Church column

We've forgotten how to enjoy

By Rev.
KEITH KNILL
St. Paul's United
Oak Ridges

Recently, after ,the
assaults of the ‘11 p.m.
news, | lay down with a
light novel.

It took my mind off
world problems and
recalled memories of
several yvears ago, of a
rugged harsh island off
the west coast of
Scotland

On this Isle of rock and
sheep, of storms yel
peace, the proud people

would gather regularly
for a ‘‘ceilidh’.

This means a *'visiting"’
or ‘'sojourning’’. As a
traveller, you arrive at a
croft home after a hike
over some bleak land-
scape, not without its own
appeal

You are received with
honor, settled into a room
with the sweel smell of a
peat fire and the warmth
of lamplight,

On an island where
neighbors are separated
by both distance and
storms, every human hie
IS precious.

mMOoon.

You are given the gift of
the house with its warm
reception. In return, you
are expected to offer your
own gift sharing of
news, singing or plaving,
dancing, telling stories

Sadness is left outside
the door.

After an evening of joy
and laughter, a simple yet
sufficient ‘‘strupach’™
imeal) is served.

Then by the light of the
crofters return

renewed,
feeling 1n
with' their

home
refreshed,
communion
world

AS my memories were
awakened of similar
experiences eight years
ago, I reflected upon the
very different world ol
("anada of ominous
newscasts and forecasts

We've forgotien how to
really enjoy ourselves,
how .to celebrate life
consciously and soberly
It's all so simple. But
we've forgotten. | wonder
why

Perhaps there's
much o remember
myriad details from work
or home, laxes,
pressures, and every

O

Survey indicates pupils
well taught in religion class

A survey given to 360
Grades 4 and 8 Separate
School students based on
what they've learned in
religion class shows that
the board and teachers

are achieving good
results in the most im-
portant religious al-

titudes, especially among
the younger children.

Though the gquestion-
naire wasn't compiled
and evaluated by
professional statisticians,
it was the first try by
religious education co-
ordinator Noel Cooper, to
get an idea how well
courses are being lear-
ned, applied and ac-
cepted.

Both age groups an-
swered 80 true and false
and fill-in-the-blank
questions and the older
students were asked an
extra section on opinions
and attitudes and the part
religion plays in their
lives,

In his analysis, Mr,
Cooper explains the test

wasn't marked in terms
of who got what right but
rather in percentages of
children who gave
preferred answers. He
hoped to relate these

percentages to the ef-
fectiveness of what is
being done in the
classroom.

“l feel that any item
which is answered

correctly by 80 per cent of
the students is being well-
taught in our religious
education program,’’
states Mr. Cooper
“Items falling below that
level could be marked for
added emphasis.”

In the junior group,
about 29 per cent of the
questions were answered
below the 80 level, Grade
8 pupils were slightly
more rusty, replying to 35
per cent well below the
preferred level.

One justification given
was that many of the

concepts taught in lower
grades had either been
forgotten or that personal

feelings are  more
prevalent among the
older students as an
alternative to factual
knowledge.

Teachers were also
asked to take the test and
evaluate the survey. They
raised three or four
concerns that will likely
be considered the next
time such a study is
undertaken, amateur or

professional

Some teachers won-
dered aboul asking
personal questions aboul
atlending Mass and other
practises: ''‘Asking such
personal questions can
only harm the students by
initiating guilt feelings
and fear,”” wrote one
teacher

Another asked if factual
knowledge is accurate as
an indicator of real faith:
“Emphasis in religious
studies has not been on
drill and facts; religion is
a way of life, not a head
full of historical facts and

ERY & SHEER

teachings.”
agreed

theological

Mr. Cooper
some aspects of the
questionnaire were
defective. He felt some
objectives were ac
complished by i,
however

maost
the

“*Generally,
teachers found
process interesting and
helpful to ‘see whal
students remember whal
we've taught’ I'm
sure the survey will assist
teachers in evaluating

their own teaching of
religion,”” he said.
Mr. Cooper welcomed

any help from trustees
and hoped the board
would seek the advice of
professional services in
its next attempt at a
definitive sampling of
students and teachers of
religion

The Education Com-
mittee of the hoard will
take an in-depth look at
the test on Feburary 7.

