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__Hospital budget plans announced

The Minister of Health
recently announced
budget plans for Ontario
Hospitals for the fiscal
year 1979-80.

A 5.3 per cent increase

budgets, and the second 15
in connection with
measures designed to
encourage “‘better use of
the health system’
specifically copayment or

would also apply to those
occupying a bed in a
provincial psychiatric
hospital longer than 60
days.

Exemptions from the

days, to be in the acute
phase of their illness.
Most of them still must
maintain their homes and
families since they are
very likely to recover

psychiatric patients
As the DMinister has
proposed it to date, we see
little alternative but to
oppose this Ssuggestion.
In addition, within a so-
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vears ago. For insured

Care costs and Financing

hospitals that have been

of 35 beds per 1,000 in Certain user fees have persons, it will increase recommended user making a genuine effort
Northern Ontario. also been recommended from $5 to $20. The charges for certain toutilize their facilities in

The Minister stated by a number of com- mileage charge for longer chronic care patients in an economical and ef-
that no hospital will mittees and groups trips will be abolished. order to treat them on the ficient manner. This is

receive less money in this
fiscal year than last, and
that district health
councils and other
organized local health
planning bodies will have
increasing  responsibil-
ities in co-ordinating
health care services for
both  hospitals and
alternate forms of care,
such as long-term care.

He mentioned
copayment adjustments
for ambulance services,
the introduction of $8.80
per diem copayment for
long-term chronic care
and capital financing

incentives for hospital patients from chronic certain patients a s e
cost-saving projects. beds to nursing home copayment fee. == e
There is to be continued beds when nursing home We are somewhal —— o=

funding for life support
and one-of-a-kind
programs, and long-term
care services may be
expanded as a result of
studies of long-term care
requirements now being
conducted by district
health councils and other
health planning bodies.

Two kinds of ad-
justments will affect
hospitals as of April L.
The first is with respect to
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studying health costs in
recent months, such as
the Taylor Committee
and the Legislature's
Select Committee on
Health Care Financing
and Costs.

The Minister pointed
out that at this time some
35,000 extended care
patients in nursing homes
and homes for the aged
pay a per diem charge,
while patients in chronic
hospitals, which cost far
more, now pay no per
diem fee at all.

There is currently no
incentive to move

care could more properly
meet their needs. The
Government is therefore
introducing a per diem
charge for those oc-
cupying a chronic bed in a
public or chronic hospital
longer than 60 days. The
60-day gqualifying period
began February 1. As of
April 1, 1979, the fee is to
be $9.80 a day, equal to
the per diem nursing
home fee. The same fee

FIRST SUBJECT
IN PORTRAIT

plus

For those not insured or
for uninsured services,
such as medically un-
necessary trips, the user
charge will increase from
$25 to $40. The actual cost
of an average ambulance
trip is about $90.

The Liberal Party
supports the shift away
from expensive in-
stitutional care to
cheaper community
alternatives. We can
understand the reasoning
of the government in
attempting to restrain the
budgets of general
hospitals and to charge

concerned, however, that
the alternatives to these
acute care facilities have
not been provided, and
the proposals of the
government will require
further assessment.

The proposal to levy a
charge against those in
psychiatric hospitals for
example for more than 60
days is crude, cruel and
discriminatory. Patients
are likely, even after 60
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same basis as those in
nursing homes who
currently pay per diem
charges, neither Com-
mittee recommended
such charges for

unwise, in our view. We
would like to see the
restraints related to some
extent to a hospital's
record of economy and
efficiency.
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Look for the Red Spot Values
throughout our store during the

bruary. They’re your

assurance that Homecare is

working to keep prices
competitive.
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PRODUCTS. CEDAR ODSTRIP

W

It's an inexpensive and creative way to add warmth of real
western red cedar to any room. And is easy to use. You
simply cut the strips to fit the area or design pattern you're
covering, apply an adhesive, and press the strips in place.

I-BRICK®

Here is how to add colour, charm and characler
to any room in your home with famous Z-Brick.
Easy to use, just apply

mortar-cemen! andstick on.

POLY STIPPLE

® Companion By Airway
®Tru Lite by Camp
® [ ymphedema arm sleeves

Ready to use and easy to apply. Trowel on or
thin with wateranduse aroller. Youcancreatea
light stipple or heavy stucco
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" Get Wood And alue it to it! Carton r:cwersé-r—lg Sq. FL. patterns.

Got an idea? Get Woodstrip. And glue it to it! COUNTRY RU :

iMastectamy bras i B et RED, BUFF OR SMOKE 77
® [ eisure bras CASH & CARRY .FT.PACKAGE  CASH& CARRY i

CASH & CARRY

®Swim Wear (on request)

CALL FOR A PERSONAL
APPOINTMENT AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

CHECK OUR COMPLETE LINE
WITH THE LOW PRICES

® Colostomy / [leostomy Supplies
® Braces/ Support (Garments

To meet your doctor's prescriptions

WE HAVE SPECIALLY TRAINED
MALE /| FEMALE PERSONNEL

Wheelchairs | Walkers | Canes | Crutches
SALES @ SERVICE @ RENTALS

CONVALESCENT
doane ha!:?_m AID CENTRE

889.922 10 a.m.-4p.m., Mon.-Fri.
above doane hall pharmacy or by appointment

LUFKIN RULE

Quality is built into this %" X 12' steel

HAMMER

16 oz.clawhammer, hardwood handlefor

sure grip ... good quality.

5__: Highway 77

ALUMINUM LEVEL

Use this well made Stanley Thrifty levelto
keep that new well level and plumb. Size
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24" long. Ideal for those small culting jobs. 8 \
point, cross cut, manufactured by Nicholson measuring tape. Model Y8312,
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