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Gruesome farm double murder in 1843

The murder of Thomas Kinnear and his
housekeeper Nancy Montgomery in 1843
created a furor in this area which is still
recalled from time to time.

Kinnear, a gentleman of considerable
means, lived in what was then the Township
of Vaughan, about half a mile north of Elgin
Mills Road.

It was reported in an article in The
Liberal of August 25, 1887, that his home
was of better construction than the common
run of farmhouses in those days and stood
about 20 rods from Yonge Street.

It was also said the gentleman farmer
lived a life of careless ease and self-
indulgence,

Besides the housekeeper, who dined with
the master and was supreme head of
domestic affairs, the household contained a
man servant, James McDermott, 20 years
old.

There was also a general household
servant, Grace Marks, who was only 16.

Both of the latter were Irish by birth and
had been in Canada only a few years.

Both resented the fact they were com-
pelled to take their meals in the kitchen and
perform the drudgery and menial tasks of
the establishment.

Hatred and jealousy

MecDermott became careless in doing his
work and, after repeated admonitions from
the housekeeper, received a fortnight's
notice to leave.

Grace was also to be discharged because
of impertinence towards the housekeeper.

This fanned their hatred and jealousy to
fever height.

They decided to kill both master and
housekeeper and to flee to the United States
with whatever plunder they could gather.

Kinnear rode into Toronto on horseback
to draw some bank dividends July 27, 1843,
and was to be gone overnight.

Grace persuaded the housekeeper to
share her bed and McDermott was to bash
her head in with the axe.

However, he found himself unable to
force himself to kill her.

Killed with axe

The next day Grace called him a coward

and goaded him into a second attempt. This

by

time he didn’t hesitate in putting the axe to
work.

According to McDermott's own
testimony, he then opened the trap door and
hurled the housekeeper into the cellar.

When Grace, who had been in the barn
milking, returned to the house, McDermott
insisted she accompany him into the cellar
where they discovered the housekeeper was
not yet dead.

In fact she was recovering her senses and
raised her clasped hands as if to implore
mercy.

McDermott took the kerchief from
Grace's neck and used it to garote the poor
woman and held her down with his knee
until he was certain that this time she was

dead.
Kinnear returned from Toronto driving a

light wagon the next day and was informed
his housekeeper had gone to Toronto by
stage.

After tea he was inveigled by MeDermott
into the harness-house or back kitchen, shot
through the heart and his body thrown into
the cellar.

The young murderers then packed all the
valuables they could find into the new
wagon, even going down to the cellar to
take the money from the dead man's
pockets. -

They left the farmhouse about 11 pm and
breakfasted in Toronto about 5 am before
boarding a boat for Lewiston where they
planned to be married.

They were arrested by the bailiff the next
morning about 5 am.

They were both found guilty of murder
and were sentenced to be hanged.

In the case of McDermott the penalty was
carried out in November of that year, but in
the case of Grace Marks her sentence was
commuted to life imprisonment.

She spent a short time in the Toronto
Insane Ayslum and after several petitions
to the government was liberated. It was
reported she later changed her name and
married.

Forty-four vears later the house still
stood, the trap door leading to the cellar
still existed and the property was owned
and occupied by E.H. Clubine.
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g00d deal on

your first home

When you can get the bank and the
government to help you collect the down-
payment for a home, that’s a good deal.

And that’s the story behind the Commerce
Registered Home Ownership Plan.

The Commerce Registered Home
Ownership Plan 1s another way we can help
you make more of the money you've got.

If you're eligible for the Plan, (resident in
Canada for tax purposes, 18 or over, and did
not own a home during the tax year) you can
contribute up to $1000 a year. The interest you
earn is paid into your account twice a year, soO
you earn interest on your interest.

Aside from the immediate benefit of in-

come tax relief, there’s the long range benefit
of accumulated interest.

