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The driver of a tractor trailer, which was hit by a southbound CN

freight train at a private crossin

g in Richvale last week, walked away

from it all with only a slight limp and assorted bruises to show for

the experience. His truck and the train fared much worse.
left hand corner can be seen the

up against a h

In the top

wheels of the trailer, which wound
yvdro pole about 100 yards from the scene of impact.

Top right shows some of the battered boxcars and twisted track, which

23 Rail Cars “Skidoo” As Tractor Trailer And Train Meet |

BY JIM IRVING

A fifth wheel became a big
wheel in helping to save the
life of Tottenham truck driv-
er, John Fox, 26, who walked
away from a $1 to $3 million
tractor-trailer — train crash

in Richmond Hill Thursday
of last week with not much |
more than a twisted knee
and soeme body abrasions,
The accident, which sent
23 southbound CN Railway
cars careering down ithe
track leap-frog fashion,|
ground up some 800 feet of
track and sent the trailer
portion of the Canada Cart- |
age truck off on its own|
private ride one hundred

yards or so from the point of
impaet, oceurred at a private |
railway crossing at the Pre-|
Con Concrete Company, 9121
Yonge Street, Richvale,
abowt 10:35 am, Valentine's
Day. Wheels of the tractor
came to rest at the bottom of
a hydro pole 100 yards away.

The collision resulted when
Fox, who was partially ac-!

| The

ross the private erossing
with his load of 12 tons of
flat steel, plus a quantity
of elongated three-inch steel
rods,was struck by the CN
freight, which was doing
about 50 miles an hour at
the time,

Fox told investigating of-
ficers, Constables George
Anderson and David Far-
quharson of York Regional
Police, that he hadn’t noticed
the train coming until it was
almost on top of him, He
lhen accelerated to try to get
across, but the train plowed
into the trailer,

CATTLE KILLED

Police said the trailer was
severed from the cab of the
truck at the point where the
fifth wheel sits on the tractor.
immediate separation
prevented the cab and Mr.
Fox from being carried along
with the rest of the vehicle,

As 1t was, the locomotive
continued down the track,
coming to a stop some 1,000

feet away, still upright, al-

though partially off the
track, and with none of its
four-man crew seriously in-

jured. Two other derailed
engimes also remained up-
right.

Several cattle cars were also |

derailed, killing one of the
107 cattle aboard. Another
one, which sustained a brok-
en leg, had to be destroved.
The cattle were later un-
loaded into trucks by the On-
tario Humane Society, assis-

ted by York Region Canine |
Control Officer, James Ryan, |

Two three-tiered carriers,

| loaded with new Datsun cars

and trucks, were also sent
flving, badly smashing up

several of the vehicles. How- how to get out of the vard |
'and he had told him

ever, most of the cargo re-
mained secured and surpis-
ingly 1ntact.

The scene of smashed box-
cars, uprooted track, broken
hydro poles, torn up fences
and scattered cargo, was re-
miniscent of pictures of war-
time bombing over London

| the Yonge Street entrance.

and Berlin, It also looked as

was torn up for 800 feet,

still

right shows two of the

100 yards from the rest

than $1,000,000.

| if the clean-up would take
| about as long as some of the
| pest-war operatons. However,
a crane was on the job the
next day and it was expected
to have the place cleared in
about three days. Trains
| were being re-routed on the
| alternate Newmarket line.
Richmond Hill Fire De-
partment was on hand with
foam equipment when it was |
| thought oil from a damaged
 engine might start a fire.

STOP, LOOK, LISTEN

Steve [lling, an employee |
of the company, said he had
been working in the yard
when the accident occurred.
He said Fox had asked him

to pull
his truck around and go out

Vince Paradiso, another
employee, said that Fox,|
however, had driven straight |
ahead instead over the cross-

secured to moorings in the pictur
several more were jarred loose and wer

engines, which wound up

of the cars.

