TRA VEL

Savannah: magnificent

By AILEEN ADAMS

SAVANNAH, Georgia
— Twenty-five years ago
I spent 25 minutes in
Savannah and. for 25
years I have been
yearning to go back

On that first all-too-
brief visit, en route home
in a hurry from Florida, |
only . glimpsed the
waterfront — but that was
enough to entrance

Five-storey high cotton
warehouses rose straight
up from the river's edge
and it was easy lo
imagine factors (cotton
brokers) standing on the
lace-like wrought iron
balconies that jut out
from the stone facades.

These factors, dressed
in morning coals and
striped trousers, a soft tie
closing their white shirt
fronts and, no doubt,
cigars in their bejewelled
hands, would signal the
price of baled cotton the
ships wailing below

Now 1 am glad [ had to
wait a guarter of a cen-
tury to see it again
because in the past years
the Savannah that was
being ruthlessly
obliterated in the name of

FI'I‘IJEI‘EEE has been
rejuvinated, refurbished
and restored.

Savannah was founded
in 1733 and has been
blessed with people of
ability and foresight.

General James
Oglethorpe  established
the early settlement and

yimagine a checkerboara
with houses on the black
squares and parks on the
white sguares, you have a
picture of old Savannah

The city's situation is
much like that of the
Niagara escarpment a
high flat plain dropping
sharply to a narrow river
front. This was a superb
site because it provided
not only sustenance on the
plain for the settlers, but

also a natural for-
tification that protected
the towns to the north

against the Spaniards in
Florida.

As in Niagara, it was
planned Lo have
vineyards Lo produce

wine and mulberry or-
chards to provide Britain
with silk. These plans
petered out when it was
found much more
profitable to plant rice
and, later, cotton. Then
Savannah really
flourished

The Savannah thal
flourished is the same
Savannah travellers see
today.

Cotton brought wealth.
Mansions of magnificent
proportions were added to
the blocks of delicately
balanced Georgian
homes: the earlier high
and low stoop cottages
and the row houses with
their wrought iron en-
lrance stairways just
barely touching the brick
sidewalks.

Miraculously, this
beautiful, intelligently
planned city was spared
pillaging when General

to President Abe Lincoln
as a Christmas present

But, in our time, the
city was nearly pillaged
again

In the 1950s, Savannah
suffered a recession and
the city core fell into
neglect and disrepair. It
wasn't until 1955, when it
was rumored that hand-
some Davenport House
was to be demolished to
make way for a parking
lot, that rapid action was
taken.

Then, the Savannah
inheritors of foresight
came to the fore —
notably Anna Hunter and
Mr. and Mrs. Hansell
Hillyers.

A telephone campaign
was organized. Five
people each phoned
another five and the calls
multiplied throughout the
night until the entire city
was alerted. By dawn, the

Historic Savannah
Foundation had been
formed.

Today, you don't speak
of parking lots to these
gentle southern women of
Savannah — the words
are blasphemy.

To preserve the 20
squares of the city core,
the foundation, with the
help of private financing,
developed a holding fund.

With funds subscribed,
the foundation purchased
1,100 houses. These were
then resold to persons
who agreed to restore the
exteriors, at least to their
original condition.

Now, you can wander
through the restored area
at will. Every street,

You can stroll along the
brick-paved streets. Run
your fingertips across the
intricate wrought-iron
railings. Find the rare
cast-iron downspouts sh-
aped like open-mouthed
dolphins.

Or you can simply sit
and revel in the mass of
color in the park-like
squares by the planting of
azalea, camellia,
wisteria, magnolia,
rhododendron and
flowering trees.

Probably the best in-
troduction to Savannah is
the Historic Savannah
Foundation Tour. Air-
conditioned buses take
you on a tour of the
National Historic District
and to the Davenport
House, which began the
whole restoration
movement, and to the
magnificent Regency-
style Scarborough House.

Each spring in late
March, there is an annual
tour of Savannah homes
and gardens sponsored by
the women of Christ
Episcopal Church. For
more information, write
Tour of Homes, 18
Abercorn wireet;
Savannah, Georgia,
31401.

There is also, in late
April (this year on
Friday, April 27 and
Saturday, April 28), a
tour of hidden gardens,
sponsored by the Garden
Club of Savannah. This
tour includes the gardens
of seven private homes
and an ante-bellum tea at
the Green-Meldrim

mansion.

homes of Savannah are
open to visitors.

Among these are the
Green-Meldrim House
(one of the south’s finest
examples of Gothic-
Revival); the Wayne-
Gordon House (built in
the style of an English
Regency townhouse,
where Juliette Gordon-
Low, founder of the
American Girl Scouts
grew up), and the Andrew

Low House, where
Juliette Gordon low later
lived,

The magnificent
Owens-Thomas House
(another English
Regency-type with

authentic furnishings)
and the William Scar-
borough House, are also
open. A donation al each
house of under $2 is
requested from visitors.
Accommodation In
Savannah ranges from
the opulent to the prac-
tical. From the gilden
charm of the De Soto to
the ubiquitous Holiday
Inn. There are even off-
heal accommodations,
such as the Eliza
Thompson House in the
historic district, where
you can have a bedroom,
kKitchen, bath and
dressing room at $30 a
night singles and $33 for a
double (U.S. funds)
Savannah has scores of
fine dining places, in-
cluding the Olde Pink
House, which i1s contained
in another restored
historic house. One of the
rooms, now an antique
shop (hours by ap-
pointment, or by chance)

(reorgian period in
coastal Georgia.

