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York, I2ngland - In this week's column, I'd like to look
over some of Lthe albums of last year that I found were
better than the majorily

In my mind, the artists who can be easily recalled
are Paul Simon, Hudson and Ford, Stealers Wheel,
Harry Chapin. Joe Cocker, Gallagher and Lyle and
I2lton John. All of these recorded exceptional albums
lasl year

Paul Simon’s - ‘Live Rhymin’ Simon’ - album
my opinion, the finest live.album of the year
seldom misses with his recordings because
withoul a doubt, one of the grealest writers
music loday.

When you add this to the fact his ‘L. R.S." album was

a flawless preduction, you gel artistic success in the
highest degree. Maybe this year's Grammy Awards
won L. so dimmwittedly. forge: Simon, as they did last
year.
" ‘Nickelodeon’, Hudson and Ford's album, was also a
superbly recorded piece of work. Bordering between
folk-rock and pop-rock (or easy rock), ‘Nickelodeon’
had few low spots throughout the entire recording.
Unfortunately, Hudson and Ford are not that well
known, and thus can expect little appreciation for their
effort.

Stealers Wheel's album - ‘Stealers Wheel' contained
some of the nicest vocal arrangements possible. It
aclually wasn't a stand-out production, but then again,
it was far from the other.

Insome ways it reminded me so much of the Bealles
in the mid-sixties. that I couldn’t help but include it n
the best from last yvear. Their outstanding charac-
teristics were the clean vocals ol Joe Egan  and
Gerry Raferty and the tight. though hardly intricate,
keyboard and guitar work.

Harry Chapin is definitely a performer for special
lastes. His songs. mainly short slories, seem very
personal and very easy to relate to. Mosl of the
siluations are far from whal most people experience,
yel they seem that much closer. Such was with his
album - ‘Verities And Balderdash’.

The most touching song on it is 'Cat’s In The Cradle’
It's all about a father describing how he has ignored,
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and given little time to his son. Throughout the story,
his son keeps boasting how someday he’ll grow up and
be just like his father. Eventually he does grow up and
when his father asks to see him, his son now has no
time lo see him.

A simple story that's very moving. Harry's another
artist that will probably be ignored when the Grammy
Awards come along.

‘I Can Stand A Little Rain’, Joe Cocker's effort in
1974, is the finest album he has ever recorded. Nol as
raunchy as his past efforts, but much more versatile in
style. I never was a Cocker fan, though I thought his
cover version of ‘“With A Little Help From My Friends’
was smashing

But when he brought oul, on his ‘L.LC.5.A.L.R." album,
those soft ballads - ‘1 Can Stand A Little Rain’, *“The
Moon's A Harsh Mistress’, ‘Guilty’ and 'You Are So
Beautiful’, Joe showed us that he was truly an in-
lerpretive singer.

Gallagher and Lyle are relatively unknown to music
followers in both Canada and United States. Con-
sidering the immense lalent they possess, thisis a very
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disturbing thing. Never has a gproup, since the Beatles
and Simon and Garfunkel, impressed me so much with
s0 little

After listening to only two albums - ‘Willie And The
Lapdog' and ‘Seeds’ - I am firmly convinced that they
are the finest folk-rock, or folk-pop, group 0 emerge in
the last seven years. As a duet, they've only been in
existence for a little over two vears, and although I
fancied ‘Willie and The Lapdog’ more, Gallagher and
Lyle’s album - ‘Seeds’ - of 1974 was nothing short of
brilliant

It was all pretty much folk-pop yet il never seemed
repetitious in content. Every now and then, it threw in
a bit of blue-grass to give it variety. ‘Seeds is the best
folk-pop album to emerge out of 1974. The only thing
close to it, and it's actually in another category — folk-
rock, is ‘Nickelodeon’, by Hudson and Ford.
Hudson and Ford

The last album worth mentioning in the major
selections for the best of 1974 is "Goodbye Yellow Brick
Road'. No introduction is needed about ils crealor -
Elton John who has been mentioned, 1 believe, three

The best of 74 (Part three)

times in the lasl six columns. The album is a two-piece
sel containing at least eight, maybe nine, strong
numbers

The song - ‘Funeral For A Friend' is the linest piece
of music Elton has ever wrilten, and ils follow-up -
‘Love Lies Bleeding’ is also quite good. though nothing
in comparison to the former. To bore you no further,
[ "Il mention only one other song from the album. That
15 ‘Saturday Night's All Right For Fighting

Written in a manner similar to Alice Cooper and the
Rolling Stones, il comes across as a simple, but strong,
rock number. Not too heavy and not too soft. It
wouldn't surprise me in the least if it was wrilten as a
mockery of Cooper and Stones, much like ‘Benny And
The Jets' (veech!) was written as a joke lowards
glitter-rock and David Bowie.

In next week’s column - The Best Of 1974 (Park
Four) Canadian music will be the topic. And those
snow-weary Richmond Hillers wondering, |1 have vel to
see a flake of snow. Even in York, 200 miles north of
London
proximalely 42 degrees. Anyone for golf”
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Assorted multi-coloured
rugs with frun%ﬂ-d ends. Ap-
prox. 17" x 32"

PLASTIC COATED PLAYING CARDS

Bridge size and standard
size playing cards in a vari-
ety of attractive patterns

Gives Satisfaction Always!
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LADIES’ BIKINI BRIEFS

100% Acetate bikini briefs
with elastic waist and legs
Double gusset
colours and patlerns
Small, Medium, Large

lhe temperatures have been averaging ap-

b2

LAD

Assorted

2-88¢

100%Stretch Mylon brief
with double gusset, elastic
wais! and legs. Floral print
on solid background. As-
sorted colours. One size

Home
sales
booming

January was a ‘‘a boom
month’ for house sales,
listings and prices, Gloria
Cruse, executive secretary
of the York Regional Real
Estate Board has an-
nounced.

She said the average price
for a house sold under the
multiple listing service in
the region last month was
60,567 .

This was about $14,000
higher than prices in
January of 1974 and about
$2,500 more than the
average price of $58,008 for
the entire year. Prices in
1974 average $11,000 higher
than 1n 1973.
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St.Clair

The paint and paper people

Free professional advice and

discount prices

Package of 10 ShEE!S.aa Pkg

ALL OCCASION 60 ASST'D. Colour DISPOSABLE
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ICE CREAM PADLOCK ARCHIE BUNKER'S
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SCOOP CARD GAME

The paint and paper people

Hillcrest Mall only
884-8877

9350 YONGE ST, HillcrestMall RICHMOND HILL

MASKING

16 oz NAIL
TAPE

HAMMER

2 rolis ssc

BROWN 3;“.,5 330

CASTER CUPS

OPEN 930 AM-10 PM
MON. through SAT.



