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By Larry Johnston

KING — Picture the rugged hills of
Greece., Two hundred oxen harnessed
together drag a huge block of white
marble toward the sea.

The method has not changed since
Michaelangelo. The largest block of
marble ever guarried, 17 feet long, 23
feet wide, weighing 400,000 pounds, 1s
painstakingly moved for one of the
world’s leading sculptors.

“1 sell imagination,”’ says Count
Alexander von Svoboda. While
Michaelangelo was patronized by popes
and princes, the scluptor's work is now
commissioned by captains of industry
looking for tax breaks.

Von Svoboda maintains his home and
studio in King and another studio near
Florence, Italy. He travels all over the
world seeking out materials and ideas
to satisfy his clients.

That 200-ton slab of marble was
destined for the head office of the
Georgia Pacific Corporation in Por-
tland, Oregon.

With a scale model fashioned in his
King Township studio, von Svoboda had
won a competition over Henry Moore
and two other scluptors, for a contract
in seven figures, the largest com-
mission in modern times.

But he still had to find a block of
marble large enough to do five larger-
than-life human figures in ‘‘The Quest”
and that required an exhaustive search.
(Michaelangelo avoided this by finding
his block first and then deciding what to
do with it.)

Once the block was found and
quarried, and moved it would take a
team of skilled craftsmen, each with his
own language and belief, two years to
complete. “‘If there was one mistake,
one flaw in the marble, my sculpture
would have been nothing.”

In the midst of the work near Athens,
the Greek political situation worsened.

Henderson had
retreat place

KING CITY — Douglas Campbell
Henderson, 63, whose King City
property served in part as a retreat for
the public for the past five years, died
last week of a blood clot after a cancer
operation.

Mr, Henderson was assistant con-
troller of operational services of the
Etobicoke board of education, and was
with them for 25 years.

He and his wife lived on a 240-acre
farm, and at one time stayed in a log
cabin on the property, milking cows
and growing vegetables.

They later built a modern house on
the land and allowed people, singly or in
groups, to live in the cabin for short
periods.

The idea was to provide a retreat in
which people could help fulfill them-
selves, as well as contribute to the
betterment of mankind.

A native of Oshawa, he studied
forestry at university, served with the
Royal Canadian Navy in World War 11,
and was a salesman with York Knitting
Co.

For many years he helped set policies
for all Canada while with the national
committee of the YMCA.

Mr. Henderson leaves his wife,
Dorothy; a daughter, Georgia Parsons;
and two sons, Gordon and Alan.
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World reknowned artist calls King home

Fearing he could not carry on, von
Svoboda rented a freighter and moved
the statue across the Adriatic.

There was more trouble when it
reached the United States by ship. The

sculptor checked the crane and found °

the cables were not strong enough.

Before they were strengthened, the
docks were shut down by a
longshoreman’s strike. Two helicopters
couldn't lift the statue.

Finally through negotiations, using
lawyers, von Svoboda got special
permission to take the statue off the
ship.

Von Svoboda’s other ma jor works
include ‘‘perpetuity’’ for Georgia-
Pacific, made from the circumference
of a giant redwood tree and bronze, and
the British Columbia Eentenmdi
fountain, depicting the province’s
ragged coast with granite, black
marble and mosaic. .

Von Svoboda is one of the few artists
acknowledged to be able to use mosaic
on a large scale, and is acknowledged
worldwide as a designer of churches,
including the interior and art work of
the Sacred Heart Church in King city.

“There is a story in every work,’’ said
von Svoboda. There was the man who
came straight to his door from the
airport and asked von Svoboda in very
broken English to do a job for him. He
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turned out to be a priest from the WSS

Barbadoes asking him to build and
design a church. The artist flew to the
Barbadoes and took on the work.

There was the executive who flew
him to San Francisco in a private jet to
discuss the design for a $3.5 million
house. Von Svoboda came back weeks
later with the design.

The executive said the design was
what he wanted and left Von Svobada to
do the rest. ‘I am not an architect. 1
hire an architect.”

To do all this, von Svoboda has had to
become more than an artist. He is the
of a corporation, Svoboda
International Designs Litd.

His designs are conceived in his
studio here. They are shaped into
reality in Florence where up to 30
craftsmen may be working at one time.
He always finishes his art work him-
self.

He looks like a businessman.

Clean-shaven, with his hair
respectably short, wearing gold rim-
med glasses, any banker would be
proud of von Svoboda. Dealing with the
people he does, he said, you can’t dress
like a hippy.

At a press conference last week,
except for the mandatory artist's
cravat, he dressed like any King
executive would on his way to the
country club.

His life was not always so easy. Born
in Vienna in 1930, his family was wiped
out financially in wartime upheavals.

He was left with nothing to inherit but
the title. *I was a refugee, a DP, he
said, dredging up a term most people
have forgotten.

With his studies in art schools in
Vienna, Paris and Rome behind him, he
emigrated to the promised land of
Canada in 1950 and found it was
anything but.

““I took odd jobs, collected garbage."”

He said once he went three weeks
without a meal. He finally got 75 cents
and went into the local greasy spoon (it
was in the Ronscevalles-Queen area of
Toronto. )

He ordered the most filling thing on
the menu, for 75 cents, spaghetti.
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PU BLIC MEETING

A public meeting will be held at 8:00 p.m. on

Wednesday April 27th, 1977 in
16th Avenue Public School

To hear a presentation and to submit comments on the Southeast
Industrial Study which encompasses lands between Bayview Avenue
| the future Highway 404 and between Highway 7 and 16th Avenue.

all

Councillor M. Graham
Chairman
Planning Commitiee

wW.J. Power
Director of Planning

16th Avenue
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Alex von

World famous sculptor and
designer Alex von Svoboda also
paints. He is sharing *Suzy
Wong'* and about 40 other water

He realized too late he covered it with
hot pepper seeds. It tasted terrible but
he ate the whole thing, tears streaming
down his face.

