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We shared our meal that hot Christmas Day

By REV JACK MANLEY
Member
St. John's Baptist Church
Richmond Hill
By long-standing tradition Christmas
for many in Canada has become a day
of feasting _
However, one of my happiesl
Christmas Days was a day in Brazil
when | had very little to eat.
On that Christmas Day the people of
opur church had arranged to visit a

Etrdawveibnrey
§7 |

#ﬂ""ﬂﬁ - ﬂtﬂ“"

.....

I-l':-"‘

red or golden

kernel corn

save.17 o 'in

[
o
i *Ee'"

fmargan ne,

S extra fancy grade

dellcleue

_appl

school for delinguent boys located some
miles out of town. We would have
games with the boys. share their
swimming pool, share dinner with them
and gather with them for a short
meeting in the afternoon

Accordingly early Christmas mor-
ning a good number of church people
climbed aboard trucks for the ride out

to the school. _
It was hot but things went well during
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the morning with games and swim-
ming

At dinner, however, we discovered consisted
that no provision had been made by the cafezinho

school for the boys’ meal; they thought
we had come prepared to supply
everything.

We had brought enough for ourselves
and something extra as a treatl for the
boys but not enough for all of us. In
order to share with the boys some of us
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would have to go short
As 1 remember, my meal that day

And we did

of a sandwich., with a
delicious Brazilian coffee

In a tiny cup

Before leaving for home in the af-
ternoon we got the boys together and

told them the story of Christmas
Jesus came into this world long ago to
he our Lord and Saviour

We told them that
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world that He gave his only Son, thal
whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life’’.

Later the director of the school told
me how impressed he was that people
were willing to leave their homes on
such a day to go out to his school in the

heat to share with the boys
Much later, indeed,
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years later, a
voung sailor from the Brazilian navy
attending our church and had

formed good friendships with young
people of the church. He had been one of
the boys in that reform school.

Is not this what Christmas is all
about? Not just a time for fun and
feasting, for giving and getting back,
but a time for giving without hope of
return

[t is a time for remembering that God
gave His Son, Jesus, for us and so we

give to others — of our time, our goods,
our love
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Check your
Loblaws store for
holiday shopping
hours.

Prices effective until Sat.
Dec. 15, 1979. Richmond Hill only

Stores reserve the right to limit quantities

‘Loblaws

low prices plus
lot more




