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By Denise Romberg
The town of Richmond Hill
has been honored with a
fantastically creative man
Robert D, Little is that man,

Almost 50 vears ago he
created a Ford dealership
that served not only Rich-
mond Hill, but a surrounding
50 miles radius.

In 1946, he created a book
of poetry and from an in-
tensive hobby, he has
created his own registered
iris hybrids.

He's done a lot in his
lifetime. He's seen Rich-
mond Hill grow from a
village of 1200 residents to
the thriving and virtual
suburban city it is today.

R.D., as he's known to
many, was born in Camp-

Back in 1916, when he left
school in Guelph, and with
his certificate in business, he
began his induction into the
automotive industry

He took time, almost 20
vears, to learn the ins and
outs of the world's leading
business.

He worked for Ford Motor
Company for six years. He
spent a few years with
(General Motors too — just to
sort of round out his
education

Joined air force
But his education, at this
point was disturbed by the
war. In 1917, Little joined the
Air Force. As
he was stationed in

United States
a pilot,
Texas.

When he was discharged,

( spotllght on people j

to Ford. This time hv was
secretary to the chief
engineer at the Ford plant,
then located at Highland
Park in Detroit,

Things started going badly
for Ford. Their competitor,
General Motors was
growing, and Henry Ford's
finances were suffering.

“He ran out of money and
had to close down the plant
for six weeks'', Liltle ex-
plained.

Believed in Ford

Nevertheless, Little
believed in Ford,

In 1927, when Little moved
to Richmond Hill and opened
his Ford dealership, he saw
the potential. The car was an
unusual product then

His first big seller was the
Model ‘A’, which came out in
1928,

“We sold 100 Model “A"
Fords- in 1930, he says
““There were no salesmen
then either. My brother and 1
sold all the cars”

Businessman still

Little 15 somewhat
removed from the car
business today. Sure he

day to sort through the mail
and check out a new car. He
dresses in a dapper suit and
tie and looks much vounger
than his 89 years

His afternoons command
other interests. Since his air
force days, Little has been
writing humorous verse, or
himericks

“lenjoy writing ', he says
‘*1 particularly enjoved
writing the poem that was
read at the hospital fund
raising dinner about a week
ago."”

One of his first attempts al

conlest entry :

A private from Kalamazoo

Une day found a mouse in
the stew,

Sald the sergeant.
shout . :

And wave it about

Or the others will want one
too™’

“Don'’i

More of his poems have
been published in a book
called “Rhyme and
Reason"

Loves gardening

Little has been an “‘avid
gardener' for many vears.
he says. “When we built the
house on

Robert Little, 69, venerable businessman - citizen

1956, | decided to attach a
greenhouse to our home'’

Little specializes in
hybridizing irises and lilies
In fact, he has registered
and named four different
irises he developed

Liltle i1s a member of the
Richmond Hill Horticultural
Society and a past president
of the Ontario Horticultural
Association

Local politician

He was a politician too

During the four vears he
served on town council, he
spent a good deal of his time
on both the public and high
school boards,

Little is a past district
governor of the Southern
Ontario Lions Clubs and his
membership in the Rich-

mond Hill Lions dates back

Leading citizen Robert Little

High Interest
Guaranteed Investment
Certificates

/4%

The all Ontario Trust Company
begun in 1889

OHice Hours:

Tués. - Thurs,

9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m,
Fri.

9:30 a.m. - &:30 p.m,
Sat. ¥ a.m. to Noon

‘ Member Canada
Deposit Insurance
Corporation

VICTORIA ... GREY

TRUST COMPANY SINCE 1889

L.J. Ruby, Manager
10355 Yonge St., Richmond Hill

884-1107
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Hate Painting?

Relax with the
tough beauty

Stelco Siding is made from Ultra-Stelcolour prefinished
steel. It's the strongest metal siding you can buy.
Resists tading and weathering like no other metal
siding. That's why Stelco can provide the best, most
meaningful guarantee on the siding market.
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estimate!
Today!

bellville, Ontario.

Home S|d|ng Company Limited

127 Willowdale Avenue
WILLOWDALE
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221-7257
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TURTLES!

K mart Price

BLUE MOUNTAIN
POTTERY

SANDALFOOT &

L
Exquisite selection of tamous Blue Moun- PA NTY HOSE :
tain pottery. All priced o please! 4
VALUES FROM All sheer Nylon e
panty hnse Lk TS
95 Nude heel K mart LRl S
Beige or Spice. Special i
tn ! \ -._‘r-,.:::";-'_ \
" "
HEAT BEATER

EASY TRAVELLIN'
2 PIECE

PANT SUIT

f K mart 9 J
R, Special

SLEEVELESS
SHIFTS "‘

Special

“"WEDGIE" STEP-IN

Urethane wedge heel

I".'[E'F.E'”‘l .||.II.|||I-'5||TI:-"_‘ E%f”"pf l
Blue or Gold. Sizes ..
5-10

K mart Special

CROSS-STRAP
CASUAL

comfortlable

Wwith

cushioned.insole So smartly styled ... So cool.'n  Polyester knit shifts that are cool
‘.:*I.:g]t-l E‘:.‘g: Fi'ul e Red ™" comfortable that this pant suit  collected and citified for comlort-

i c Lo | B =i . I'.'- i = | = i i | 1
and Black. Sizes 5-10 .y might just become your summer  able summer living! Zipper or but

uniform! Choice of short sleeve ton. fronl, semi-chemise style
Pastel check, dot or jacquard
patterns. Small, Medium. Large

or sleeveless print tops with
co-ordinating pull-on panls
Assorted colours. Sizes 10-18

K mart Special

SELECTION OF

FRAME HANDBAGS

Sunny selection of vinyl handbags all
priced to please Mom! Black, White
Navy, Suntan, Bone

1/2 PRICE
SPECIAL

VALUES $3.50 to $8.00
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OPEN 9:30 AM-10 PM
MON. through SAT.




