C-4 — THE LIBERAL, Wednesday, October 31, 1979

Teachable momerits are occasions for learning

By Pastor E.L. ANDERSON
Richmond Hill
Seventh-day Adventist
Church

TM equals Teachable Moments

A man has a weight problem that
he is reluctant to face. He is aware
that for his height and build he
carries too many pounds. His doctor
has told him so and his friends have
ribbed him. His wife has often

him painfully of his high input of
calories. All to no avail.

One day at work he suffers sharp,
stabbing pains around his heart. He
is forced to fight for his breath. He
slumps across his desk, pale, afraid,
and weak. Minutes later he lies
calmly on the office couch.

His doctor speaks soberly and
directly about the need of weight
loss. This time our friend hears and

“teachable moment.”

Teachable moments — when ‘do
they come? In a sense they are as
unpredictable as the winds and
cannot be listed on a timetable. They
cannot be commanded by a
physician or minister.

TM often comes at a season of
personal frustration or failure.

How strange it is that our failures
are frequently more useful to God
than our successes.

Hebrew people as recorded in the
Old Testament. They seemed
always to be neared to God in the
narrow places than in the wide.
These moments of failure and
frustration bring us down to the bed
rock of reality where we no longer
make allowances for ourselves.
(Our defenses lower. We arrive at
the moment of truth — this
teachable moment, when we are

Spiritual leaders as well as
medical practitioners must
recognize the needs of people in their
teachable moments and make
meaningful application of spiritual
truths.

There are such moments in each
life. . . in times of tragedy, world
wide or immediate. Teachable
moments. Can they only come when
people are down?

such as: to the honored rabbi
Nicodemus at the night conference
on the Mount of Olives, to the
despised woman at the well of
Sychar, and to Mary Magdeline,
elated at the Master's visit to her
and Martha's home

Teachable Moments. Occasions
for learning, may we welcome them.
and not wait to be impressed by

heeds. Life has brought him to what
psychologists like to call a

open to the infilling and direction

The Scriptures record other times
that God has for us. P L] ther times tragedy alone.

needled him. Daily, newspaper, T.V.
m

ads and magazines have reminded This is apparently true of the
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