Think of it. Once you’ve reached your
maximum $10,000 lifetime limit, you'll have a
nice tidy sum of money, worth a lot more than
$10,000.

Ask one of our over 1600 Commerce
managers for details.

Just think, you can now benefit from
saving money and avoiding taxes when you
buy a home of your own in a few years.

And that’s a pretty good deal.

IT'S YOUR ITIONEY.
IMIAKE THE IMOSTOF IT.

10094 YONGE STREET RICHMOND HILL

We are pleased to announce the addition of Ms, Jenny to our staff. Ms, Jenny has 14
years experience in all phases of Hairdressing.

Chris Ratchford
884-7030

Branch 375

CANADIAN IMPERIAL
BANK OF COMMERCE

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER
with Ms. Jenny only. Offer expires 17th of June.

General meeting is May 26

Perms Reg. 15.00 NOW 10.50
17.50 NOW 12.25 For the benefit of ALL cessful dance with George
20.00 NOW 14.00 members of Branch 375! Cowie and Ken Birch leading
Reg. wash and set 5.00 25.00 NOW 17.50 Disregard all former dates the music upstairs.

NOW — Wash and set 4.00 10.00 NOW 21.00

Downstairs Peter and John

and rumors regarding the

Rayette
Thermack
“L'Oreal
Indola
Helen Curtis

We use only name brand products for permanent waves.

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL

Golden Curl Coiffure
884-8271

May general meeting. The
top ‘gen’ is it will be held
May 26 at 8 pm.

With the actual arrival of
spring, it is pleasant to
report our hospital board
has only Comrade Jack
Hippell listed as a resident in
sick bay.

This past weekend has
been hectic.

Thursday evening we took
on energy by relaxing in the
lounge.

Friday evening saw ye
olde hall swinging upstairs
and down.

Richmond Hill Minor
Soccer was host for a suc-

The S1,500 Ontario

Home Buyers Grant.

led the entertainment of the
weekly ‘“‘free and easy'’.

Dorothy Fitzgerald came
up with the winning number
in the lucky draw at the
latter.

Saturday night “*Nostalgia
Night'’, sponsored by
Branch 375 Color Guard and
Pipe Band. Music of the 40’s
and 50's brought back many
memories — the grim ones
eased by those moments of
pleasure which are more
easily recalled.

Do you remember dancing
to music by Glen Miller and
swinging to the tunes of the
Dorsey Brothers, Charlie
Barnett, Harry James, et
al?

Lucky winners of the
evening were: Mrs. Bray of
Newmarket, a stereo radio
and Mrs. Audrey Yule of
Richmond Hill, a hamper of
groceries.

The rest had the pleasure
of watching and listening to
the best pipe band in the
country and seeing the color
guard put on a parade of
their own — with a dif-
ference.
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Sunday dawned sunny,
cool and clear.

If you could decide by computer
you'd buy Peugeot.

The legion bus, loaded
with Legionnaires, took off
== for the sunny climes of
Markham to take part in the
=g Markham Veterans'
Association parade. 1975 Peugeot 504 GL Volvo 244 Audi 100 L5 BMW 2002 Mercedes Denz 200
> Our pi]’.‘le band and color SPECIFICATIONS 4 dr. sedan 4 dr. sedan 4 dr. sedon’ 2 dr. sedon 4 dr. sedan
-1 guard added to the color. T hooiba 08 o’ 05 7 B '08.3"
' After a brietf ceremony at Feick =3 55 5 51 1 55 5 & T
the town cenotaph, we Disploement 1971 cc 1000 BTS¢ 100 5700 cc
3 paraded down the main Suspensior Independent on all Independent depends depende dependent on o
street to the Legion Hall four wheels qid axle re riaid axle re four wheals four wheels
where we met with many Steering Rock & Pinion \aock G P -.'_'-.’ y Pinic Wio Rolle lec '-f_n::.'--‘l-; ":
WWI veterans from Sun- Crakes Four wheel disc our wheel dist Disc Disc f f:;r M req L,,;:;ﬁ;—:i
W —L nybrook and other areas. = e Sl L sxiin Iherds e S
'h It was an afternoon of &2 S st d L ' ' el i S E
u cumradeship that will 1nr1g Sunshine Roof Jf_*.-ﬂjﬂrc: Mot available 5 exl 204 extr 2365 exlro
be remembered. Headlights Rectanqular with Stondard dard yndard Standard
e S e quortz hologen high | sealed beom ealed bear ealed beam senled beom
NOTICE to CREDITORS beam i (H 1}
i g . PRICE $10.17
Who will get it? How? When? Why?! i vtit o PRCE 55773 56805 T 56695 “ |
. ® ® Y. 4

