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And away we go

Truckin’ across Canada
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Though it is partially hidden
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by a sprawling

T

backyard tree, the Wintjes have spent so
much time and effort on their camper bus it

almost feels like part of the family. Left to right
are Annette, John, Luke and Frances. Missing
are Ann-Marie, 15 and Mark, 8. (Liberal photo

by Bruce Hogg)

- In home-made camper

A dream many
Canadians have is lo be
able 1o see this vasl
country of ours. For the
family of John and
Annette Wintjes of
Thornhill, that dream
came (rue last month
with the aid of a unique
form of transportlaion.

Five years ago the
Wintjes bought an old
school bus from Aurora
Bus Lines. Al thal time,
the wvehicle had 150,000
original miles on it.

With the help of some
friends, it took John
nearly a year lo tear out
the seals and put in a
kitchen and toilet. With
that done, he installed
proper braces on the roof
o hold a medium-sized
lent. With a little more
work, the family had its
own do-it-yourself mobile
home — a sort of double-
decker bus that can easily
sleep five people.

“The whole idea of
camping is Lo be able to
sleep in a tent,” said
John, a contractor who
lives on Colborne St.
“Seeing as we couldn’t
afford one of those big
Winnebagos, 1 thought
this might be a good way
to get around before the
kids get old enough to
have summer jobs and
not want to go."

‘The kids' are Lee
Anne, 15, Luke, 13,
Frances, 11 and Mark, 8.
It was because of them
their mother felt it was
lime to get out and see
Canada. She came from
the south of Holland 14
years ago and also had a
yven for travel.

Centennial

Pool
gets a

facelift

Centennial Pool will
close its doors September
4 —but it's just for annual
painting and repairs.

Aquatic Supervisor at
Centennial Pool, John
Pirie, said usually the
pool is closed just before
Christmas, bul because of
changes in programming,
this year the pool will be
closed between Sep-
tember 4 and 23.

It will take about 10
hours to drain the 177,000
gallon, 25-metre pool and
about a week to fill it
again,

“It takes awhile to get
the temperature from 55
lo 80 degrees,'" said Mr.
Pirie.

Painting of the pool, the
walls in the pool area and

the boys dressing room.

will take the full three
weeks because of the
problem of drying time.

The fall instruction
program will begin
September 23 and con-
tinue until December 17.

For more information
call Centennial Pool at
884-6651.

It was five years ago
next month the family
acquired the bus and the
following August they had
their firsi outing.
Averaging about 10 miles
per gallon (good for
mobile homes) they
trucked out to Algonguin
Park for the weekend,

Everything wenl pretty
smoothly, except the
radiator boiled over on
the way home. Minor
repairs were in order.

The next trip out was to
Sault Ste. Marie. The bus'
engine block cracked on
the way back and that
threw the Wintjes' travel
plans out of whack for
awhile,

“We replaced the block
for $2,400," said Annette.
“The bus hasn't proven to
be cheap and I doubt if it
will every pay for itself.
But [ eertainly wouldn't
sell+ it for what it has cosl
us.

The first long-range
lest for the camper bus
came three years agoon a
Irip to Newfoundland. It
was actually a pilgrimage
for the eldest Wintjes'
girl, Lee Anne, who was
horn in St. John's,

“We didn't quite make
it that far because we ran
out of time and things
were a little too emotional
for Lee Anne,’’ said
Annette,

The family loved the
east coasl and thought the
people of Newfoundland
were just fantastic, They
even gol a free bus wash
on the way back from the
i1sland because of
precautions ordered by
health officials, due to a
phtato blight,

“Time has sort of stood
still on Newfoundland.
People we met Lhere
were just greal — warm
and open. Easterners are
not in such a hurry to die
as we are here,’' said
Annette.

On' June 28 of this year,
the Wintjes great Western
foray began. The tenl was
designed especially for
this sort of (rip, which
took the family to Van-
couver. They drove
through places like Sault
Ste. Marie, Thunderbay,
Winnipeg, Regina and
pretty well all the western
provincial capitals.

The family was im-
pressed with the
provincial parks and the
irailer parks:they used
along the Trans-Canada
Highway.

