® Sand
Top Soil & Snow Removal

RUSSELL

Lloyd
445-2820

Charlie
445-5344

scotiabanks

THE BANK OF
NOVASCOTIA

RUSSELL
445-2880

'Grow With Us'
Scotia Bank

Guy Brasseur Ltd.

Flooring Confractor
Ceramics, Carpets
Corlon, Drapes

FREE ESTIMATES

584 Notre Dame St.
Box 278, Embrun

443-2155




