Letters

Alarmed by school board

Dear editor:

I have submitted the
following to Trustee Joy
Horton for presentation to
the York County Board of
Education:

The oath we take in our
courts is to tell *. . . the
truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth.’

These few simple words
express the earnest spirit
and hope of truly civilised
man: express the very
heart and intent of the
democratic process;
and surely the intent of
any meaningful
educational process.

If, for example, in our
considerations, we
examined but one side of
a coin, or of persons but
the outside appearance,
we would lack the full
knowledge required to
determine the whole truth
about them,

[ am aware (of course)
that the world is nol a big
Boy Scouts’ camp, that
even rural little Aurora 1s
not a Girl Guides' tea
partly.

Nevertheless, I find it a
matter for alarm — and
more than alarm, for
investigation, for change
— that the minutes of the

meelings (secret or
otherwise) of the York
County Board of
Education and its

trustees are prepared and
published as they now
are,

As 1 understand, the
executive assistant to
Director Sam Chapman
takes shorthand notes of
the board meetings, and
also operates a tape
recorder.

Over the next few days
she then drafts these
records and presents
them to Mr. Chapman. He
edits them, copies are
made, and mailed to the
trustees,

I wunderstand also
copies of the minutes of
open meelings are
available to the public on
request,

Questions of error, or
omission, may be raised
at the next meeting of the
bhoard two weeks later.

The decision, then, of
what shall be in the
record and what shall not,
is entirely at the
discretion of one person.

And I understand there
are many omissions from
the recorded minutes. In
other words, they are not
the whole truth.

Perhaps the result is
analogous to the effect of
much modern = food
processing, which
presents us with bright
little packages from the
contents of which much of
the fundamental nourish-

ment, flavor, and
goodness has  been
removed.

It seems to me the

whole editing procedure
1s most undesirable.
Quite apart from the
possibility of accidental
error or omission, any
person, no matter how
well-intentioned, has self
interest, individual in-
terest, correlative to his
or her position, power,
and professional intent.
As one might quote,
from /innumerable
examples, it is so easy to
change the whole com-
plexion of any report by
omissions alone.
The same may be said
of the use — and misuse
- of punctuation, where,
by the omission or ad-
dition of just one comma,
for instance, the opposite
of what was intended can
appear to have been said.
For further example I
refer yvou to the question
of the board executive
salaries discussed last
October, over which there
appears (o be con-
siderable doubt and
disagreement.

The availability of full
and complete minutes
available to all, including
the press, and the public
who will be required to
pay — would clarify the
whole matter.

Where are they? In this
incident alone, neither
Mr. Chapman nor any of
his executive assistants
could be consjdered as
suitable and impartial
editors of the pertinent
minutes,

As to the right of
trustees to raise questions
of error or omission from
the minutes at subsequent
meetings, this sounds
fairer than it is.

With the lapse of time,
the inevitable lapses of
memory; with the ever-
present pressures of the

meeling of the moment:

with the procedural
devices and rules, the
attitude — perhaps im-
patience — of the

chairman, it is easy to see
that the average trustee
might throw up his hands,
park his tongue, put his

trust iIn God and Mr.
Chapman,
News, minutes of

meetings, in fact almost
any written matter, may
easily be edited to
become an instrument of
manipulation; easily
slanted to produce a
desirable, or hoped for,
public reaction
sometimes approval,
sometimes somnolence.

In reference to the
board's handling of the
news, I saw when reading

Misunderstanding

on Maple petition

Dear Editor:

Last week, a letter written by Steven Ball of
Maple with regard to the Family Leisure Centre,
contained a paragraph relating to the signing of a
petition by school children.

Mr. Ball was using information given to him by
myself regarding a petition circulated by other
children, not teachers, at one of the Maple schools.

Mr. Ball used this information and I understand
hasreceived a few embarrassing calls as a result of

this letter.

I would hasten to point out however,

petition was circulated at

that a
a school in Maple and I

am sure school officials and parents alike, would

certainly have moved to

curtail such action had

they known a petition was being circulated.

