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The Real McClaus - - A Christmas Evening sketch in a department store

By Jim Irving

Staff writer
SCENE — Busy downtown
department store the night
before Christmas. The
manager, an officious and

So, ah, you'll be going back
to the North Pole, then? Will
it take long?

SANTA — Not if the lights
are right, it shouldn’t.

the Northern Lights . . . the
Aurora Borealis. If I catch
them at just the right time,
bouncing their beams off at
the right angles, I'll be there
in nothing flat. We have a

the speed of the Borealis™.

MANAGER — Ah, yes,
heh, heh. Well, as 1 said,
thanks again for everything
And if you're around this
way agaiin next year, drop in

around, don't worry about
that.

MANAGER — Yes, I'm
SUure.
SANTA — 1 haven't

missed yet. (Reflectively).

once, though, I came very
close. It was in Heidelberg

MANAGER — If you don't
mind, sir, Christmas Eve or
no, I think we've carried out

your own little Christmas
present from Santa this
afternoon, so if vou'll just
hand in vour Santa suit to
the display department, you
may leave,

there's not another one like
it anywhere. Even vyour
display department, with all
its fine . . .

MANAGER — Mr. Claus,
or whatever your name is.

of this store to supply the
Santa suit every year to
whatever old cod — to, ah, to
whoever is playing the role
of Santa. And whoever that
is, is only too happy to not

mmq,q(;EH — The lights have to worry about having

(continued on page 3 1)

SANTA — Thank you, sir.
But this suit is my own. Why

Not for several- hundred
years now. I remember

serious man, has just called
to the department store

and see us.
SANTA —

saying up north: ““No road,
lane, sky or trellis has quite

This has gone quite far
enough. Now it's the custom

this little farce long enough.
Now, I believe you received

=

SANTA — Oh. I'm sorry, Oh. I'll be

Santa, who has been there it = . == - =

for the past week.

MANAGER — Oh, Santa
(Santa walks over). We
won't be needing you
anymore after tonight, you
know. We're closing at 5:00, &
seeing it's Christmas Eve. :

SANTA — Yes, I realize
that, sir.

MANAGER — I wish we
could keep vou longer, but
even Christmas must end
sometime.

SANTA — Well, nothing
lasts, sir.

MANAGER — How true
_ . .uh, ah, what do you plan
to do now?

SANTA — 1 have some
calls to make and then I'll be
heading up home and take it
easy for awhile.

MANAGER — Where's
‘up home'? Up north? Heh,
heh. |

SANTA — Yes, Sir.

MANAGER — Oh, up
Timmins way?

SANTA — A little farther

than that.

MANAGER — Well, we've
enjoyed having you. Will
you be back next year?

SANTA — That depends.

MANAGER — Of course,
of course, you may be doing
something else by then.

SANTA — Oh, no. If I'll be
doing anything, it will be
this kind of work. I don’t
really know anything else.

MANAGER — A
specialist, eh? (Chuckles).
But what did you do before?
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PARTY
TUMBLERS

Plain glass tumblers in a
choice of "'On-the-Rocks™
(6'20z.), "Hi-Ball" (98'z 0z.) or
Beverage (12 oz) styles.

HASH
GLASSWARE

Choose from our delightful
selection of bowls, pitchers,
ash trays, dishes, vases,
piggy banks, etc.

what did yvou do before you
became a Santa Claus?

SANTA —- Why, I've
always been doing this kind
of work, sir. It's a family
tradition.

MANAGER — Well, that’s
nice. And I guess it really is
a fulltime job, isn’t it?

SANTA — [t certainly is,
sir.; That is, if you want to
make it one. :

MANAGER — Well, | don’t
suppose il's a job that just
anyone could handle,

SANTA — Somelimes
I think it is; when we're just
doing routine work. You
know, working on
production and looking in on
the kiddies every now and
then. That's all fairly
simple. It's really this time
of year, though, when it
moves out of the ordinary.
This is when the real work
starts.

MANAGER — (warily) —
How . . . how do you mean?

SANTA — People are so
skeptital. They buy up
every kind of present they
can get their hands on, but
they really don't believe in
what they're doing. They
give, so they can receive, so
to speak. But they don't
have any faith, at all. After
a certain age, they don’t

« really believe in me, you
know.

MANAGER — (Somewhat

WINE SET

Perfect for parties or every-
day use! 12, 5 oz. wine
glasses to a set.
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Quality assortment of aluminum
cookware all at one sensationally
low K mart price!

e 4 Pt. Tea Kettle

e 4 Cup Egg Poacher

e 6 Cup Tea Pot

e 2 Ot. Covered Saucepan
e 10" Frypan

e 3 Ot Covered Saucepan

K mart Price
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K mart Special

PLASTICWARE
ASSORTMENT

DINNERWARE
SET
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each: dinner plates, cups, saucers,
soup/cereal bowls & bread/butter
plates. Your choice of Orleans
(Brown/Old Gold print) or Indiana
(Yellow/Black floral) patterns.

stainless steel
rim. "‘Teflon Plus "
no-stick coating
Avocado or
Tangerine. RegdTM

tubs, cake servers etc.
at one low K mart price.

SANTA — I bet you don't ..all

even believe in me. You
probably think I'm just
some fellow from the Old
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