Rhona Elizabeth Ball
All persons having claims
against the Estate of Rhona
Elizabeth Ball, late of the
Town of Richmond Hill, in
the Regional Municipality of
York, who died on or about
the 18th day of February,
1975, are hereby notified to
send particulars of same to
the undersigned on or before
j0th day of May, 1975, after
which date the Estate will be
distributed, with regard only
to the claim of which the
undersigned shall then have
notice, and the undersigned
will not be liable for any
person of whose claim he
shall not then have notice.
DATED at Richmond Hill,
this 18th day of April, 1975.

Ontario understands how important it is to have a home of your own.
And we'd like to help out with a grant of S1,500 toward your first home. It’s
part of an overall plan to make more homes available in Ontario. And stim-
ulate our economy. So it's good tor all of us.

The answers to vour questions can be found in a handy booklet specially
prepared to help you understand every detail of the Grant. For your free
copy, write to: Ministry of Revenue, Ontario Home Buvers Grant,
Queen's Park, Toronto M7A 2C9.

chart, a ride which is uniquely comfortable and stable

':-':.J' Ol around Il‘:dE‘*ﬁE"‘.ﬁE_ﬁ.' EUSDE”"IE-IQFI '5}"51"@”-' i5 TUnEd o
the Michelin XAS tires. standard on pEUgE‘Gr

There are two other things about Peugeot you should know
We build more than 700,000 cors per year, more fhan fwice
os many os Volvo, for example

We also build most of our own components. That's a large
part of the reason why we are able ro hold the line on

price better than the others

You don't need o computer to figure that oul

The cars in our comparison chart, the "mid-price’ European
imports, have a great deal in common They are superbly
er‘-g-qeerefj economical, built to last, (and no longer
significantly mare expensive than their North American
competitors!)

We suggest that the more thorough o comparison you make
between them. the more convinced you will become of fhe
outstanding value of the Peugeof 504 GL

When you test drive a Peugeot, you will experience fhe

feel of the car. which we cannot express in our Comparson

For more in!'-urm‘ltilﬂl‘!. [L‘lul:\}‘u‘n[n‘ LIS [{;TL":._' UI- -:!Liru_::,'} by -.,fi.!l'il'u_: =0 .11'3*.] le-rk"ll‘l,'_’, [hL‘
operator for Zenith 8-2000. Residents within the Metro Toronto local calling
area should dial 965-8470.

PEUGEOT

It's far too good a car to ignore.

Frank Ball and Doreen v~ Ap TR ) S R e = erurer's oublshed mformation. Subject 10 Change wiThout notice
Violet Elliot Dunlop, DG8 i s s ' ;
| Executors of the Estate of
Ontario Rhona Elizabeth Ball, by
William Davis their solicitors, La_rw{ﬂr,
W. Darcy McKeough Premier Arthur Meen LeClaire, Stong & Nevins, GREENWOOD GARAGE LTD.

Barristers & Solicitors, 10265
Yonge Street, Richmond
Hill, Ontario.

Treasurer of Ontario

16 Industrial Road
(416) 884-884 1

Minister of Revenue
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