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Credit Union Week In Richmond Hill

Next week, October 15 to 20, is Credit
Union Week in Richmond Hill. To launch
the celebration, Mayor Willilam Lazenby
(centre) is welcomed as the 1,000th member
of the Richmond Hill Credit Union. Present-

ing the mayor with his membership certifi-

cate is John Pounder, manager of the credit
union, and Ward 6 Councillor Lou Wainwright
a director of the local eredit union. The mayor
has issued an official proclamation of Credit
Union Week.
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The local and federal levels
of government are pressing the
provincial government for policy
clarification and action in the
housing field.

They were disappointed that
July meetings at Peterboro
haven't vet resulted in an open-
ing of the provincial barriers to
the flow of available federal
money to the municipalities for
land banking, services and
neighborhood improvement.

About all that was gained at a
federal - provineial - munieipal
Toronto meeting recently was
provincial agreement to allow
municipal representatives to
attend meetings of a new fed-
eral-provincial staff committee
on housing budgets and operat-
ing agreements, The aim is to
assure municipal participation.
Municipalities have long sought
the right to be able to deal
directly with the federal gov-
ernment.

* * *

Federal Housing Minister
Ron Basford said he has fund-
ing available and is willing to
lend it directly to the munici-
palities, But constitutionally the
approval of the province is re-
quired.

The spokesman for Ontario's
municipalities, Whitby Mavor
Des Newman, strongly urged
greater municipal power in the
housing field. He said it was
time to stop talking about the
land-shortage housing cost crisis
and take action.

“The approval in principle of
the provinecial Cabinet of muni-
cipal land assembly and land
banking

would wurge the province to

move from approval to the
necessary legislative changes
that will bring it into effect,

sald Newman during his open-
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ing remarks at the tri-level
meeting.

* * *
But Newman didn't reserve

all his ammunition for use
against provineial inaction. He
also called on the federal gov-
ernment to respond to proposed
policy changes in National
Housing Act amendments.

Housing  Minister Basford
asked for more co-operation in
the development of innovative
projects to help solve the pres-
ent dilemma in housing.

Provincial Treasurer John
White made it eclear to the
meeting that the province isn’t
going to act piecemeal on the
recommendations made in the
(province's housing) Comay Re-
port until the entire report has
thorough study. He included
land banking in the matters
requiring such previous study.

Treasurer White told the mu-
nicipal delegates that the prov-
ince can't introduce legislation
for land assembly wuntil next
year, He said there are already
about 100 bills before the
House. These would have to be
dealt with and time wouldn’t
permit proper study of land
banking legislation in time to
get it under way this year.

Also White said Ontario hasn't
developed a program for rehab-
ilitating and maintaining the
existing housing stock.
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The federal government has
been anxiously waiting to con-
clude an agreement with the
province so that its neighbor-
hood improvement program ecan
get going here, There was some
chance further talks this month
could result in a provincial
commitment to enter the pro-
gram, it was said.

Basford urged Ontario to pre-

sent preliminary estimates of
the volume of National Housing
Act funding 1t will require over
the next one to three vears so
the housing budget can be set.

The federal Housing Minister
said last vear was a record for
house building in the province
with more than 100,000 units
started, 609 of them involving
NHA. This inecluded 12,000 low
income housing units and an-
other 50,000 insured loans, He
said Premier William Davis'
1974-75 target of 46,000 addi-
tional home building lots is
formidable.

“This represents an increase
in the anticipated number of
lots coming onto the market in
each of those two vears in the
order of 259" he said, adding
that NHA and CMHC programs
would get behind the Davis
effort to the fullest extent
possible.

* * *

Basford showed concern over
the rate of low income housing
starts, He noted it has been
dropping about 2,000 units a
year for three years to this
yvear's level of about 10,000
units in Ontario this year.

“At Peterboro five months
ago we were all agreed about
the housing problems that faced
the people of Ontario. Land
prices were too high and rising,
there wasn't enough low in-
come housing and housing costs
were putting good quality hous-
ing out of the reach of many.
Today these problems are still
with us and, if anything, they
are getting worse,” said Basford.

The federal Minister agreed
that the overall level of starts
in Ontario has been satisfactory.
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Municipalities’ spokesman
Newman said provineial action
15 needed to allow local gov-

ernments to take advantage of
the new federal legislation. He
said the municipalities also
need to know whether or not
the province will be providing
additional finanecial assistance
in the housing field.

Newman also included among
his major points a request for
information on the manner in
which the municipalities will be
involved in setting housing pol-
icy priorities and in the imple-
mentation of planning. He was
dissatisfied with the results that
have so far followed the July
meeting in Peterboro.

“Municipalities must be in-
volved in planning, setting of
federal and provincial housing
budgets for the province, and
program allocations within those
budgets.

“A ritual restatement of the
need for municipal involvement,
after which the federal and pro-
vincial governments go off and
do their thing, won't suffice,
said Newman, “A mechanism for
ensuring municipal input into
budgets and operating agree-
ments should be adopted at this
meeting and a staff committee
should be struck to report on
the best method of municipal
input,” he said.

* * *

Discussing non-profit housing,
Newman indicated he wants the
provinee to pass legislation that
will elarify just what the muni-
cipalities can do, and to author-
ize them to build or acquire
non-profit housing without indi-
vidual project approval. Here
again he didn't win much sup-
port from the province,

Neighborhood improvement
programs also came in for a bit
of criticism from Newman and
other delegates, but Basford
defended the plans set out in
recent NHA amendments,
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