“IIl was amazing the
help vou could get out
there with just one phone
call. We were like one big
wagon train at Banff,
with all the people eating
together,” said John.

The trip lasted 30 days
and the group even
crossed the Alaska High-
way. Across the prairies,
lemperatures hit 34 (C),
bul the bus held out.

Back home, the bus is
frequently used to take
the Wintjes’ kids and
their friends. who altend
a private school, on day-

outings. The next long
irip — barely in the
planning stages — is a

three-month jaunt to
Alaska. John and Annelte
are obviously enchanted
with that part of the
couniry.

They are projecting a
wail of aboul two vears,

though, for wvarious
reasons — nol the least of
which are financial. John
expecls to take a course
in aulte mechanics lo
learn all there is to know
about engines, while
Annette would simply like
lo learn how Lo drive the
bus.

“One of the best parts
about 11 is driving on the
highway — everyone
looks al us in amazement
and waves,”' said John.
“\We become compalriots
with everyone on the road
driving a camper or a
Irailer or a mobile home

- but 1 don't recom-

mend it to anyone
working with a tight
budget.™

Liberal
goes up

Regular home sub-
scribers to The Liberal
will immediately notice a
change lo this and sub-
sequent editions of the
paper

The weekly price has
increased to 25 cents, due
lo several uncontrollable
factors.

Metrospan Printing and
Publishing Ltd., Wwhich
publishes The Liberal,
has tried (o maintain the
home-delivery per paper
costl at 20 cents. But
because of increased
costs for ink, newsprint
and circulation
(specifically, the carriers
who bring the newspaper
1o your door) the extra
nickel becomes effective
this week.
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WINTER COVER SALE

featuring the

FABRENE SAFETY COVER 3 YR. WARRANTY

POOL SIZE
14x28
16x32
18x36
20x40

15’

18

21

24

28

COVER SIZE
18x30
22x38
24x42

26x46

18

21

24

27

31

PRICE

$ 85.95
$105.95
$125.95
$146.95
$ 47.95
$ 56.95
$ 69.96
$ 85.95

$106.95

® BLUE BLACK OR BLACK BLACK ARE ALL SAME

PRICE

¢ FREE CHLORINE (LIQUID) WITH EACH COVER
e ALL OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE AT SAME LOW

KERT CHEMICALS
e KAY POOL 1120 Ibs. ONLY $47.95
® ALGIBAN 1 GALLON ONLY $7.95
* LIQUID CHLORINE 1 GALLON ONLY $1.12
e ALSO WE DO FREE WATER TESTING

THESE PRICES YOU SEE ABOVE ARE END OF SEASON SPECIAL ONLY

PRICES

) %€

Starburst Pool Supplies Ltd

5906 YONGE ST
WILLOWDALE ONT

223-4407 223-4408

* FORFREE ESTIMATES
ON POOL
CLOSING

CALL
GAIL RECHKEMMER.

. A &$ gpring flooding

Oak Ridges gets some relief

Dak Ridges residents
are seeing many im-
provements in their area
this month

Work on the Lake
Wilcox outlet channel
began the first week of
August and last week the
Town of Hichmond Hill
began construction of a

slorm sewer system
along Fergus Avenue,
with branches reaching
across Moray and

Wildwood Avenues

llach spring residents
experience problems with
effluence in road-side
ditches, wel basements

and malfunctioning septic
systems. This storm
sewer should correcl

these problems

The projeci 1s
constructed by

being
S1ivio

Construction of Maple, al
a total cost of $121,600
Funds will come jointly,

from the municipality
and the provincial
Eovernment

A property on the south
side of North Lake Road.
has been acquired under
the Neighbourhood
Improvement Program 1o
provide an easement for

Over 50 stores and services including Sears and Miracle Food Mart
SHOPPING HOURS ¢ Monday to Friday: 9:30 am. to 9:30 p.m. Saturdays: 9:30 am. to 6:00 p.m.

the channel running to the
Lake and upon com-
}]-lf‘[ 1on of [hf_" storm sewer
project, this property will
be landscaped and
maintained as a neigh-
bourhood parkette

The project is expected
1o take aboutl six weeks