For 10 years, von Svoboda would
work until 3 a.m. and get up at 6 a.m.
Artists can't just work when the spirit
moves them, any more than heart
surgeons can, he said.

An artist is a craftsman first and first
he must learn the craft and work at it.

All von Svoboda’s work is com-
missioned except for the paintings he
has done of his impressions of people
and places around the world, a Chinese
girl, a Hawaaian beach, an Arizona
desert.

He found it amusing, he had to admit,
when the girl from the local art gallery
at Snowball Corners called him. She
had heard he did some paintings too,
and was wondering if he would like to
show them in her gallery. Would he

Svoboda

colors of people and places
around the world with his neigh-
bors in a show at the York Fine
Art Gallery opening Thursday.

drop in for a visit?

He might.

She was persistent and the meeting
was arranged for three days later. She
finally sold him on the idea of sharing
his art with his neighbors in his beloved
King Township.

The show at Mary Gilbert's York
Fine Art Gallery, featuring 40 of von
Svoboda's paintings opens Thursday.

Von Svoboda could choose to raise his
family anywhere, but he has been living
near Schomberg for 16 yvears, where he
is a director of the local fair, and the
historical society, and his four children
attend local schools.

Somehow he has had time to develop
a hobby, raising quarter horses and he
has been a judge at the leading in-
ternational quarter horse show.

But what he likes about King is the
“hominess. To my neighbors, I am just
Alex."”
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WHERE ARE YOU GOING?
WHAT DOES chsnAmw MEAN TO YOU?

WOMEN ALIVE
| CONFERENCE

For Registration call

he Col own of Richmond Hill has declared
that L"' \ -H_11 SAVING TIME shall be observed In
Richmond Hill commencing at 2:00 o'clock a.m. on
Sunday, April 24, 1977
Residents are requested to move their clocks ahead
one hour at that ime
H. David Schiller
Mayor

WHO ARE YOU?

Come and Search!

WEEKEND

me: “If you love me, obey me"’
{John 14:15)

IVERSITY OF WATERLOO
MAY 13,1415

889-2872 (after 4 p.m.)

WANT TO CRUSH
e

SMOKING HABIT?

far easier than you

thought! possible?

PRESENTING . . .

dua e popular inferest

THE 5-DAY PLAN
TO STOP SMOKING

April 25 to 29

7:30 P.M.
RICHVALE
Community Centre
(Carrville Room)

Avenue Road
and

COME TOGETHER
AT THE

TRIO

STEAK HOUSE
AND TAVERN

Where the people are friendly
...the atmosphere comfortable |
and relaxed.

‘TRY OUR SEAFOOD MENU’

and
Enjoy the sounds of entertainer
PAUL McNIECE AT THE ORGAN
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY EVENINGS.

99 Yonge St. S., Aurora
127-4073

CHARGEX, DINER'S CLUB
AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTER CHARGE
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

Consumers’
GAS BUILDING

(Blue Flame Room)
500 Elgin Mills Rd. E.
RICHMOND HILL

ATTIC INSULATION

START SAVII\IG NI]W WITH OUR LOWER SPRING

PRICES AND OUR OWN FINANCING PLAN
“No extra charge - No interest financing”

UPPER CANADA
INSULATION LIMITED

Now offers our own “No Fuss'’ financing to suit
your needs - up to 10 months equal billing available
to homeowners — this is a “Limited Time" offer
on our efficient blown insulation method.

For free
tickets or
Information

.o
lL‘l""“

PHONE 884-3148
384-0451

A NEW CONCEPT IN
HORSE FENCES

Don’t Delay - Call Now - 884-0385

SHOP'N SAVE AT

TNDESTRUCTIBLE INEXPENSIVE
CALL US FOR INFORMATION

ALPHA xvioxn FENCING

Call collect 6751220 unit7 REXDALE

48 OZ.
TIN

32 OZ. 8 ¢ -
JAR

A
- \ APPLE JUICE

IGA
SALAD DRESSIN

Doing it yourself?
Do it with the

IGA GREEN OR
14 0Z.

WAX BEANS ' 3
e E)(perts
CHICKEN, LIVER OR BEEF E
PEP DOG FOOD v WD
3= AUTO SUPPLIESLTD
DECAFFEINATED BOROVOY PLAZA

9185 YONGE STREET, THORNHILL
TRY US FOR YOUR AUTO NEEDS.

* BELTS AND HOSES

* |[GNITION AND PLUGS

* WIX AND FRAM FILTERS
* SHOCKS AND FRONT

BRIM COFFEE

20Z. JAR 98¢)

)

+ BRAKE CYLINDERS AND

HOSES
« WATER AND FUEL PUMPS

CLUTCHES
DELMUHTE END PARTS : BULBS AND LIGHTS
14 OZ. + MUFFLERS AND PIPES * TIMING CHAINS

+ BRAKE SHOES & PADS * MOTOR PARTS

« AUTOMOTIVE MACHINE SHOP SERVICE

STEWED TOMATO

AVAILABLE ONL

ALLENCOURT

Bayview & Markham Rd., Richmond Hill

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LiMrT QUANTITIES

WE HAVE OVER 150 YEARS EXPERIENCE TO HELP YOU
OPEN DAILY MON. TO FRI. 8 a.m. TO 6:30 p.m. SAT. 8 a.m.-1p.m.

For Further Information Call: 889-9231-5