I know there was no intent to misrepresent any
facts in this regard. Thank you for the opportunity
to correct any misunderstanding.

W. DAVID TRUMAN,
7241 Jane St. N.,
Concord, Ont.

Thanks for cartoon

Dear Editor:

Congratulations on this week's cartoon on your

Editorial page.

It's a poignant expression of the rights of the

unborn.

Thank you and the cartoonist.

Hopefully some

people will receive the gift of life through this

cartoon.

(MRS.) CATHERINE ZIMMERMAN,
Box 538,
Oak Ridges, Ont.

its otticial news release of
Feb. 26 that it had omitted
a great deal of what was
said at the meeling
reported.

It was propaganda,
slanted to persuade the
public how both harmful
and more or less im-
possible it would be to cut
the education budget.

It was designed to
support the various and
inexcusable  prevarica-
tions of the board, which
so far, and only under
considerable  pressure,
has come up with budget
cuts which are in-
significant — more like
gentle sandpapering.

The York board’s
function, 1 take it, is to
shape and direct the
educational process in
Ontario — and thus the
young lives and
characters in 1ts care,

It thus bears a great
responsibility, apart from
the monetary one. =

There is the respon-
sibility to devise courses
of study which are full
and impartial, so that
true knowledge, without
assumption or bias of any

kind, may be achieved,
There  should be
provision of an en-

vironment for learning —
by good example, choice
of subjects and their
comprehensive treatment
— which encourages the
student to believe in, to
support the open,
democratic system in
which we profess to live.

This open, democratic
system is what we boast
of in comparing ourselves
with countries under
Communism, under
dictatorship.

I submit to you any
student who considers the
manner in which the
board now conducts its
business — with its often
secret sessions, its
method of recording their
substance — can hardly
have confidence, cannot
in these his most im-
pressionable years, have
confidence in 1t, its In-
tegrity, and thus in our
society.

For the manner,
essence, s un-
democratic; and the
record, the minutes, are
often incomplete, and
therefore false.

There are other ways of
keeping the record.

In
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Have your ears pierced at Searsby a
trained “Medox” professional. The
“Medox Ear Piercing Clinic” is a complete
service. A professionally trained techni-
cian will pierce your ears using the latest
pre-sterilized method. Included is a
beautiful pair of gold-plated stud
earrings made of surgical stainless steel
(they’re non-allergenic, inert and non-
toxic). Persons under 18 must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Please bring appropriate identification-
I a consent form must be signed and
witnessed in the store.

Clinic will be open:

Thursday, Mar. 25th 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Mar. 26th 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Hansard, I believe, is a
complete and true record
of parliamentary debate.

Regardless of the price
of paper, | feel it in the
best interest of the public,
of the hope for truth, for
true democracy, that a
complete record be made.
Big Brother has no place
here.

Failing the Hansard

method, alternating
committees minute
committees — of say

three trustees might be
made responsible for the
final text of the minutes.

If we assume the 20
trustees of the York
county board are elected:
to take an all-round view
of the educational process
in which is involved
consideration of its
direction and character,
all relative to the public
purse and the other
demands and con-
siderations which fall
upon it; if we assume the
20 are not elected merely
to further and ratify with
little question the
decisions and . ex-
penditures of the board’s
executive, then objection
must he made to the
present undemocratic
procedures of secrecy, of
slanting the news and the
minutes,

Two slight incidents in
this century, both in my
vivid and living ex-
perience, come to mind:
World War 1 and World
War 2.

Part of the heart of
these wars was the spirit
and professed intent, as
the popular saying went,
to ‘make the world safe
for democracy’'. In these
struggles, millions of men
of the West died.

The Canadian soldier
poet of World War 1, John
McRae, concluded his
world-famous poem ‘In
Flanders Field® thus:

‘If ye break faith with
us who die

‘We shall not sleep,
though poppies grow

‘In Flanders fields.’

I ask you: Are they
sleeping”?

