Lillian McConaghy
nee (Langstaff)

Education in Richmond Hill had its beginnings with
James Miles in his Sunday School opened in 1811.

His great-niece Mrs. Lillian McConaghy also made
a great contribution aver a permd of more than 40
years to the education of the village's young people

In the late 1950s the burgeoning population of
Richmond Hill necessitated the building of additional
elementary schools.

The public school on Yonge Street in which Mrs.
McConaghy taught for more than a quarter of a
century was renamed the M.L. McConaghy School in
recognition of those years of service.

Born in 1866

Born at 8 a.m. July 26, 1866, to Dr. and Mrs. James
Langstaff in their Yonge Street home, the little
daughter was named Mary Lillian.

She attended Miss Christina Campbell’'s private
school, called a Seminary for Young Ladies for a
couple of years until it closed in 1875,

She then attended Mrs. O'Brien's private school
located on Richmond Street (called Law's Lane at the
time) for a year.

She was 10 years old when she transferred to the
Richmond Hill Public School.

This school had three teachers at that time.

Early high school

The high school, a red brick building, was also
located on the Yonge Street site, in front of and to the
north of the public school.

It had two rooms, a principal and an assistant.

The public school principal received an annual
salary of about $450, according to Mrs. McConaghy in
The Liberal of July 26, 1956, and the high school
assistant the same.

The high school principal was paid a slightly
higher amount and the public school asssistants a
lower sum.

Child prodigy

High school entrance examinations were written
twice a year then. Mrs. McConaghy passed these in
December 1879 (at the age of 11'2).

But since there was no room for her in the high
school she had to wait until September 1880 before
starting her secondary school studies.

She received her third class certificate in 1884 and
then attended Brampton Model School where she
earned a teacher's certificate good for four years.

She then attended Brampton High School, receiving
her second class certificate and was required to teach
three years before attending normal school.
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Income Tax Course
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prepare income tax returns in a special 13 week
. Courses cover current tax laws

. Enrolment open to all ages

. No previous training or experience

. Full or part time employment with us, available to
qualified graduates

. Morning, afterncon & evening courses will be held at
Richmond Hill, Agincourt & Willowdale
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For Fresh Veal

Log school

Her first job was at Monck, near Arthur, in a log
school-house with rough desks made by the men of
the community.

It was heated by a large box stove.

Mail came only twice a week. The farmers used
oxen and raised sheep.

Thus mutton was a staple of the diet.

The tallow was used to make a plentiful supply of
candles. The wool was spun into cloth.

Vellore job

Lillian transferred to the Vellore school at
Christmas time.

She then went to normal school, securing her
permanent second class teacher's certificate.

Other schools in which she taught were located in
Goderich and Parkdale (Toronto).

During her time at the latter school she married
Dr. Francis McConaghy, a second year medical
student.

In 1893 the young couple went to Midland, a
boisterous, brawling town filled with hunters and
Indians.
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RUMP ROAST SHUULDER ROAST
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eal Rib Chops.. . 1.39
| Loin Chops...  .1.79
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BANANAS

Husband died

Here the young doctor died.

In 1900 Mrs. McConaghy and her five children
returned to Richmond Hill.

They took up residence on Centre Street  West.

She began to teach Grade 1 in the Richmond Hill
Public School in 1906 and retired in 1940.

Wartime shortage

But the shortage of teachers caused by World War
II resulted in her return to duty.

She taught until 1946 when she retired for the
second time, having taught three generations of
some families.

Mary Lillian McConaghy passed to her eternal rest
Dec. 22, 1969, at the age of 1021% years.

She retained her faculties and a clear memory
almost until the end of her long and useful life.
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EXPLORE English; wandering
the center is a stone-

AUSTHALIA age peuplei

Last of the conti- It is important to FrOm
nents to be “Civi- visit at least the in- The
lized,” Australia is terior - not to cling to T
still a frontier. There the coast as do the
are places where it cities. View and : roplcs
does not rain for 10 photograph the %
years at a stretch, animals; brilliantly |

where temperature
regularly reaches 120
degrees, yet men live
- as farmers, miners,
nomad hunters.
Other places have
dense jungle, rolling
downs, wunexplored
mountains, crowded
beaches and sky-
scraper cities,

colored parakeets
and cockatoos; egg-
laying mammals;
flightless, laughing
and mimicking birds;
cuddly koalas and
kangaroos. Relax on
long white beaches
with more space
around you than
you've ever known,
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N Green Peppers

Ont. Can. No. 1 Sweet

Zuchini Squash

To the American,
Melbourne will seem
very English: the
Englishman thinks
Sydney is American.
Hacking sugar cane
in the North are
whole towns of
Italians who speak

Ontario Grown. . ..

SODA
CRACKERS

Busy Baker Salted or Unsalted

WADDELL'S WORLD
OF TRAVEL, LTD.,
10084 Yonge St. Rich-
mond Hill. Phone: 884-
9271 — 889-2882. Let "'?
show you the world!
See you next week,

NESCAFE
COFFEE

Instant 10 oz. Jar. (283 g.)
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FALLS TOP
SWEATERS, SLACKS

= JACK FRASER

HILLCREST MALL, RICHMOND HILL
884- 0933

1 Pkg

Ea.

J.49

BATHROOM
TISSUE

Facelle Royale Asst. 200-2 ply.
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TOMATO
SOUP

Aylmer Condensed 10 0z. Tin

.

Plus

Lucerne 2% Milk ;...

Manor House Frozen Beef, Chicken, Turkey 3 : 1- Partly Skimmed 3 Qt. Jug or Pouch Pak . Ea. 1 B 1 9

White Sugar ~79¢  Sliced Bread 29¢

Redpath Fine Granulated2Kg.Bag....... Ovenjoy 24 0z. Loaf .........
Prices Effective Sept. 8-11. Sales In Retail Quantity Only.
7171 Yonge St. & Doncaster
IN THE GEM CENTRE

THORNHILL
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Meat Pies

Yonge St. & Trayborn
RICHMOND HILL

side gate buckle — $32.50 or self-belted tox-
- #

tlunzea fortrel polyester slacks — $24.95
owedlers nch in fall colours sized S. M. L. XL,

DIdCKS plamn i navy, brown, grey, camel,

gQrean sized : I5--‘| 3.:.
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