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Gardening

Hanging baskets for
patio or balcony

to Increase moisture
retention around the roots.

Apartment dwellers and other
homeowners who find growing space
for gardening restricted may find
hanging baskets solve the problem.
Few crops — flowering or vegetable —
won't do well in hanging baskets, says
ministry of agriculture and food hor-
ticulturist J.K. Hughes.

‘‘Regardless of what is planted in the
hanging baskets, it's important lo
remember that the crop is growing in a
restricted area. So these plants will
require considerably more water and
fertilizer than if they were growing in
the ground,’’ he says.

Water is possibly the single most
important requirement of a hanging
basket, and the soil should be checked
regularly. Products are available on

the market

Mr. Hughes says a new product,
Viterra, acts as a sponge, absorbing a
large quantity of water and effectively
reducing the frequency of watering.

If necessary, fertilizer can be
carefully incorporated into the basket,
but it must be done in such a way that
the roots of growing plants are not
disturbed. Most slow-release fertilizers
will provide sufficient nutrients for the
whole season.

Insects can be as much nuisance in
hanging baskets as in garden beds. If
ireatment for insects is needed, gar-
deners should apply one of the
recommended materials available at
garden supply centers,

Garden babysitter

Mulching could be the answer to
many gardening problems. It will cut
down on the need for laborious
weedings and cultivations and will act
as a babysitter while you are on your
summer vacation.

“One of the main reasons gardens
lose their early summer beauty is lack
of water, and vacation time is the ob-
vious period when your garden will be
most neglected,'’ says Ontario ministry
of agriculture and food horticulturist,
J.K. Hughes.

This places a strain on the plants and
results in weaker, poorer growth,

By beginning vour garden mulching
in the spring, the plants will be better
able to withstand the intense heat of
summer. Mulching involves the
spreading of organic or inorganic
material around the base of plants.

The depth of the mulch depends upon

the type of material used. Black plastic
sheeting may be between half to one
millimetre thick, while grass clippings

may be an inch or more.

Mulches reduce topsoil moisture loss,
prevent surface crusting of the soil, and
cut down on soil temperature fluc-
tuations, By covering the soil un-
derneath the plants and excluding light
from the soil surface, weed growth can
be retarded if not completely sup-
pressed,

Mulching also prevents erosion or the
washing away of good topsoil. In ad-
dition, as the organic mulches

decompose, they add valuable humus to

the soil

Black plastic stretched over the soil
between the rows can hasten plant
maturity and hold in soil moisture, but
il should be removed at the end of the
Erowing season.

Hollyhock rust time

If your hollvhocks are becoming
unsightly before their bloom is finished,
with the leaves turning yellow and
dropping off, they could be infected
with hollyhock rust.

Professor C.B. Kelly with the en-
vironmental biology department,
Ontario Agricultural College says: "A
severe attack of hollyhock rust may
result in stunting, unthrifty growth, a
delay in blooming, and fewer flowers.”

Hollyhocks are perennials that grow
up to 10 feet high in good fertile soil.
They have large crinkled leaves and a
spike of single or double flowers in
many colors, from pure white to deep
scarlet.

Healthy. well-grown plants start to

flower in July and will continue to
bloom for a long time after.
The best time to catch hollyhock rust
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IS in the spring. Examine the new
growth at the base of the plant. If the
foliage is infected, there will be small
vellow spots on the upper surface of the
leaves and numerous orange-to red-
dish-brown or gray rust pustules on the
lower surface, beneath the yellow
spots,

Frofessor Kelly advises gardeners to
“spray or dusttwo or three times with a
home garden product recommended for
flowers that contain zineb or man-
cozeb fungicides, to prevent further
spread of the disease.

Once the blooms are finished, cut off
the hollyhock tops, gather the fallen
leaves and burn or bury them."

All new plants should be started as
far away as possible from older
hollyhocks, he says, Spraying or
dusting the foliage will protect them
from rust.
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EVERLAST ANTI-RUST |

Your new car or truck — OR,

He'l Getoha...

Because we specialize in Rust Inhibiting, we know where all the unprotected critical
areas of your vehicle may be. Specially designed fogging and spraying equipment is used

to coat these hard to get at places, Interior door panels are removed to ensure complete
coverage. E

We use one of the best products available. Our product does not run or drip in hot
weather and there is no offensive odor,

Carefully trained and supervised staff ensure that your vehicle is properly protected
against rust. We guarantee this in writing with a “five year transferrable no cost repair
guarantee’’.

Ask your local new car dealer for EVERLAST ANTI-RUST protection, or call us direct
for more information.

EVERLAST ANTI-RUST

Holgard Industries Limited
165 CENTRE STREET EAST
RICHMOND HILL, ONTARIO

884-0700
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¥ Introducing

bloom ’n "things

— HYDROCULTURE LUWASA
THE GROWING OF PLANTS WITHOUT EARTH
— HANGING BASKETS

— BEAUTIFUL POTS AND RELATED GIFTS
— CUT FLOWERS

— INDOOR GARDEN SUPPLIES

DELIVERY SERVICE

— WE FEEL WE ARE UNIQUE!

— COME IN AND MEET
BOB SLOANE, MARNI WIST OR GARY WIST

INQUIRIES ON PLANT PARTIES WELCOME

bloom 'n’things
8183 Yonge Street
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Thornhill, Ontario

881-5704
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Baker's Sales & Service

Sure would like to have you drop in and
meet my Salesmen. Conn Swainson,
Tony Cassar, Bob Armstrong, Don
Snelgrove and have a test drive in our
new Pacer, Hornet, Gremlin or Matador
Priced to fit your pocketbook.

Vehicles all backed by the exclusive
AMC Buyer Protection Plan.

P8 BAKER'S _SALES&SERVICE

(1968) LIMITED

9144 YONGE ST.
(THORNHILL)

889-1189 or 223-8066 -




