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ardening Hed

Know your soll

challenges to gardeners
For example, if heavy

Soils are as different as
people, says Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture
and Food horticulturist
R.F. Gomme. Some are
easy to get along with and

come are difficult, but
with a little extra effort,
even the difficult ones

become less of a problem.
Adequate drainage and

organic matter are
necessary for an ideal
garden soil mixture. Good
soil structure promotes
active growth, retains
moisture  well and
provides sufficient
nutrients for the plants

He says the two ex-
tremes, heavy and light
soils, present some

Schedule regular
care for roses

From the time the leaves begin to appear on roses,
home gardeners should start a regular spraying or
dusting program. R.A. Fleming, a horticultural
specialist with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture
and Food, says that such a program is the only way to
combat black spot and powdery mildew, two of the
most common rose fungus diseases. |

“‘Preparations are available through garden supply
centers that will give a good deal of protection if
applied according to the manufacturer’s directions.

Proper use of rose sprays or dusting mixtures that
contain fungicides during May and June is par-
ticularly important to prevent black spot infection,

he says.

He recommends captan or Benlate as excellent
fungicides, either alone or in rose sprays or dusts.
Dusting or spraying should be done either in the early
morning or in the evening, when the air 1s quiet,

Best results are obtained if a protective film of
spray or dust is present on the foliage when it 15 moist
from rain or dew, since damp conditions increase the
likelihood of black spot infection. |

In addition to their fungus-controlling properties,
many rose sprays and dusts also contain an in-

secticide to control

rose chafers and aphids.

Malathion, which has proven effective in cnn;rnlling
these pests, is often found in these formulations.

Coming up roses

Gardeners who are fond
of the delicate ap-
pearance of roses often
choose several types for
displays in their flower

beds. .

Because rose (types
vary in their shape,
habits and growth, they
must be pruned dif-
ferently, says hor-

ticulturist R.F. Gomme,
of the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture and Food.
‘““Most types can be
pruned just before spring

Keep mall
order plants
Iin good shape

If you've been an-
ticipating plant material
ordered through one of
the mail order seed
houses, take heart;
they'll be arriving soon,
says Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture and Food
horticulturist, D.B.
McNeill.

“The plants are usually
well-packed and, barring
any unusual delays, they
should arrive in good
condition,”” he says.

“If by chance the plants
do arrive in a dry con-
dition, remove them from
the package and plunge
them into a tub or pail of
room-temperature water
for approximately 24
hours. Then plant them
immediately."

Occasionally, it is not
convenient to plant im-
mediately on arrival of
the material, the hor-
ticulturist says. If this is
the case, he suggests that
gardeners simply bury
the plants in the garden
until the permanent
location is ready.

The main idea is to keep
the roots cool and moist
until planting time, which
ideally is as soon as they
arrive,
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growth starts

“Proper pruning at the
proper time encourages
more growth and has a
beneficial effect on the
guality and quantity of
blooms in the upcoming
season,”” he says.

Each rose plant should
be considered in-
dividually and pruned
according to its growth
habits. Severe pruning for
some lypes can weaken
plants and shorten their
lives,

The hvbrid teas and
floribundas can be pruned
back to within eight in-
ches of the soil, but canes
of the grandifloras should
be left slightly longer.
Shrub roses need little

pruning, except (o
remove weak or dead
growth.

The climbing types of
roses vary greatly ac-
cording to the variety and
should be pruned ac-
cordingly. ‘Since they
usually flower on the
previous season’s growth,
they are pruned in early
autumn.

Gomme states that
gardeners can prune out

old canes of climbing

roses in the spring,
leaving about four
healthy canes per plant.