hys
.j.l}
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the earth
flashing

salesman on
squawking and
messages al us

All are offering Lo
‘save 1S dollars,
worries. sickness., and

every other need we could
have or avoid

Many people find
themselves sick, simply
sick of the world and all
its demands

What do we prescribe’
At the risk of seeming
simplistic, 1  would
suggest ‘love’, love to
take some of the weight

off, the love of people
giving themselves Lo
others

someone has lo love

yvou enough to let you love
voursell a little

Two people face a crisis

one survives and lives,
the other doesn’t. In one,
the urge to hve, the love
of living is strong: in the
aother, 1t 158 weak,

In one there is a
rootedness, an essential
security of being named
and loved; in the other,
there is the insecurity of
unknowing and un-
certainty

We need certainties, the
certainties, which come
1o us in the experiences of
living, the certainties of
our Christian faith, the
love and hope which we
have in God's Spirit, and
the peace of communion
with God, with ourselves,
with His world

These words, so easily

written and read, to
become real require
commitment, an iden-

tification with Christian
communily, a par-
licipation in the Body and
the life of Christ

Such a commitment of
people caring for people,
in the spirit of the self-
giving Christ, will give us
not just a moment to
celebrate, but a life ol
eternal living.
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Actual photograph of Drapes & Sheers six years & three months old
Available for inspection at our Keele Street showroom

SPECIAL SALE

FRENCH IMPORTED TERGAL

SHEERS

9 decorator colours Triple full

LINEN

FREE-SHOP-AT-HOME-SERVICE

5 decorator colours Triple full

$

HUGE STOCKS AVAILABLE

88

per ft.

All

and

Irons,

Mayfair's
are carefully hand made,
individually hand
pressed with small steam
put it
sophisticated machinery
tor final inspection and

draperies

requires
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s
Kraft Dinner

at l15

..WE DO!

MACARONI AND CHEESE CANADIAN QUEEN - SLICED

KRAFT DINNER | COOKED HAM

7. 0L

LIMIT OF 8 PER CUSTOMER

GOLD SEAL

SOCKEYE SALMON

775
" 1 3 3
@ LIMIT OF 4 TINS PER CUSTOMER
CADBURY INSTANT

CHOGOLATE

CANADA NO. 1 GRADE, WASHED

CARROTS

CANADA FANCY GRADEB.C
RED OR GOLDEN, DELICIOUS

APPLES

PARTLY SKIMMED, PASTEURIZED

FRESH 2% MILK

" 1.29

BAG
LIMIT OF 2 PER CUSTOMER

WHITE LABEL ENRICHED WHITE

SLICED BREAD

24 OZ.

= 4 )

LIMIT OF 4 PER CUSTOMER

GRADE A

LARGE EGGS

A9

LIMIT OF 2 PER CUSTOMER

FINE, GRANULATED

WHITE SUGAR

Y4

LIMIT OF 2 BAGS PER CUSTOMER

rock bottom prices because...

e We stock brand names and e You bring your own bags — * You do your own price
generics — but have limited or we sell them to you at 3¢ marking on your purchases.

varieties of duplicate products. each. e You parcel your own groceries.

pleat folding for delivery

FAST 7 DAY DELIVERY

FOR DAY OR EVENING APPOINTMENT CALL YOUR NEAREST LOCATION NOW

5 LOCATIONS 2673 Eglinton Ave. E.

Scarborough
TO SERVE YOU 267-8297

Huge sStocks available for tasl

e (ur products are displayed e We do not accept cheques. e We check you out quickly.
1 day delivery

very simply. o We are open fewer hours.

Maylairs experienced
decorators will come to your
home or oftice for day or even
ing appointments without
charge or obligalion

20% DISCOUNT

on over 500 items

Rock hottom food prices at these locations.

e 1541 Jane Street at Trethewey e« 970 Queen Street East
e 9751 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill « 2480 Eglinton Ave. East

Values effective until closing Store Hours
1979, TUESDAY — 106 FRIDAY — 109
4699 Keele St 1807 Lawrence Ave. E. %ahiﬂa!;]m!gag 27,1978 WEDNESDAY — 106 SATURDAY — 95§
We reserve the nght to limit guantities THURSDAY — 104

at Pharmacy

151-1574

S. of Steeles

661-2131

5441 Yonge St
(At Finch)

25 YEARS SERVING METRO 223-9651

1187 Hurontario
Mississauga

274-25179