I request that you bring
the considerations which
I have raised before the
York. County Board of
Education at an early
date.

SID BRITTON,
84 Hillview Rd.,
Aurora, Ont.

Mar. 27th 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m,

the XXI Olympiad

Simpsons-Sears Ltd.

Simpsons-Sears Ltd. Sears, Richmond Hill,
salutes the Games

Hillcrest Mall,
Carrville Road
and Yonge Street.
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Store hours:
Mon., Tues., Sat.,
9:30 a.m. t0 5:30 p.m.
Wed., Thurs., Fri.,
9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

EXTRA SAVINGS

5% CASH
BONUS COUPONS

ON ALL PARTS

Great value for your winter tune-up dollars!

SAVE 20%, 4 DAYS ONLY

THE LIBEHAL., Wednesday,

ENGINE ANALYSIS

INCLUDED!

March 24. 1976 — A-5

March 24, 25, 26, 27th

Here's what we do —

® [nstall and/or service spark plugs. ignition points, rotor, condenser, distributor cap; set
timing and dwell angle ® Check ignition coil output; clean or repldce air and gas filters ®
Adjust fan belt ® Clean battery cables ® Test generator/alternator, regulator and battery
Adjust carburetor ® Pressure test cooling system @ Clean or replace PCV valve Service
heat riser valve (if external) ® Test hi-tension cables ® Eliminate resistance in primary and
secondary circuits ® Dynamic cylinder balance test. Parts extra if required.

Make your appointment today. Use your Canadian Tire CREDIT CARD!

Reg. 19.50
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REMANUFACTURED

STARTERS

67 - 72 Full-Size Ford & Meteor, V8

Most 4 and
6-Cylinder

Reg. 26.00

NOW
20.

Most
B-Cylinder

Sure remedies for cold weather starting

INSTALL A SET AT YOUR NEXT TUNE-UP |

'Turho-Fire' Spark Plugs

Made in Canada by one of the world’s largest
producers. Meet or exceed warranty requirements

of all vehicle and engine manufacturers
in Canada and the U.S.A. For
most popular makes and models.

I‘Imstur—t*rpu Turbo-Fire Spark Plugs. Each
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Similar low ‘everyday’
prices on other popular
cars not listed here!

Most Ford, Dodge, Plymouths 64 - 74

REMANUFACTURED
ALTERNATOR REGULATORS

All Canadian Built Cars
Except Transistnrized Regulators

15

EXCHANGE

Most later models 69 - 72

TUNE-UP KITS

F.mmmmALTERNATORS

Most 64 - 68 Chev. & Pontiacs

24

WIRING SETS

em:hange

2895

exchange

exchange

DISTRIBUTOR CAPS

VOLKSWAGEN_Type 1 Beetle 6572 | 5.49 106.39 5.89 2.29 102.99
DATSUN- 810 11' B510. 1967-72 4.39 4.49* 3.95
19707 q il oo 7.95 4.49* 3.95
m‘rﬂ‘m 72 Corona. Coroll;
ica _j r--.i !u- Pickup 4.19 to 579 4'..49* 389 to 449
e, w10 3% | GRS g
a-::-«.w- 1963-1973 o 2.59 4.99 235
EEEI;HA?l:;rﬁ?TEHS PRODUCTS — | 334 7.79 10 8.69 299
6-Cylinder, 1963-73 | 2.59 4.99 1.95

AMERICAN MOTORS PRODUCTS —

b-L. Inger 1.“"-._'ﬂ

3.45

7.79 10 8.19
4.89

2.99
1.95

5.Cyinder 196873 2.59
EHHTSLEH PH[}DUEETS—

5 If linder 1966-72 with Chrysler

distributor 2.58 7.59 1 13.69 2.49

B-cyl. ‘6672 WiChrys, dis ibute 258 6.79 2.29
Semi-tailored wire set EXPERT INSTALLATION AVAILABLE (EXTRA) —MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!,

10288 Yonge St., Richmond Hill Phone 884-1136




