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vesterdays

by mary dawson

Plank roads were smooth with plenty of traction

Plank roads were the
first hard surface roads
built in York, according
to E. A. James, writing in
The Liberal in January,
1927.

The great pine forest
supplied the raw material
and the water powers of
many streams supplied
the energy to convert this
into road surfacing.

Plank roads were good
roads, he claimed. They
were smooth, yet gave
good traction.

About 1850 the Vaughan
and King Plank Road
Company received a
charter to build a plank
road commencing in the

*City of Toronto at the

corner of Yonge Streel
and Davenport Road.

It followed Davenport
west then went north on
Bathurst Street to St.
Clair and thence by
Vaughan Road to Fair-
bank, north on Concession
3 in Vaughan, then
westerly to Concession 4
and north on it to King
City.

A contract with George
Lynn, dated June 9, 1851,
called for the grading,
ditching and planking of
the Vaughan Road north
from the York Townline.
The price per rod was six
shillings or $1.50.

Nicholas Cober, owner
of a sawmill on Lot 34,
Concession 1, Vaughan,
received a contract the
same year to supply road
plank at $6.25 per
thousand feet. Not only
did he provide the planks
but he hauled them some
five miles to the site of
construction for this sum.

The contract was for
100,000 feet of three inch
plank and inch boards,
the plank to be eight feel
long and from six to 14
inches wide and the
boards 12 inches running
measure. The planks
were laid across the
boards which ran length-
wise on the road surface.

Plumbing inspectors
show large surplus

It was a very good year

for York Region's
municipal plumbing
inspectors.

Activity by plumbing
inspectors was at an all-
time high in 1978, ac-
cording to a report to
York Region's health and
social services committee
last week.

Not only that, but the
plumbing inspection
branch had a surplus of
$150,000 for the vear.

It was a turnaround
from the 1977 situation,
when plumbing in-
spection and permit fees
were increased part-way
through the year to make
up for the decline in
construction activity In
the region.

The higher rates and
increased building in 1978
brought nearly $350,000
-~ into regional coffers.
Revenue of only $201,000

as:-

had been forecast in the
1978 budget.

Plumbing and drain
permits totalled 8,630
compared with 4,350 for
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1977. In the first 11
months of 1978, inspectors
travelled 86,608 miles to
make 13,842 inspectlions,
according to the report,

SIFIED
ENCOUNTERS

of the best kind
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THIS IS TO ANNOUNCE

Drs. Palmer, Harris, Broadhurst and
Harmeson have moved the Equine
Practice from Thornhill Veterinary Clinic.

The new Equine Practice will be known

GOLF GLEN VETERINARY CLINIC

220 YONGE STREET SOUTH
AURORA, ONTARIO

721-3003

Three years later, in
October, 1854, James
McKilvery undertook to
provide the labor to plank
part of Concession 4,
Vaughan, to whalever
distance the company
would supply him with
plank at the rate of four
shillings and six pence
per rod ($1.12)

He was to be allowed
for putting in one culvert
and a time limit of about a
month was placed on the
work.

The plank road was
constructed on  the
westerly half so that il
would bear the burden of
the heavy wagon loads
and the empty wagons,
returning from the

market in Toronto, would
use the east half of the
road

To pay for the con-
struction and main-
tenance the company was
permitted lo erect toll
gates and collect tolls

However, the planks
wore out, the holes were
filled with gravel and
stone, and the company
still continued to collect
tolls.

It was not until 1896 that
the townships involved
agreed lo purchase the
road

Tolls ceased and the toll
gates disappeared, but
only when the City of
Toronto agreed to abolish
market fees,

THE PARENTS
=~ SCHOOL BOOK

by Dr. Blair Shaw

HOW TO DEAL WITH SCHOOLS EFFECTIVELY
WITH YOU IN CHARGE —

INCLUDES: Step-by-step guides to — get the lacts
- inform the school — keep
track and get results PLUS: “"What parents are con-
cerned about” "Who is in charge?’'""You are notalone.
PLUS: Sample letters & forms, guides, suggestions,
mterviews with teachers and

— decide on your aims

infarmation and real

parents

FOR YOUR COPY by return mail, send chegque or
money order (not cash) $§2.95 plus 50¢ handling to: DR
BLAIR SHAW, BOX b2 OAKVILLE, ONTARIO LBJ

azs

Also available by Dr. Shaw: A 30-minute casselte tape

PARENTS'

PROBLEMS & SOLUTIONS (ldeal for group meetings)

S$3 95 plus 50¢ handling. Order as above

CONCERNS ABOUT SCHOOLS I

handling.

SUN and SAN(I
AREq REAT

BUI......

we ALSO give you:

e carefree travel by luxurious motor-
coach with new sights to see daily

e personal attention from our profes-
sional drivers and escorts

e worry free accommodation in first
class Hotels & Motels

e freedom from the cares of luggage

REMEMBER...

there’s plenty to see between the
cold north and the sunny south

Travel by motorcoach with

TRENTWAY

FOR AN QUTLINE OF TOURS TO
FLORIDA, TEXAS, CALIFORNIA,
CALL TODAY:

TRENTWAY TOURS LTD.
1-800-416-7615 (Toronto Area 363-6119) or write
P.0. Box 772, Peterborough, Ont.
or see your local licenced Travel Agent.
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GOOD DEAL!

ALL THIS FOR

PKG.
OF 2

PKG.
OF 72

128
FL. OZ.

LB.

-

o We stock brand names and

| generics — but have limited
varieties of duplicate products.

e (ur products are displayed

very simply.

ASSORTED COLOURS

SCOTT TOWELS

9

LIMIT OF 2 PER CUSTOMER

ORANGE PEKOE

TETLEY TEA

21.67

LIMIT OF 2 PER CUSTOMER

WHITE LABEL

ASSORTED COLOURS - FACIAL TISSUE

KLEENEX

49

LIMIT OF 4 PER CUSTOMER

PKG.
OF 200

Whosells

Scott lowels

at l6 Ib

..WE DO!

WHITE LABEL, RECONSTITUTED

APPLE JUIGE

48
FL. OZ.

6 OZ
PKG.

oo

10LB.
BAG

e

2kg

/.79

CANADA NO. 1 GRADE, WHITE, SMALL

COOKING ONIONS

.63

D7

FINE, GRANULATED

A9

LIMIT OF 2 PER CUSTOMER

rock bottom prices because...

Values effective until closing
Saturday. January 13, 1979.

Unless other

We

each.

wise stated
reserve the nght 1o hmil quaniees

e You bring your own bags —
or we sell them to you at 3¢

e We do not accept cheques.
e We are open fewer hours.

e 970

Tuesday

Wednesday — 106
Thursday

Queen Street East

Store Hours
— |06  Friday — 10
Saturday — 9

— 108

CANADIAN QUEEN, MACARONI & CHEESE,
BOLOGNA OR MOCK CHICKEN, SLICED

LIQUID BLEACH | COOKED MEATS

.66

FROM THE TROPICS, LARGE

BANANAS

h

GRADE A FRESH

LARGE EGGS

e

LIMIT OF 2 PER CUSTOMER

WHITE SUGAR

e You do your own price
marking on your purchases.

e You parcel your own groceries

e We check you out quickly.

Rock bottom food prices at these locations.

e 1541 Jane Street at Trethewey .
e 9751 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill 2480 Eglinton Ave. East
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