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Be kind to Walleye

We hear a lot about spawning beds
for lake trout and rainbows, but few
of us remember that other fishes
such as walleye, need a suitable
spawning area as well

As my favourite fishing waters are
those around Georgian Bay, 1 have
been very concerned about the
decline of the local walleye
population in that area.

I have received a letter from the
Parry Sound Resort Area
Association dealing with this
problem. Chairman of this com-
mittee i1s W. A. Davis, who, 1 have
been told, is a biologist. This letter 1s
directed to the Hon. Frank Miller,
Minister of Natural Resources.

Wiped out

The problem is the Groundhog
Walleye population, which, ac-
cording to this letter has been
almost wiped out by the local

commercial fishermen.
The ‘groundhog population’, so

Shawanaga Bay, is the main
spawning area for a large part of
(reorgian Bay

Walleye taken from north of Byng
Inlet to as far south as Twin Island
near Carling township probably use
this spawning area

There is a small spawning
population in the Shawanaga River,
but it is believed that those hsh
remain in the area all year round.

Big decline

In 1963 an estimate of the
Groundhog population made by local
biologists indicated that there were
about 13,000 fish present during
walleye spawning time. Within two
vears this population was reduced to
about 700 fish.

The dramatic decline of the
walleye population was directly
attributed to commercial fishing on
or near the spawning grounds.

The population of walleye
remained very small over the years,
less than 500 fish. In 1975 a strong-

named because of its location near
Groundhog

Island

Sell it

close to about 2700 fish.

vear class of fish increased it to
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Alex Eberspaecher
Now get this. The local com-
mercial fishermen were permitted a
quota of 15,000 pounds of walleye
rom this spawning area during 1976
As the present fish averaged about
3.9 pounds 1n weight, the total quota
was for about 3850 fish, about 1000
more hish than were present
The fishermen were able to catch
about 15,000 pounds of walleye in
that year, and based on this in-
formation, was estimated at aboul
3000 fish. The whole population has
then, al least theoretically, been
wiped out again

Lots of people

Where are the priorities? It surely
can't be the money as the value of
the netted fish did not exceed $22,000
and the potential annual value to the
local tourist industry is well over
£100,000. During 1976 alone, over

70,000 people visited the camps and
lodges in the area

Smallmouth bass are not legal
prey for commercial fishing

However there 1s such a thing as
incidental catch which means tish
taken by mistake,

Although reliable information
cannot be obtained, it is estimated
that over 2000 smallmouth bass have
been taken from this one area. There
1S no estimation on pike or other fish,
but I suspect their numbers are even
nigher

Ban nets

The government has now been
asked by the local camp operators to
declare walleye and pike as
gamelfish, and ban fishing with nets
in the spawning areas. I was told
that a two-mile limit was proposed.
Is this really too much to ask?
Hopefully, Mr. Miller will listen to
the operators and the sportsmen

Pickerel
are scarce

Pickerel are scarce in
some Southern Ontario
lakes but are by no means
an endangered species

That's the word from
Ken Irizawa, executive
director of the ministry of
II&J['LET‘E.!] resources
division of Fish and
Wildlife

*The fact is some lakes
are no longer suitable for
the production of
pickerel, and this puts an
entirely different slant on

the matter.,'' Irizawa
sald
Restrictive legislation

aimed primarily al
reducing the pickerel
harvest, will not, ac-
cording to Irizawa,
perpetuale species in
unsuitable habitat where
the limiting factors in-
clude:

fluctuating
water levels,
deteriorating water

Siltation,

gquality, and dissolved
oxygen deficiencies due
to water enrichment.

before it is too late for one of the best
fishing waters in the world.
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We can make 1t happen. We'll cut through that
wasted wall cr window area and install thermo

glazed shding glass doors, in your choice of alurmi

num, wood or vinyl. which will open onto a spacious
cedar sundeck, designed with you in mind

OUR YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ASSURE
YOU OF SATISFACTION

IMEMBER BETTER BLUSINESS BURE AL

CALL NOW FOR NO-OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

749-4002

ALKA ALUMINUM & HOME IMPROVEMENTS
399 ORMONT DRIVE, WESTON

Don’t throw
Jjunk away

By Millie Stewart

Now is the time of the
year when all of us get
that clean up fever. It
does us good and it cer-
tainly helps those full
closets and overcrowded
basements.

When you have ac-
cumulated all your ‘junk’,
don't throw it out. The
Dak Ridges and District
Minor Hockey
Association is having a
spring auction and flea
market on June, 4. That
gives you plenty of time to
get busy.