The food almost sur-
passes the excellence of
the architecture bul
spare thought and space
for the scrumptious
southern desserts, each
portion must be 1.000
calories.

Then

there is Mrs
Wilkes' Boarding House,
a real boarding house
with boarders. It is best to
be there at 11:30 a.m. for
lunch, which begins at
noon. By then the lineup
will be blocks long

Mrs. Wilkes serves
heaping platters of fried
chicken, bowls of
steaming vegetables and
mounds of homemade
biscuits, all plunked on
the centre of the table for
you to practise your
boarding house reach.

After you have eaten
your fill, you take your
plate back to the kitchen
and pay vour $3.

For further details
about Savannah and its
environs write Jenny
Stacy, Savannah Area
Convention and Visitors
Bureau, 301 West Broad
St., Savannah, Georgia,
31401,
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OPTICAL DISPENSERS
INSIGHT

April 11, 1979 — D-3

OPENING SPECIAL!

(AT BOTH LOCATIONS)

O

DISCOUNT ON

ALl FRAMES*

*Discount applicable with
prescription lenses.

Featuring the latest tashions
in eyewear by

Silhouette Nina Ricci MNorell
Christian Dior Polo Rodenstock
Diane Von Furstenbergqg

99 Avenue Road
Suite 102
Toronto, Ont. M5R 2G5

Tel. 961-9589

No. 9 Steeles Square Plaza
180 Steeles Ave. W.

Thornhill, Ont. L4J 1A1
Tel. 889-5567

SHERIDAN

William Sherman, in a i1 said to be the finest
cynical gesture, offered it example of the late

STEREDISYSTEMS

every square tempts you

At any time of the year,
a number of the historic

laid out American's first
planned city. If you can

Radie
Jhaek

¥ DIVISION. TANDY ELECTRONICS LIMITEL

The system you've
been waiting for
is on sale now!

Whaw ver your favourite Realistic system,
we've got it here at Radio shack at a whopping
20% price reduction. The choice is strictly up to
you — when you select any complete system
(receiver, turntable or record changer and two
speakers) from our line of stereo components,
you've got yoursell a deal at 207, off the regular
separate item price as listed in our 1979
catalogue®.

T I2EALISTIC:

NURSERIES

Crimson King Maple (50us 10 40/

Has deep red foliage through spring,
summer and fall” Looks great agains! $ 9
vellow or gray brick, stucco, or light
sa reg $24.00
Emerald Queen Maple (govs © 509
A handsome, fast growing selecfion of
symmeirical head on straight trunk $ 1 69
10" (300 cm) sa reg $25.70

coloured frame homes. 8 (250 cm)
the NMorway Maple — develops even
Buy both Maples for just 29.95 — req 49.70

*Sale does not apply to Clarinette, Modulette,

Modulaire, portable ar car stereo systems

A TYPICAL
MIX ’N MATCH

SYSTEM
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Sale prices expire Saturday, April 21, 1979
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Choose from Sheridan’s excel- =
lent selection of healthy, g A
decorative trees including: x

PAPER BIRCH (grows 10 60

One of the best native ornamental trees with
a distinctive white bark throughout all=
Seas0ns

HACKBERRY (grows 10 50

An excellent substitute for the American
Elm, this spreading round headed Iree is
not affected by Dutch elm disease

WHITE & GREEN ASH ':w‘: -
SELECTIONS (30’ 10 50" a maturity) _:

Fast growing trees with good green foliage in 1.:"5_’5‘ -
spring and summer — excellen! lor clay soils

GINKGO {grows to 60)

On Earth for 150 million years, the Ginkgo is
free from all known pests and diseases, Has
unusual lan-shaped leaves and brilliant yellow
colour in autumn

SHADEMASTER
HONEY-LOCUST (grows to 40')

% A fine disease resistant free with lacy green
foliage. Grows well in nearly all iypes of soil
including clay

RECEIVERS:

Here's the heart of your new system! Choose ane of aur
11 Realistic receivers — the ra nge starts from a satisiving
10 watis RMS5 per channel, all the way up 1o a super-
powerful 120 watts, All are equipped mlt a variety ol
deluxe fealures. (I you'd rather, an amplifier and
separate tuner can gr substituted for the rec Fiwer
pnrtlnn of your stereo purchase, )

.-
=
£
&
| 453
-
-
=
o
£

I'u-u{lphmu-. -1 H.u JI-. r i s faghe
(Tl 1= Fis ERAT KA i l.:li phariks 1oy e 10
i i i 1 L

(LI |

| ] R Jbiji -".II"|.|||_|I

;_.I .'I'-II':-I ;
Reg. separale item price 939

wiTH 20% DISCOUNT
PRICE WILL BE

.................

