Best on
boards

open track

The skateboard, that wondrous
device that makes a kid feel he is on
cloud nine by getting his feet three
inches off the ground, is threatening to
become an industry as fast as it 1s
becoming a sport.

Last week, Markham businessman
Doug Meharg and two out-of-town
partners launched Ontario Skateboards
Parks Ltd., from a former cowbarn on
the old Markham Fairgrounds.

On the outside, the place still looks
like a cowbarn but the inside has been
transformed into the first skateboard
track in eastern Canada.

The place almost defies description,
but it looks like a laboratory where they
used to study water waves that has just
been rediscovered by kids.

The floor is flat in a few places, wavy
in others and has been scooped out to
form what looks like a series of empty,
rounded swimming pools in others.

One of them in fact is the shape of a
swimming pool that skateboarders
have adopted for their own, said Bob
James, the skateboard park publicist.

The first skateboard park was built in
California two years ago and there are
now about 200.

Enthusiasts are kept up-to-date by
four different glossy magazines and 22
countries have sanctioned
skateboarding as an Olympic sport.

The Markham skateboard track
opened two Saturdays ago at 8 a.m.
with a line-up of kids at the door. The
first pair said they had been waiting
since 5 a.m, More than 3,000 youngsters
were put through the track in the first
six days. The cost if $1 for club mem-
bers and $1.50 for non-members for one
hour.

Friday night some of the best
skateboarders from the Toronto area
and beyond demonstrated their skills at
a reception. Wearing their mandatory
helmets elbow and knee pads and
gloves, they zoomed up and down the
sides of the concrete pits, while
relatives, and friends of the owners and
Markham dignitaries looked down from
above.

David Frank from Dundas, skated in
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Doug Teramoto shows skill in snake pit

something resembling a swallow-tail
‘coat. The trip was worth it, he said.
“Everybody who is anybody is here.”

That was in the skateboarding world.

Most of the Markham council was
there along with the town's ad-
ministrator, recreation director and
deputy planning director and Rich-
mond Hill Mayor David Schiller who
said a skateboard park had been
considered for the former Dominion
Store building in the Hill.

Markham mayor Tony Roman said
“Doug (Meharg) came to me several
months ago saying he had something
really exciting. When I saw the plans, I
got really excited, too. I never saw
anything go through council so
quickly.”

That was after some legal
negotiations to give the town control
over the property use without spending
any town money. The Town planners
decided the park was an allowable use
for the open space zone it occupies..

After the speeches, Doug Teramoto Gas Company, 500 Elgin

All prices shown in this od
guaranteed effective

through Saturday,
December 10th, 1977.

demonstrated the most difficult run
through the long, twisting ‘‘snake pit."”
Teramoto was the club “‘test pilot”
during the track's construction.

The visitors went back to the snack

bar which was serving something
stronger than soft drinks for the first
and probably the last time.

Several admitted to suddenly feeling
old

Chamber seminar
offers tax tips

Mills Road East, is open
to all members of the
public _
The 8 to 10 p.m. meeting
will feature two chartered

discussion on the new
dividend tax credit
systemn, tax planning for
small businesses, stock
options, corporate sur-

“Tax Topics” is the
subject of the final
seminar in the Richmond
Hill Chamber of Com-
merce series, planned for

Wednesday, December accountants, Roy Hogg plus accounts and other
14 and George Decourcy, changes 1in the tax
both of Arthur Andersen system.

The presentation, to be and Company who will Pre-registration 1s not

held in the Blue Flame offer advice on a variety necessary. Just show up
Room of the Consumers’ of tax problems. at the g!m:_mr :
The agenda includes  Admission 1s $2.
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LISTERINE TOOTHPASTE 1.59

Facial Tissue — White, Pink, Yellow, Lilac
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HEINZ JUNIOR FOODS 3/89:
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Cracked Wheat 53"2{

0% or 100% Whole Wheat

BROWN
BREAD

FRUIT CAKE

3.99
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7.5 fl-ox jar

32-fl-ox plastic bottle
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DO YOU KNOW THAT
POWELL PLUMBING

SUPPLY LTD.

Majorette

SUCCESS

Mrs. E. Hillaby of
Elmwood Avenue., Rich-
mond Hill, won the
afghan in the draw for the
Richmond Hill Lions
Majorette and Drum
Corps, bazaar

The Lions Christmas
Cake was won with ticket
177055.

SELL DURO
WATER SBFTENEFIS

DISCOUNT PRICES
XMAS $

il
SPECIAL Reg. *329.00

FOR 20,000 GRAIN - SE 20

460 ELGIN MILLS ROAD
RICHVIOND HILL
861-2468 883-1616

RICHMOND
HILL

TAXI

884-1212

7 RICHMVIOND HILL LEGION BINGO

i fg Legion Hall, Ohio Rd., off Elgin Mills Road E.

= $$TWO JACKPOTSSS
No. 1 Jackpot $60000 No. 2 $50000

Wed. Dec. 7th No. 1 Jackpot 56 No's No. 2 59 No's
Early Birds at 7:35 p.m. - Reg. Games & Specials at 8 p.m.

“YOUR BINGO CENTRE FOR ALL SEASONS"

NO PLAYERS UNDER 16 YEARS ADMITTED

| i

A PM.-2 AM

MEW YEAR'S EVE s
PLACE: THORNHILL COMMUNITY CENTRE \% /
JOHN & BAYVIEW AVEMNUE [‘ Ty ”J
COST! $33.00 per couple includes, champagne, \i' ,
I dinner served alter midnighl
ORCHESTRA PAUL FARIS AND HIS BAND -
ENQUIRIES TO: HARRY NOAKES — 225-2606 Y ¥
MOISE MAKERS: HATS, BALLOONS, STREAMERS
HAVE YOUR HOUSE PARTY AT THE CENTRE

REFRESHMENTS DRESS:
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THOANHILL DISTRICT LIONS CLUB
PROCEEDS TO THE COMMUNMITY CENTRE FUND
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SPECIAL!

- $195 s
$250 143,

ALSO LARGER POTS AVAILABLE from 350 - 22% and up %

- KEEP YOUR HOLIDAY WISHES .
.y ALIVE..WITH FLOWERS

* CYCLAMEN

« CHRISTMAS CACTUS \Jj

o AZALEAS A
MUMS 2
e GREEN PLANTS ol

LOTS OF HANGING

BASKETS
$450AND UP

CHRISTMAS TREES

AND YULE LOGS FOR THE FIREPLACE
ALSO AVAILABLE

RICHVIEW NURSERY

1101 Bayview Avenue, Richmond Hill

PHONE 8384-6091

Thurs. & Fri. Open til 9 o’clock - Closed Sundays
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