They are looking for
donations of clothing,
appliances, antiques and
what ever else you care to
contribute. They will not
accepl cars.

A special feature of the
day will be Canada's
oldest auctioneer. There
will be refreshments and
treasures galore to be
had. What you can't use,
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may be just what
someone else has been
wanting,

Another feature of this
auction is that if you have
any items that will sell for
over $100. they can be sold
for you by the auctioneer
al a 15 per cent com-
mission.

The numbers to call for
pick up items are 773
4310 and 773-5056.

Time to register

There is still time to
register for the Lions
annual bike-a-thon to be
held May 7.

This 1s your opportunity
to get out the bike and
give it a good work-out.

The registration will
take place at Bond Lake
Arena on April 30 from 11
am, to 1 p.m.

All pledges received
will go to charity, 50 per
cent to the charity of the
rider's choice and 50 per
cent to the Lions charity
of their choice.
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YOUR PLACE
IN THE SUN

Do you know your
ABCs of a fun vaca-
tion? Start with Arch-
ery, Bicycling, Climb-
ing (rocks, that is)...
then go on to Fishing,
Golf, Horseback riding,
Ice skating, and Kay-
aking. Should we
continue? How about
Outdoor barbecues,
Raft trips, Skeet
Shooting, Tennis and
Trap Shooting.

We may have left
out a few letters, but
that doesn’'t matter,
because there's lots
more sports and acti-
vities, and they all take
place in fabulous Sun
Valley, Idaho. Before
you say you don't
know how to do a lot
of these things, we'd
ke to tell you it
doesn’t matter. They
give lessons in many
of these sports at the
famous Valley.

World of Travel Ltd.

Besides learning
many of the things
we've already men-
tioned, you can also
learn sailing and soar-
INg — swooping si-
lently through the air
like a graceful bird.
Furthermore, some
tours to Sun Valley
give you your choice
of doing as many of
these things as vou
want to do! Sun
Valley has justly be-
come an almost le-
gendary vacation. Go
there on your next trip
and find out why!
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WADDELL'S WORLD
OF TRAVEL, LTD.

10084 Yonge St. Rich-
mond Hill. Phone: 884-
9271 — 889-2882. Let us
show you the world!
See you next week.
BONDED

REGISTERED

TRAVEL AGENCY

NO. 0007853

Hurry! Only 4 days left to save
on values like these.
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Better value prices, selection, service.

d relaxing, coun
your home with this quality-crafted 86"
Colonial-style sofa and matching chair.

wingback styling, reversible seat
ns, velvet welt trim, Sale price
covered decks and spring edge. Delivered.

Lifetime service guarantee
included.

Shop daily 9 AM-9 PM.. .. Saturday 9 AM-6 PM.
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try-casual charm to

ming set featuring high

Pay less money with Bonus Coupons.

Save on this soft 'n supple comfortably padded
Spanish-style sofa-bed and matching chair.

Both feature plump, biscuit-tufted backs Sale price
and padded seat cushions in handsome Delivered.

black vinyl. Sofa-bed opens into full-size $
bed for two with storage space for sheets

and covers. Lifetime service guarantee 1
included.

Pay less money with Bonus Coupons

Save on this handsome 2-pc. tuxedo-style
sofa' and chair with front-mounted casters.

93" sofa and matching low-back chair
feature modern overstuffed arms, 5" of
polyfoam for extra seating comfort,
reversible cushions, hardwood frames
and no-sag springs. 2 bolster cushions.
Handsome Fort Knox Pewter upholstery
Lifetime service guarantee included.
Cover net exactly as illustrated.

Sale price
Delivered.

Pay less money with Bonus Coupons.

Relax and enjoy this handsome

3-position recliner with built-in
Enjoy thorough relaxation in this handsome
black vinyl 3-pasition recliner with built-in
vibrator. Also features no-sag springs, and
extra-thick foam-padded arms, back and
seat. Great for the living room, den or
tamily room. Lifetime service guarantee

included.
Sale price$
Delivered

Hay less money with Bonus € Oupans.

Red Tag Specials |

| For special savings on a variety of unadvertised
values — one-of-a-kinds and floor samples — just look
for our special red tagged items. But hurry, the best
| goes first, and quantities are limited.

Free 5% Cash Bonus Coupons with every purchase. Redeemable like cash on your next purchase at Bad Boy.

Total satisfaction — with a lifetime
service guarantee on furniture.

10165 YONGE ST., RICHMOND HILL
Direct Phone Lines: 884-9125 ¢ 881-1320 * 773-4512