Attractive upright free with narrow spread
Uselul on streets where wltimate width of
trees must be limited

LITTLELEAF LINDEN
UARIETIES (40" to 60° at mafturity)

Increasingly popular as street and lawn trees,
urban areas

All trees and hedges from
Sheridan Nurseries are guaranteed

until October 31, 1979.
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they establish well in

HEDGING

AMUR PRIVET 24" 60 cm) IBOLIUM PRIVET

ggc : 24" (60 c¢m)
ea in lots of 30 or more. reg 99¢
$1.50 ea, Clips into dense, green ea in lots of 30 or more reg

medium height hédge. Thrives in almost $1.50 ea Aftractive green, disease-iree
I‘l.'.lll.;l-l;,jq_-' Clips easily info dense, medium

Meed a hand! Your Radio Shack man.}ﬁ_lr will b
happy to help you select your best entertain
ment value lor the money you wanl To invest,

NANNYHERRY 40" (100 cm)

2 Bl in Jots or 10 or more. reg

$4 .10 ea. Well formed large hedge
shrub with white flower clusters in June '
lollowed by blue black fruit. Glossy
green leaves lurn an aftraclive purple-red
in fall

SPEAKERS:

With ever 1th|'np; fram dramatic tower speakers to hold-in-vour-hand mins, vou can'l
htlp but tind a pair to please your ears.., and make the most of YOUF new stereo
system!

any soil, but grows best in sun

height hedge
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T FREALISTIC. i

H JUMBO SIZE FRUIT TREES Apples, Pears, Peaches and Apricois
GLADIOLUS Top quality, virus-free trees grown by, #Bﬂu tBIﬂ
e v ’ Southern Ontario's Iﬁrg?'-l growers 3 o more sa
e iy mame varsehes inoed, pink - P i
- . N carlels i o veh e <N it Couerer h{ hh',fr'd‘m s Guarantee unhil - Plums, Sweet Cherries and Sour Cherries
siFe Moe lirsd LA DG Brd gn '[JCTU':'.‘IE'I' . ] ll j?l:':;
TU Rl QTABLES' 5 o e €T R tgﬂl] ;9“]
: 99¢ 88 J or more Ba
What a choice you have lo complete your 19 foe
hlr.and m'_-u'rin l-l::u;l - turllthI; and record
dNEErs, airec Fil IWE Im
R e o e modeh HILLVIEW CATTLE MANURE | SO-GREEN PREMIUM LAWN FOOD 21-7.7

:E:’r::-wl;l;r:r;:n:ilrl.nrrul;l Bekey; fsalures Orqanic fertilizer. ideal for preparing soil for plant A 3-1-1 ratio fertilizer specialh, 10 kg beg
ing trees, shrubs, evergreens, and h:'.l.’rT1l_|:.|:]ri_’{:| tor a deep green ‘1?&
T T A i T SRR roses. Hillview Cattle Manure is $495 lawn. Corn cob organic filler
f“?_gﬁ*rf:“:;wﬂﬂ.?ﬁ:{: odourless, weed-free, nan-burning eales large package bulk to 20 kg bag
E:.E.E"::ZE:E[T:.‘.F&EEEE”EF"::&:“—E;:E and alive with valuable soil 50 b bag .L-'*:urli an even distribution t‘|7II
M b ok o S gl M e, bHL'-'E'”-ﬂ 3“fﬂ‘1’2'5 owver lawn

L1 [ Al Bgle mphs st Bhe peegmrain sl Paesly 0 e peesi atmen 1 iy
L R C LTI T T R L]

SALE ENDS APRIL 15, 1979

SHERIDAN
NURSERIES

Direct to disc
recordings

Enjoy your new system
with the “live" quﬂl'r
reproduction of 3
direct 1o dise record-
ing. And even il you're
nol purchasing a .
ivilem, lake advan-

**any 8-track or
cassette tape deck

with purchase of

a 20% off

stereo system

Jave L 5

The ideal add-on lor vour new

system — doubles vour enter- '::j e "I.. ; Sound
lainment pleasurne! vesey  U-8500, or
" : “Sound Odyssey 11" TORONTO:
Discounted price based on 50-8502 al this terrific
1979 calalogue prices sale orice EART NORTHEAST CENTRAL
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344 Sheppard Ave. Easi 4077 Hwy 2827 Yonge 51

293-2493 297-2253 481-6429

Oshawa: King West Garden Centre, 847 King St. W., 72889429
Kichener: Fures? r-_hll Garden Centre, 100 Eimsdale Rd. 7434146

B06 Soulhdown Bd

822-0251

TOOD Evans Ave

621-9100

Hillcrest Mall
Richmond Hill

Bayhill Mews,
Thornhill

Richmond Heights
Shopping Centre,
Richmond Hill

Upper Canada Mall,
Newmarket




