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Candidates queried at Ward 3 meeting

By Marion Hohener

RICHMOND HILL Ward 3
Ratepayers sponsored the first all-
candidates night last week at Walter
Scott School and kicked off the election
campaigning before an audience of
about 100.

Three of the five nominees for school
trustees were known to the public. Bob
Houghton is at present on the board and

'spoke in favor of experienced trustees,
though Cathy McDiarmid who has tried
for the board before felt that experience
wasn't everything.

“We've had an experienced board for
the last two years, 'she said; *'what are
the results?”

Eric Baker has an extensive business
and administrative background and
spoke of the importance of working
together with administration, He
recognized how much money was being
spent on education taxes and said one of
his first priorities was Keeping the
education taxes down.

Bob Monroe also mentioned the

importance of both trustees and ad-
ministration working together and he

allround, between home and school,
parent and teachers, trustees and the
public.

[lga Irbe made her maiden speech at
the meeting. She said she is interested
in all facets of education, though she
has no children of her own.

Ward 3 Candidates for Councillor
spoke. Ray Gemmill wanted more
industry in the town and more
development, He said that in his own
construction work he has to travel
outside Richmond Hill and that he
would rather work in the town.

Councillor John Birchall reminded

the public that there are plans for in-
dustry, but these are controlled plans,
while Gemmill after being questioned
suggested Church Street be opened up,
with a possibility of mobile homes in the
town.

Gemmill said Richmond Hill could
not and should not remain a small town
and that people wanting such a place to
live should move elsewhere.

There are two regional councillors to
be elected and the voters must choose
between Lois Hancey, Eric George and
Lou Wainwright.

Mrs. Hancey and Wainwright both

have extensive knowledge of the town
and region and have served on various
committees.

George told of his interest in local
government and all three candidates
agreed that regional government was a
great idea in principle, though it did not
always appear to work well.

The sparks began to fly when
mayorality candidate Gordon Rowe
attacked Mayor Dave Schiller's tax
increases with sheets of statistics going
back five years. Schiller pointed out
that this present council (in operation
for only two of those five years) had

been left with bills from the previous
council, of which Rowe was a member,

When asked by a member of the
audience why he had not attended any
of the 60 public meetings for local input,
Rowe said people could always phone
him if they had any questions.

Howe favoured more industry and
development in Richmond Hill, Schiller
also recognized a need to encourage
industry but wants to ensure that this is
well planned and does not detract from

reeping Richmond Hill a pleasant place
to live,

spoke of improving communications
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