Regardless of the type
of rose, he indicates that
it is important to use
sharp pruning shears to

avoid damage to the
stems.
He also recommends

that gardeners wait until
all danger of frost 1s over
before removing mulches
from rose beds.
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BOLENS MULCHING MOWERS

*No bagging, no raking,
oEither 18 or 22"’ cutting widths available
*Front wheel drive on self propelled

*Click-lock height adjusters for precise
cutting heights from %" to 2%"
s All wheels are axle mounted for extra

*Folding handles for extra strength
«\Washout port on mower housing for

sExclusive mulching design cuts and
recuts the grass into a fine mulch that
disasppears into your lawn

clay land is cultivated
when it's wet, it puddles
and dries out later into
hard lumps. Heavy soils
are easier to work with
and more useful for plant
growth when plenty of
peat moss, coarse sand
and manure are added to
them.

In a light soil, clay
loam, manure and peat
should be added to bind it
together. Otherwise it will

dry out fast, causing
plants to die.
Gomme recommends

surplus vegetable lef-
tovers, grass clippings or
plant residues be dug into
the soil.

Hedges can be
useful tools 1n
landscaping.

They're used as
dividers in garden areas,
as screens from view and
noise of busy roads, to
prevent trespassing and
provide privacy and lo
provide backgrounds for
flower borders.

Decide on the purpose
of the hedge, whether-it's
to be formal or informal,
and the type of species to
he used before you start,
says Ontario ministry of
agriculture and food
horticulturist R.F
(romme

“In selecting a hedge, a
gardener must decide on
how much maintenance 1l
will receive. If it is to be a
formal hedge, it may
require trimming an-
nually, or depending on
the species chosen, even
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Pruning
up your

Hedges can be beautiful
— especially when
they're thick and green
right to the ground as the

result of regular trim-
ming.

Two of the most
common hedge plants,
privet and yew, make

excellent hedges because
they can be renewed very
easily, says R. A.
Fleming, a horticulturist
with the Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture and Food.

“Privet hedges can be
trimmed back severely in
late winter or early
spring, and within one
season they will return to
a sleek, trimmed con-
dition. The yvew is one of
the few evergreens that
will also withstand severe

shapes
hedge

pruning and recover
easily,"" he states.

Hejuvenating a privet
hedge is a drastic
procedure,

Hedge plants should be
cut hard back to 12 to 15
inches from the ground in
the spring before growth
starts.

Side branches_of the
plants should also be cut
back proportionately at
this time.

The horticulturist says
that new growth will soon
appear, producing a
thicker, vigorous and
more manageable hedge.

Proper watering and
fertilization may also
help the development of
new growth.
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more frequently

““Hedges allowed to
grow in a more or less
natural manner, with
some removal or shor-
tening of branches to
prevent straggly growth,
are informal in ap-
pearance and in upkeep,”
savs Gomme.

In selecting a hedge for
the garden, remember
spacing will have an
effect on the final growth
of the plants.

The higher you want the
hedge to grow, the further
apart each plant must be
spaced.

For hedges of four to
five feel, an 18-inch

spacing is ideal.

ALL KINDS

FOR SALE

889-1374

Time for Spring Planting
.. .Is here again

GERANIUMS

OF BOX PLANTS

Hanging Baskets
JOHN RIDDER

The steps for planting
are simple. Use a line as a
guide in digging . a
straight trench, about one
and one-half feet deep and

one and one-half feet
wide.

While digging, try to
keep the topsoil and
subsoil separate 1t
drainage 1s poor, mix

coarse sand in the bottom
of the trench.

Plant your hedge in a
single straight line, using
a stick cut to size to
measure uniform
spacing.

Mix peat moss and
compost into the topsoil
and firm it around the
roots, then water the
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plants throughly when
yvou're finished.

A newly planted hedge
will require pruning from
the start to remain thick
and bushy from the
ground level.

Deciduous shrubs such
as privet and alpine
currant must be cut back
to within six inches of the
base.

DROP IN
AND HAVE
A LOOK
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RICHMOND HEIGHTS CENTRE

Richmond Hill 884-4401

HOURS: MON., TUES., WED., SAT., 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.




