Local organizations help OCU pilot project

The Family Y, a local
business and ambulance
drivers in Richmond Hill
have played a big part in
a successful pilot project
for Operation Catch-up.

Operation Cateh-up
(OCU) is a regional
organization created to
work in conjunction with
the elementary and
secondary schools to help
students who are having
difficulty learning in the

Separate schools

traditional eclassroom
setting.
The idea behind this

pilot project is to let some
of these students who are
having difficulties at
schools use Family Y
facilities to physically
“let off steam’’ as well as
take an interest in
business and their
community
Dave Porter,
dance Counsellor

Atten-
for

budget finalized

The
committee stamped
approval and the
Separate School Board
will do the same to this
vear's budget, which
includes a 5.5 per cent
mill rate increase or an
extra $14.20 in taxes for
houses assessed at
$20.000.

The third budget draft,
with some minor
changes, gave (rustees
little trouble endorsing it.
Superintendent  of
Business Administration
Ed Joyce made it clear
provincial grants per
pupil were held to 4.2 per
cent but the York
Separate Board is getting
4.5 per cenl more per
student.

He said the rise in the
mill is reasonable
because the board's
assessment is up about
10.5 per cent.

“We've kept all the cuts
we've had to make as far
away from the classroom
as possible - that's the
business we're in,
education,” he said.

“We've exercised a lot
of constraint and we could
have been in a lot of

trouble had we not done
50,

management
its

Director of Education
John Zupancic, whose
Thornhill home is
assessed at $38,300 will

y an additional $27.17
on the school portion of
his taxes this year.

Once the public school
system approves its
budget, it will cost
ratepayers slightly more
than that for a house
assessed at $20,000.

It is the individual
municipalities, not the
school boards, who set
mill rates, however.
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Markham Trustee Dan
DiRocco said he couldn't
accept part of the budget
and questioned Mr. Joyce
about an expenditure of
$65,000 for library books
and materials.

He claimed he did his
own survey of three
schools and that prin-
cipals felt they did not get
the dollar amounts they
requisitioned staff for.

**] just don’t see how the
principals could tell me
what they needed and
then turn around and tell
yvou something different.
I'd like to know where you
got your figures from"
said Mr. Joyce.

Mr. DiRocco later
admitted the apparent
lack of materials was
strictly his own opinion,
not information given by
the principals. He was
told by staff an additional
subsidy of $5,000 is set
aside annually for the
four schools needing the
most attention to their
libraries.

The trustee said he still
wasn't satisfied the sum
was enough but couldn’t
raise support from any of
the others present. Since
he is not an appointed
member of the com-
mittee, he's disqualified
from  making any
recommendations.

1 don’t think too much
of this committee in that
case,’’ said Mr. DiRocco.

In apparent agitation,
the commitiee recom-

mended the budget be
sent to the whole board
for approval next
Tuesday.

Mr. Joyce told The
Liberal he received an
apology from Mr.

DiRocco the following
morning.

OVER 50 STORES
AND SERVICES INCLUDING

SEARS AND MIRACLE MART

LOCATION:
DON MILLS/STEELES AVE.
SHOPPING HOURS:

Monday to Friday: 9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

York County Board of
Education. and a director
for OCU, said three

months ago there were
four boys in the OCU
program who were above
grade level in IQ, bul

were just not performing

well in school.

Mr. Porter said he felt
these students had to be
‘“turned on'’ as people,
before they could be
“turned on'' as students

““They had to like
themselves,”” he said, "'if
they were concerned with
themselves, their future
and the need to get an
education, they were
bound to succeed as a
student.”

A program heavy on
weight lifting and active
sports was arranged with

Gwen  Galliday, Y
program director and
Alvin Anson their in-
structor.

“At the Y they pget
pressure out of their

system,'’ said Mr. Porter.

“When they feel better
physically it leads to
liking themselves and

feeling more self-
sufficient,”” said Mr.
Porter.

The program Wwas
expanded when Ray
Griffis from Forward

Equipment and Supply on
Station Street, expressed
a willingness to work with
the four students,
teaching them furniture
refinishing, small
engines, and body and
fender work one morning
each week.