Rexdale, who described the
incident as ‘“a rough one'
With him at the time were
Dick Rowe, of Barrie, a con-
ductor; and brakemen. Ken
Marshall, Downsview, and
Emmet Croteau, Keswick.

The CN is holding its own
investigation into the mat-
ter, and Barney Danson, Lib-
eral MP for York North,
whose riding includes Rich-
mond Hill, said he was con-
cerned about private cross-
ings without safety preeau-
tions and would discuss the
matter with Transport Min-
ister Jean Marchand,

of the crossing says: Caution.
Stop, look and listen.

On the other side, the sign
reads: Caution, Stop, look
and listen. Private crossing.
Persons using this crossing
do so at their own risk.

Driver Fox's only com-

the mishap was: “Well, I'm

ing,
Driver of the engine was
Albert Matthews, 45, of

alive . . . At least I think I
am,"”

We’ll pay you
$100in cash(in cash, that is)
toinstall Carrier

Central Air Conditioning
before you need it.

—

A load of new Datsun cars and trucks was
e lower left hand corner, but
e completely demolished. Lower

Damage is estimated at more

The sign on the west side |

ment to a reporter following |
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By
VASARELLY, CHAGALL,
MONET, PICASSO, LUONGO
And Other Well Known Artists

Creative Framing at our
Regular LOW, LOW PRICES

with 3 LOCATIONS to serve you o o0 & 20l

BATHURST & SHEPPARD PLATA, 522 Sheppard Ave. W, (of Bathurst)
THE STERLTS REWGNTS PLAZA, 1537 Steales Ave. East |1 light Eowt of Boyview),
541 MT. PLEASANT ROAD, 3 Doers Morth of Crest Thaatrs

BI0-2843
n.5mw
447014

Thought about the cost
of prescriptions
lately?

You could do something
about it.

Different brands of the same quality
drug vary widely in price.

Next time, when you need a
prescription, ask this question, "Am |
getting the lowest cost drug according
to PARCOST?"

PARCOST is a program that assures
you of "Prescriptions At Reasonable COST"
— use it! Your doctor and pharmacist know
about it through the PARCOST Index of
quality drugs.

Think PARCOST — choose a
participating pharmacy.

Mimstry of
Health

(Photo by Ron Fawn)

PARTICIPATING
PHARMACY

Ontario
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Sale Thursday, Friday, Saturday

Fabulous
Savings

Children
must be
accompanied

In a few weeks when the weather
warms up we'll be swamped with
business. But right now things are
a little quiet. We'd like 1o even
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cost of keeping the air in your
home cool, clean and dry with

Carrier. b) PCII'EHI‘S
things out a little. So if you give SRR here' ligati 128
us an order to install Carrier ;:!fn;-f.:::;;f $710.021gation, : Mile they
Central Air Conditioning in your ? ' 5 .

home before April 1, 1974 we'll
pay you 5100 in cash. Now, that's
not just an ordinary discount.
I'hat’s real live cash that comes to
you in the form of a cheque’
directly from Carrier Air
Conditioning.

Give us a call. We'll drop out
and give you an estimate of the

Hlustrated: the heart of yvour air
conditioning svstem — the famous
Carrier Round One, the ultimate
i whale-honse air conditioning,
It's air covled, nestles quietly

i your garden, eperates almost
sifentlv, and requires little
mainienance,
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Come in and meet 'Fast Eddje . . .
the Entertainer”

Also attending with Eddie are Leaf Forward
Inge Hammerstrom and Defenceman Borge Salming
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Call Us Today For A Free Survey Of Your Home!

Refreshmenis

THURSDAY EVENING

BEFORE YOU BUY A NEW OR USED CAR VISIT WILSON-NIBLETT CHEV.
OLDS. FOR VALUE AND QUALITY

355 YONGE STREET NORTH  RICHMOND HILL

653-6212

BROS.LTD.

AN ™

¥

“The bestEquipment deserves the best Installation’

SR Authorized AUROHA
. T PHONE 889-5435 727-9453
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