This new aspect of their
cducation, via OCU, took
care of their interest in
technical things, said Mr.
Porter. Mr. Griffis said
sometimes working with
the boys presented a

DAVE PORTER

hindrance but in the long
run he felt it helped the
boys and the business.
The Attendance
Counsellor then suc-
cessfully approached

ambulance drivers in
Yichmond Hill to see if
they would teach St. John
Ambulance trammng Lo
the boys one day each

|L]"{jt_lk
Mr. Porter feels the
“experiment’’ with the

four students being in the

community in the mor- the classroom.”

nings and OCU program Mr. Porter said he
in the afternoon to get would like to develop this
their academic subjects, program of working

putside the school system
as time and money allow

“There are kids who
hate school, but want to

has been quite successful

“It's working well,"" he
said, **the kids come back
to school less pressured

and less up tight." learn,”” he said, ‘‘and
There is a need for co- business can help them
operation between in- develop as human

dustry and the school, beings.”

said Mr Porter, Mr. Porter issued an
“education takes place invitation to bDusiness

both- inside and- outside people in the community

FABRICLAND

Canada’s Largest

OXFOR

RICHMOND HIL

DRAPERY SHORT ENDS

45" wide assorted contents designs &
We have purchased

colours.

lengths of decorator drapery fabrics.
Compare up to....$10.00 yd.

FABRICLAND
DRAPERY SPECTACULAR
PRICE

$‘|99

IMPORTED TERGAL CORNELLI

108" wide 100% Polyester,

able. Hemmed Cornelli bottom needs top
pleating only. Assorted colours, Stock as

available in store only-no
please

COMPARE..*12.00 UP

FABRICLAND

DRAPERY SPECTACULAR

PRICE

$R98

HURRY
IN
DON'T
MISS OUT

QUANTITIES LIMITED

DRAPERY DISPLAYS

Most displays are 95" long, from €
to 10° wide. Select from sheers, velvets,

satins, etc., etc.

STORE HOU

Fashion Fabric Distributor

D PLAZA 884-0139

L FREE PARKING
OPEN WEAVE DRAPERY

45" wide 100% Polyestér, wash & hang.
Select from many shades and designs.
Perfect for easy hanging in any room.

COMPARE..."2 49
FABIRCLAND
1 0 DRAPERY SPECTACULAR

PRICE
IMPORTED TERGAL SHEER

99¢.
118" wide, 100% Polyester, completely

washable, assoried colours. Stock as avail- /
able in stores only. No special orders
please.

1-3  wvd.

machine wash-

special orders
COMPARE...'10.98
FABRICLAND
DRAPERY SPECTACULAR
PRICE

SpEL‘BI 98
Purchase YD.
ANTIQUE

SATIN

48" wide mixed contents
Select from 10 shades in this
hasic drapery material. Suit-

able for any room.
COMPARE ... '6.00 YD.

$949
YD.

Butterwick
Patterns
Limited
Quantities

1/2 Price
NOW
Vi
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STORE

Mon., Tues., Wed. 9:30-6 p.m.

Thurs.,

Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sat.9:30a.m. -6 p.m.
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MARYHILL
WOODWORKING & FURNITURE

Kitchen cabinets, vanities, book sheives,
chesterfield reupholstering
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ST. PATRICKS DAY

A Delightful Dinner Awaits You_l
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COME JOIN US...

Specializing in Steak & Seafood

FEATURING THIS WEEK-END:

RO XX

PLEASE CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
DON MILLS ROAD, SHARON

6196 YONGE ST.

EW’J

SPAGHETTI HOUSE & TAVERN

— B VEAL DISHES B STEAK B SURF'N'TURF
W SEAFOODS B FAMILY STYLE DINNERS

Call For Reservations .

SMALL BANQUETS
FREE PARKING

FERNANDO’'S
VILLAGE RESTAURANT

IN THE VILLAGE SHOPPES

@

SPECIALIZING IN

B TAKE OUT SERVICE

223-2130

60 MAIN ST. MARKHAM 294-6523
NEW WEEKDAY FAMILY DINNERS
EVERY MONDAY EVERY TUESDAY
| B.B.Q. CHICKEN | VEAL CUTLET
Mashed Potaioes . ADATS. 395 ichepuce Modeia . houtts 850
or French Fries SENIORS 2.50 | vegetables seniors 2.99
CHILDREN 150 | ©f e P cuioren 1.79
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVERY THURSDAY
ROAST BEEF DINNER | SIRLOIN STEAK
BAKED POTATO & SALAD
e i 0 pouLTs 5.95
ey 1.99 seNiors 4.15

cHitoren 1,99

“SPARKY”

THE YORK REGIONAL TALKING
POLICE CARWILL BE IN THE MALL

DURING SCHOOL BREAK WEEK
MARCH 19th to 23rd




